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EDUCATIONAL  NUMBER. 

The  annual  Educational  Number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
will  be  published  on  Saturday,  September  7.  It  is  a  number 
which  has  a  larger  circulation  than  usual ;  firms  who  have  goods 
to  sell  to  students,  to  schools  of  chemistry,  pharmacy,  and  medi- 
cine, to  hospitals  and  teachers,  or  to  the  trade  generally,  should 
see  that  their  advertisements  are  in  the  number.  Instructions 
should  be  sent  to  the  publisher  as  soon  as  possible,  who  will 
supply  tariff  on  application.  The  number  is  referred  to,  and  is 
in  demand  for  educational  purposes,  during  a  whole  year,  which 
is  an  additional  reason  for  advertising  in  it 


Summary 


There  are  some  notes  on  dental  matters  on  p.  314. 

The  doings  of  various  analysts  are  reported  on  pp.  296,  297. 

A  Terse,  but  interesting,  life  of  Lavoisier  appears  on  p.  321. 

Some  notes  on  ancient  French  pharmacy  are  given  on  p.  300. 

A  Mixture  or  Butter  and  Milk  may  not  be  sold  as  butter 
(p.  315). 

A  Method  given  on  p.  304  prevents  the  loss  of  burette- 
stoppers. 

A  Correspondent  on  p 
secretaries. 


328  suggests  a  use  for  divisional 


Litigation  is  proceeding  in  Australia  over  the  term  "  fruit- 
salt"  (p.  302). 

The  manufacture  of  artificial  silk  is  about  to  commence  in. 
England  (p.  313). 

A  Method  of  Standardisation  of  preparations  of  aconitine 
is  outlined  on  p.  308. 

An  interesting  reference  to  the  anointing-oil  used  at  the 
Coronation  is  made  on  p.  313. 

On  p.  314  some  particulars  of  the  scientific  work  of  the  Imperial 
Institute  during  last  year  are  given. 

A  City  Alderman  has  had  percentage  calculations  of  deficiency 
in  fat  in  milk  explained  to  him  (p.  315). 

Many  useful  note3  on  photographic  topics  are  given  on  p.  322. 
Two  new  printing-papers  are  mentioned. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Society  shows  that 
the  finances  of  the  Society  have  improved  (p.  296). 

A  Stained-glass  Window,  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Mr.  R.  B.  Carruthers,  of  Dumfries,  in  pictured  on  p.  299. 

The  new  regulations  for  the  honorary  diploma  of  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy  for  foreigners  are  published  on  p.  299. 

Prosecutions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for 
defective  mercury-ointment  and  linseed-meal  are  recorded  on 
p.315. 

Mr.  Henniker  Hevton  is  not  easily  satisfied  about  the  charges 
for  towns  with  more  than  one  word  in  their  name  in  telegrams 
(p.  319). 

Pharmacy-students  will  find  a  further  instalment  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Lice's  Elementary  Dispensing  Practice  on  pp.  306 
and  307. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  has  something  to  say  about  the 
effect  of  the  recent  heat  wave  on  the  chemists'  businesses  in  New 
York  (p.  302'. 

A  Stepney  herbalist  who  prescribed  for  a  child  which  sub- 
sequently died  is  likely  to  get  into  trouble  with  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  (p.  297). 

"  Xrayser  "  has  something  to  say  on  Mr.  Paterson's  scheme  for 
provincial  pharmacy-schools  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
financial  methods  (p.  309). 

Suggestions  for  the  courses  in  connection  with  the  Faculty  of 
Commerce  which  is  to  be  established  in  connection  with  Birming- 
ham University  appear  on  p.  297. 

Mr.  G-lyn-Jones,  in  a  long  letter  on  p.  327,  gives  the  history 
of  his  "improper"  motion  and  narrates  the  methods  of  gagging 
used  by  the  Council.    We  co:nmsnt  on  the  matter  on  p.  310. 

A  Committee  of  Experts  have  been  investigating  the  decay 
of  leathers  used  in  bookbinding.  They  approve  of  leathers 
which  have  been  prepared  with  a  pure  sumach  tannage 
(p.  312). 

The  Cape  Analyst  thinks  it  is  absurd  to  put  experiments 
made  on  the  carbonisation  and  hydration  of  Gregory's  powder,  in 
an  English  autumn,  against  similar  experiments  made  in  the 
South  African  climate  (p.  311). 

The  Coroner  for  the  City  of  Dublin,  who  was  writ' en 
to  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  in 
reference  to  his  remarkable  comments  on  the  Dalkey  poisoning, 
has  explained  matters  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  (p.  305). 

The  market  tone  in  drugs  and  chemicals  remains  dull,  and 
changes  are  few.  Quinine  in  secondhands  has  again  improved, 
and  shellac  is  dearer.  Ergot  is  inclined  to  be  firmer,  and  cocoa- 
butter  was  lower  in  auction.  Copper  sulphate  is  easier,  and 
nitrate  of  silver  is  lower  (p.  322). 
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Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  ot  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  employes  of  Mr.  E.  E.  Jackson,  medicated-lozenge 
manufacturer,  of  Crediton,  had  an  excursion  to  Chudleigh 
Rocks  last  week. 

Mr.  Knight,  chemist,  Davonport,  rendered  timely  aid  to 
persons  injured  in  a  tra near-collision  near  his  establish- 
ment on  August  10. 

Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  announced 
their  intention  of  giving  1,0002.  towards  the  extension  of  the 
Victoria  Infirmary,  North wich. 

Walter  Sharpe  has  been  remanded  at  Stoke  on  a  charge  of 
administering  poison  to  a  journalist,  named  Hy.  Howartb,  by 
putting  arsenic  in  his  tea. 

At  the  last  sitting  of  the  Halifax  Town  Council,  Messrs. 
Sharp  &  Mallett,  of  the  Copley  Chemical-works,  were  granted 
a  licence  to  manufacture  picric  acid  at  their  works. 

Scarborough  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided  that  in 
future  the  contracts  for  drugs  and  surgical  dressings  shall 
extend  for  a  year,  instead  of  six  months  as  heretofore. 

Two  soldiers  were  remanded  at  Braintree  on  August  7  on 
a  charge  of  assaulting  a  servant-girl.  The  complainant 
alleged  drugging,  a  bottle  of  chlorodyne  being  lound  in 
possession  of  one  of  the  prisoners. 

At  Bristol  on  August  9,  while  five  workmen  were  tnnnelling 
a  new  sewer  in  the  roadway  through  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Fry,  cocoa-manufacturers,  there  was  an  explosion  from  a 
gas-main,  and  two  of  them  were  seiiously  burnt. 

At  the  Auckland  Polica  Court  on  Augusi  12,  T.  D.  Buston, 
postmaster  and  grocer,  Wilton-le-Wear,  was  fined  12.,  includ- 
ing costs,  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  Mr.  Stock, 
the  county  analyst,  found  to  b3  9S  per  cent,  deficient  in 
ethyl  nitrite. 

The  Manchester  city  analyst,  Mr.  Chas.  Estcourt,  analysed 
355 samples  daring  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  only  21 
of  which  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  Three  samples  of 
beer  contained  arsenious  acid,  one  "infinitesimal,"  the 
second  ^  gr.  per  gal.,  and  the  third  ^6  gr. 

At  Marylebone  Police  Court  on  August  8,  Harry  Cook, 
described  as  a  chemist's  manager,  of  203  Waterbury  Street, 
Nottingham,  was  fined  on  two  summonses  142.  10.?.,  or  one 
month,  for  travelling  on  the  Midland  Railway  with  intent  to 
avoid  payment  of  the  fare,  and  giving  a  false  name  and 
address. 

At  Stratford  on  August  10,  William  Haydea  was  remanded 
on  a  charge  of  obtaining  his  livelihood  by  dishonest  means, 
in  connection  with  some  alleged  long  firm  frauds.  Evidence 
was  given  by,  amongst  others,  Arthur  Idle,  52  Tiinity  Street, 
Wood  Green,  a  manufacturing  chemist,  who  said  he  engaged 
prisoner  as  commission  agent.  Prisoner  sent  in  orders  to 
the  value  of  2302.,  but  only  802.  worth  were  executed,  and  of 
that  802.  only  202.  had  been  receivtd. 

Royal  Botanic  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Botanic 
Society  was  held  on  August  10  in  the  museum  in  toe  Society's 
gardens  at  Regent's  Pa  k.  Mr  C  Brinsley  Ma  lay  presided. 
The  Duke  of  Teck  was  elected  President,  Mr.  G.  J.  Marjori- 
bauks  Treasurer,  and  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  Earl  Howe, 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Sir  Henry  Oak'ey,  Sir  J.  Blundell 
Maple,  M  P.,  Mr.  J.  Fletcher,  Dr.  R.  C.  A.  Prior,  ar_d  Mr.  W. 
Sowerby  were  re-elected  members  of  the  Council.  The 
sixty-second  annual  report  stated  that  Ihe  negotiations  with 
the  Department  of  Wools  and  Forests  had  been  concluded 
and  a  new  lease  of  the  gardens  granted  for  tbirty-one  years. 
The  accounts  showed  that  the  year's  working  had  resulted  in 
a  profit  of  2852,  nearly  double  that  of  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  Fellows  on  the  books  has  increased,  and  is 
now  2,124.  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  the  prospects  of  the  Society  are  decidedly  better 


than  they  have  been  for  some  years  past.  Their  lease  has- 
been  renewed  and  a  large  number  of  their  debentures — viz.,. 
5.7002. — taken  up.  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  as  representing' 
the  Treasury,  has  insisted  that  the  Society  should  open  it  s- 
gates  to  the  public  a  certain  number  of  days  in  the  year;  in 
fact,  the  public  have  rights  there  which  have  to  be  recog- 
nised. The  Society  still  retains  its  scientific  character,, 
however,  and  whatever  facilities  thf  y  could  give  to  promote 
botany  they  would  give.  They  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
a  grant  from  the  Government,  and  the  scientific  part  of  the 
gardens  is,  therefore,  carried  on  with  great  difficulty.  The 
subscriptions  of  the  Fellows  are  not  sufficient  to  keep  np  the 
gardens  as  they  should  be  kept  up,  so  that  the  Council  have 
to  rely  in  some  measure  upon  the  entertainments. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  August  1,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted  : — 

The  committee  have  considered  the  edxisability  of  holding  am 
additional  examination  for  the  diploma  in  public  health,  to  enable 
candidates  who  have  studied  under  the  old  regulations  to  obtaira 
the  diploma  before  January  1,  1902,  when  the  new  conditions  are 
to  come  into  force,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  an  examina- 
tion will  be  the  means  of  obviating  numerous  cases  of  hardship. 
They  therefore  now  recommend  that  an  additional  examination 
in  public  health  be  held  in  December  next. 

The  committee  of  management  recommended  the  addition 
of  the  University  of  Birmingham  to  the  list  of  recognised 
universities  whose  examinations  are  accepted  in  lieu  of  the 
first  and  second  examinations  of  the  Conjoint  Board. 

Presentation. 

Mr.  Robert  Clark,  one  of  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &. 
Co's.  warehousemen  at  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  has  recently 
attained  his  majority  in  the  service  of  the  firm.  In  com- 
memoration of  the  event  he  received  a  marble  clock,  bearing 
on  the  pediment  a  "gold  plate  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : — "  Presented  to  Robert  Isaac  Clark  by  Henry  S. 
Wellcome,  in  recognition  of  twenty-one  years'  f  ervice  in  the 
firm  of  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London,  1901."  The 
presentation  was  made  at  a  representative  gathering  of  the 
firm's  employes  on  August  14  by  the  general  manager,  Mr. 
R.  Clay  Sudlow,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Wellcome. 

A  Pharmacist's  Death. 
The  Coroner's  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  death  of  Mr 
Herbert  Goldthorp  Rogerson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
Bradford,  was  held  cn  August  8.  The  evidence  given  by  two 
cf  Mr.  Rogerson's  sons  was  to  the  effect  that  on  August  5  Mr. 
Rogerson  retired  to  rest  apparently  in  good  spirits,  although 
he  had  the  prospect  of  an  immediate  operation  for  f.r> 
internal  complaint  hanging  over  him.  On  the  following 
morning  Mr.  Harold  William  Rogerson  had  his  attention- 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  his  father  made  no  response  to  calls- 
at  his  bedroom  door,  and  upon  breaking  open  the  door 
found  him  dead  in  bed.  There  were  three  bottles  labelled 
"Sedative,"  "Chlorodyne,  and  "Chloroform"  respectively 
by  his  bedside,  Mr.  Rogerson  having  suffered  greatly  from. 
sleeplessness.  Dr.  Denby,  Mr.  Rogerson's  medical  adviser, 
said  the  appearance  of  the  body  was  quite  compatible  with 
dea'h  from  natural  causes,  but  from  the  circumstances  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  died  from  an  overdose  of 
sedative  ;  and  the  jury  found  that  death  was  due  to  an  over- 
dose cf  poison,  accidentally  taken  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
sleep.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Bradford  cn  August  9,  and 
was  attended  by  many  personal  and  business  friends.  The 
Bradford  Chemists' Association  was  represented  by  Mr.  R  W. 
Silson  (President),  Mr.  F.  A.  Wilcock  (Secretary),  Mr.  Jno. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Geo.  Rimmington,  Mr.  T.  Stead,  Mr.  J.  O. 
Moulson,  Mr.  A.  H.  Waddington,  Mr.  R.  Butterwoitb,  Mr. 
J.  M.  W.  Newbould,  and  Mr.  S.  Sowden. 

Preliminary  TestiDg. 

It  has  been  customary  for  the  students  attending  the 
Imperial  College  of  Pharmacy  to  present  themselves  fcr  the 
ar.nual  examination  held  by  the  City  of  London  College 
(City  Polytechnic)  fcr  certificates  of  proficiency  in  chemistiy 
and  botany.  The  results  of  the  recent  examination  show- 
that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Davis's  students  who  entered  for  the 
examination  were  successful.    Two  of  them  head  the  lists. 
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More  Bogus-order  Charges. 

At  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  August  10,  Arthur  Bent'ey 
was  charged  with  attempting  to  obtain  by  means  of  a  forged 
order  a  dozen  distemper-brashes,  value  61 ,  the  property  of 
Messrs.  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons  (Limited),  75  Farringdon  Road, 
E.G.  The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  briefly  reported  in 
last  week's  issue  (p.  289).  and  evidence  for  the  prosecution 
was  given  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Foskett  (Messrs.  Kent's  clerk,  who 
was  the  means  of  getting  prisoner  arrested),  by  the  manager 
for  Messrs.  H.  &  C.  Davis  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  C'apbam,  and 
by  the  foreman  for  a  firm  of  builders,  from  whom  prisoner 
alleged  he  got  the  order.  The  manager  and  foreman  both 
denied  any  knowltdge  of  the  prisoner,  who  was  committed 
for  trial. 

Analytical  Affairs. 
Bolton  Town   Council  has  increased  the  salary  of  its 
analyst,  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  to  151.  per  annum. 

Scarborough  Town  Council  has  decided  to  separate  the 
offices  of  medical  efficer  and  ana^'st,  which  were  recently 
cr  mbiced,  and  has  appointed  Mr.  James  Baynes,  F.I.C.,  of 
Hull,  as  public  analyst. 

Wilts  County  Council  has  decided  that  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  be  allowed  to  analyse  samples 
of  water  sent  to  him  by  the  rural  district  councils  in  the 
county  at  a  fee  of  10s.  6d.  per  sample,  thus  saving  those 
bodies  30s.  on  each  analysis  made. 

The  Halifax  borough  analyst  (Mr.  W.  Ackroyd)  in  his 
annual  report  says  that  during  the  year  he  has  analysed 
210  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  and  fourteen  samples  of 
water.  Of  the  samples  9 L'9  per  cenf.  were  genuine,  4-70  per 
cent  were  adulterated,  and  the  remainder  doubtful.  The  cases 
of  adulteration  included  five  samples  of  tinned  peas  contain- 
ing sulphate  of  copper,  and  three  samples  of  milk.  Regarding 
the  arsenic-in-beer  scare,  he  saj  s  no  known  cases  have  arisen 
in  Halifax,  nor  has  any  trace  been  found  in  jellies,  jams, 
glucoses,  and  r.on-intoxicatirg  beverages. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Public  Analyst  of  Monmouth' 
shire  shows  that  during  the  quarter  ended  June  30  in  the 
102  samples  examined  were  included  five  samples  cf  cam- 
phorated oil,  four  of  baking-powder,  on  e  each  of  cream  of  t  artar, 
carbonaite  of  ammonia,  ground  cinr  amon,  castor  oi),  cod-liver 
oil,  and  bal  am  of  aniseed.  Two  samples  of  cawpl  orated 
oil  were  dtficier,t  in  carrphor,  one  17  per  cent,  and  ihe 
other  6L*S  per  cent.,  but  both  were  made  with  olive  oil.  The 
ihree  other  samples  of  oil  were  of  full  strength,  and  the 
remaining  eighty-nine  miscellaneous  samples  were  found 
quite  normal,  and  for  the  most  part  of  really  good  quality. 

Notes  from  the  Midlands. 

Dr.  George  Wilson  has  been  appointed  medical  officer  of 
health  for  the  Mid- Warwickshire  sanitary  district,  with  a 
salary  of  1.000Z.  per  annum,  to  include  all  expenses. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  have  granted  L00L  a 
year  for  five  years  to  the  University  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  their  school  of  mining  and  metallurgy,  to  com- 
mence as  from  April  1,  1S02. 

The  lo^al  Press  has  shockel  its  readers  with  a  terrifying 
account  of  trional  and  its  sleep-producing  properties.  If 
sulphonal  was  known  to  be  related  to  it  the  popularity  of 
the  latter  soporific  would  be  menaced. 

A  tragic  affair  is  reported  from  Tividale.  A  man  atd  a 
woman  were  found  dead  in  their  bedroons.the  lesult  of 
suffocation  from  sulphur  and  charcoal  fumes,  which  had 
been  used  by  the  landlady  to  destroy  vermin. 

The  Horton  family — three  of  whom  are  chemists  and  two 
dentists — has  been  plunged  into  mourning  as  the  result  of  a 
boating  accident  at  Aberystwyth,  in  which  a  son  of  Mr. 
Arthur  Horton,  dentist,  Handsworth,  lost  his  life. 

Miss  K.  North,  of  Leamington,  has  been  appointed  dis- 
penser at  the  Warneford  Hospital,  Leamington.  She  is 
qualified  under  the  Apothecaries  Act,  and  was  educated  at 
the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  by  private  tuition. 

It  is  whispered  that  a  case  of  alleged  almond-oil  adultera- 
tion against  a  chemist  in  Birmingham  has  been  withdrawn, 
because  the  wholesaler  was  able  to  show  positively  that  what 
the  analyst  said  was  peach-kernel  oil  was  apricot-kernel  oil, 
or  vice  vend. 


In  an  action  recently  brought  against  a  tram  company  for 
injuries  to  a  gentleman  the  charges  for  medicire  put  in  by 
one  medical  iran  amounted  to  139/.,  tnd  by  triother  to 
between  101.  and  80Z.  The  Jur"ge  asked  for  the  chemist's 
bill,  but  the  first  medico  replied  ll  at  he  made  up  the 
medicine  himself.  The  Judge  expre  ssed  his  belief  that  the 
very  best  remedy  for  the  plaintiff  was  to  be  left  alone  by  the 
doctors. 

The  establishment  of  the  University  Faculty  of  Commerce 
has  called  forth  an  able  criticism  in  the  Birmingham  Post. 
The  suggestions  are  that  during  the  first  year  three  languages 
should  be  taught — viz,  English,  French,  and  German — - 
together  with  literature,  mathematics,  physics,  practical 
chemistry,  drawing,  cemmercial  science,  and  geography. 
In  the  second  jear  geology,  mineralr  gy,  technology, 
mechanics,  mechanical  drawing,  workshop,  economic  geo- 
graphy, law,  economics,  commercial  arithmetic,  shorthand, 
and  typewriting.  In  the  third  year  fc reign  correspondence, 
commercial  and  maritime  law,  Customs  legislation,  industrial 
bureau,  and  chemical  and  mechanical  technology.  In  the 
fourih  3  ear  highest  instruction  in  the  foregedog  and  in 
hanking,  transport,  &c ,  English  and  Foreign  Intelligence 
Department  of  Industry.  Fees — first  year,  8/.  ;  succeeding 
years,  \0L,  to  include  instruction  in  athletics,  cricket,  tenuis, 
fencing,  football,  ar.d  other  sports. 

For  the  Benefit  of  the  "Workers. 

The  benevolent  fund  in  connection  with  the  emplo}  es  of 
Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  of  Coleman  Street,  E  C, 
is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  idea  is  an  excellent  one, 
which  may  be  commended  to  other  employers,  and  the  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  expenditure  from  August,  1900,  to 
July,  1901,  shows  that  the  fund  is  carefully  worked  for  the 
advantage  of  all.  The  total  asse's  of  the  society  amount  to 
over  200Z.,  and  the  partners  of  the  firm  act  as  trustees. 
There  are  three  funds  in  all — a  funeral  fund,  a  sick  fund, 
and  a  loan  fund.  The  sick  fund  amounts  to  82?.  15s.  8d., 
and  the  loan  fund  has  a  capital  of  611.  17.S.  5d.  DuriDg  the 
year  loans  ami  unting  to  £.04/.  10s.  were  advanced,  the  profit 
made  bting  about  8/.  This  year  a  dividend  of  7s.  in  ihe  first 
class,  5s.  in  ihe  second  class,  4s.  in  the  third  class,  and  2s  in 
the  fiurth  c'ass  will  be  pa;d.  La^t  year's  dividend  was  only 
2s.  61.  and  under. 

Cricket. 

Be  ots  O.C.  v.  Sheffield  Telegraph  C.C. — This  match  was 
plajed  at  Mi'.lhouses  on  August  8,  when  the  drug  tetm 
suffered  defeat.  £eore*- :  B.ots,  32;  Telegraph,  53  for  9 
wickets. 

Davy  Hills  C.C.  v.  Johnsen  &  Jorgensen  C.C. — An  exciting 
match  was  played  at  Brockley  on  August  10,  and  ended  in  a 
win  i  or  the  first-named  team  bv  3  runs  only.  Dellar  (29; 
for  the  winners,  and  Burrows  (23)  for  the  losers,  batted  well ; 
and  Tombs,  for  "  D  H.",  performed  the  "  hat-trick."  Scores, 
89  and  86  respectively. 

A  match  in  the  Wholesale  Druggists'  League  Competition 
was  pla}ed  on  August  10,  at  West  Ham  Park,  between  the 
Wellcome  C.C.  and  Howard  &  Sons'  C.C.  Scores:  Wel- 
come CC,  80;  Howard's  C.C,  61.  Gordon  Cowen  (25). 
Lane  (17),  and  Hookham  (17  not  out)  batted  well  for  the 
winners,  and  Mace  performtel  the  hat  trick,  taking  in  all 
7  wickets  for  15  runs,  For  the  losers,  Gamham  (39)  was 
the  only  one  to  make  a  s'and. 

"  The  School  of  Safe  Medicine." 
At  an  inquest  held  in  Stepney  on  August  13,  on  the  body 
on  a  child  12  months  old,  the  mother  deposed  that  the  took 
deceased  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Purdue,  of  7  Gait  Street,  Limehouse, 
for  advice.  Mr.  Purdue  had  attended  one  of  her  sister's 
children,  she  said,  and  she  thought  he  was  a  doctor.  He 
examined  the  child,  gave  her  some  medicine  and  liniment, 
for  which  he  charged  6d  ,  and  told  her  if  the  child  became 
worse  to  call  again.  Deceased  got  no  better,  and  even- 
tually Mr.  Purdue  advised  her  that  "another  doctor  ''  should 
be  called  in.  In  his  evidence  John  Charles  Purdue  said 
he  was  a  "registered  herbalist."  How  registered  ?  queried 
Mr.  Wynne  Baxter,  the  Coroner.  In  Kelly's  Directory, 
replied  the  witness — The  Coroner:  That's  not  a  medical 
register.  Can  you  show  me  aDy  authentic  medical  regis- 
tration 1 


298 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


August  17,  1901 


A  Juror :  I  should  like  to  know  if  this  gentleman  is 
known  as  the  "  tea-leaves  doctor." — The  Coroner :  I  cannot 

say. 

The  Witness  handed  the  Coroner  a  paper,  which  he  said 
was  an  Act  allowing  him  to  carry  on  his  business  with- 
out interference. 

The  Coroner:  It  was  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII., 
and  says  something  about  witchcraft  and  sorcery.  Doctors, 
of  course,  were  not  so  well  known  as  now  ;  you  are  no 
more  a  doctor  than  I  am. 

The  Witness  :  I  am  a  dealer  in  herbs. 

The  Coroner :  That  is  not  a  profession.  1  do  not  know 
what  you  wanted  to  bring  this  paper  here  for.  It  is  per- 
fect rubbish.  We  are  not  living  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
now. 

The  Witness:  I  have  been  ten  years  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  have  only  had  five  inquests. 

The  Coroner  :  If  you  trespass  against  the  law  you  must 
put  up  with  the  consequences.  It  is  clear  that  a  lot  of 
people  think  you  are  a  doctor. 

The  Witness :  I  have  over  my  door,  "  Botanical  Her- 
balist," and  1  believe  the  Act  under  which  I  practise  is  as 
good  as  ever. 

The  Coroner :  The  mother  has  been  deceived  She 
thought  you  were  a  medical  man,  and  could  give  a  certi- 
ficate. 

Dr.  Charles  Welch,  of  Commercial  Rjad,  deposed  that 
death  was  due  to  heart-failure  following  pneumonia,  which 
had  been  going  on  for  several  days.  It  was  impossible  to  say 
that  life  might  have  been  saved  had  a  duly  qualified 
medical  man  seen  the  child  earlier. 

A. Juror:  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  "medicine"  that 
Mr.  Purdue  gave  was  made  of.  Was  it  Spanish  liquorice  or 
tea-leaves  and  salt  1  (Laughter.) 

The  Doctor  (smelling  the  bottle)  :  It  smells  very  much  of 
Worcester  sauce.    (Loud  laughter.) 

The  Coroner :  l  he  bottle  is  labelled,  "  J.  C.  Purdue, 
F.O.S.M.,  London.  Safe  medicine.  Member  of  the  Magnetic 
and  Botanic  School  of  Safe  Medicine.  London,  founded 
1893.  Advice  gratis  daily."  I  suppose  the  safe  means  that 
it  is  safe  to  do  you  no  go:d.  (Laughter.) 

Eventually  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from 
natural  cau!es,  and  reque-ted  the  Coroner  to  forward  all  tha 
facts  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 

Had  taken  Opium  from  Biitb. 

At  Llangollen  Police  Court  on  August  12,  a  young 
Volurjteer  named  Edwin  Jones  was  charged  with  a'tempting 
to  commit  suicide  by  jumping  over  the  parapet  of  the 
Llangollen  bridge  into  the  Dee.  Prisoner,  when  taken  to  the 
police-station,  appeared  very  depressed  and  low-spirited,  and 
"  had  a  wild  look  about  him,"  as  the  constable  put  it. 
Prisoner  admitted  he  was  addicted  to  the  opium  habit,  and 
his  mother  told  the  Court  that  her  son  "  took  a  b  t  of  what 
you  call  opium,  and  had  done  so  ever  since  he  was  born." 
He  had  convulsions  when  a  baby,  opium  was  ordered  him, 
and  he  had  taken  it  all  his  life.  Dr.  Drinkwater,  who 
examined  prisoner,  said  he  was  fairly  well  in  health,  but  was 
recovering  from  the  effects  of  opium.  He  could  not  under- 
stand how  it  had  been  obtained.  Mrs.  Jones  replied  that 
the  doctor  ordered  it,  and  she  got  it  from  a  chemist. 
Prisoner  appeared  very  penitent,  sobbing  hysterically  in 
court,  and  said  he  would  never  attempt  suicide  again.  The 
Clerk  asked  Mrs.  Jones  whether  she  had  any  opium  with  her 
then.  She  replied  that  she  had  a  little  bit,  but  the  sergeant 
took  it  from  her  for  fear  she  might  give  it  to  the  prisoner. 
It  was  only  a  little  piece,  she  said.  A  pennyworth  lasted 
him  (the  prisoner)  for  two  days,  and  he  must  have  it. 
Prisoner  was  bound  over. 

Fire. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  August  7  at  the  premises  in  Manchester 
Street,  Oldham,  belonging  to  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Thompson  &  Co. 
(Limited),  wholesale  druggists,  but  no  great  damage  was 
done. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Nineteen  fatalities  from  poisoning  are  reported  since  our 
last  issue.  The  only  unscheduled  poisons  employed  were 
spirit  of  salt  (in  two  cases)  and  salts  of  lemon,  by  one 
suicide.  Of  the  remaining  s'xteen,  seven  were  due  to 
carbolic  acid,  two  each  to  oxalic  acid,  laudanum,  and  cyinvr'e 


of  potassium,  and  one  each  to  morphia,  mercuric  chloride,  and 
belladonna  liniment.  One  of  the  carbolic  eases  occurred  at 
Worthing,  when  Carrie  Dent,  the  wife  of  a  hairdresser, 
obtained  from  Percy  James  W  Barker,  an  assistant  to 
Mr.  Aston,  chemist,  of  Montague  Street,  a  bottle 
of  carbolic  lotion,  by  telling  him  she  wanted  it  for 
syringing  the  ears.  She,  however,  swallowed  it,  and  died. — 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Ramsgate  on  the  b:dy  of  Rosetta 
James,  who  drank  some  carbolic  acid  in  a  shop  at  Chilton,  it 
transpired  that  deceased  purchased  the  poison  at  the  phar- 
macy of  Mr.  Wm  Sutton  Harvey,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Market  Place,  Margate,  and  the  Coroner  observed  that  Mr. 
Harvey  had  fully  complied  with  the  Pharmaoy  Act,  and  tha"; 
there  was  no  blame  a'tached  to  him. — A  Beltcm  gardener, 
named  Thomas  JohnsoD,  committed  suicide  on  Augast  6  by 
drinkicg  cyanide  of  potassium,  which  he  used  for  killing 
wasps. — The  belladonna  liniment  was  taken  by  a  Gloucester 
woman  na-ned  Baldwin,  and  was  supplied  to  a  prescription 
from  Dr.  Oscar  Clark  by  Mr.  Joseph  Ward,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Eastgate  Street,  Gloucester.  The  liniment  was 
dispensed  in  a  blue  poison-bottle,  and  labelled  "  Poison." — At 
Wt-st  London  Police  Court  on  August  12,  a  woman  named 
Mary  Sargent  was  charged  with  attempth  g  suicide  by 
swallowing  a  solution  of  ssalt  of  lemon.  Accused  explained 
that  she  tcok  the  mixture  in  mistake  for  a  seidlitz-powder, 
and  was  discharged. — Three  children  at  Dokinfield  picked 
and  ate  a  numb  r  of  seed-pods  from  some  laburnum-treesi 
and  were  taken  ill.  Medical  aid  was  called  in,  emetics  were 
administered,  and  all  three  recovered. 


3rt0b  flews. 


British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Mr.  J.  I.  Bernard,  local  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Dublin 
Conference,  would  be  pleased  to  receive  copies  of  any  of  the 
maDy  snapshots  taken  af,  the  recent  Conference.  It  is 
intended  to  add  the  photographs  to  an  album  which  is 
being  formed  as  a  memento  of  the  Dublin  visit.  Mr. 
Bernard's  address  is  25  Cla-e  Street,  Dubli-. 

Drank  Carbolic  Acid. 

On  August  5  James  McKee,  a  worker  in  the  Qieen's 
Island  shipyards,  Belfast,  drank  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  in 
mistake,  and  was  taken  to  the  Royal  Hospita',  where  he 
was  treated  for  poisoning. 

Irish  Drugs. 

Following  up  the  favourable  opinion  of  the  medicines 
now  supplied  to  Irish  unions  which  D".  Tichborne  gave  in 
his  paper  read  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  on  July  3L, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  Sir  Charles  CameroD,  in  his  latest 
report  on  the  medicines  supplied  to  the  Carrick-on-Suir 
Union  (co.  Tipperary),  says  the  union  hospital  drugs  are 
distinctly  good.  He  had,  however,  to  take  exc- prion  to 
some  drugs  which  were  supplied  to  No  1  dispensary.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  asked  the  Guardians  what 
action  they  would  take  in  the  latter,  but  the  Board  declined 
at  their  last  meeting  to  do  anything. 

Dispensers'  Salaries. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cork  Board  of  Guardians  it 
was  decided  to  increase  the  salary  of  Mr.  McSweeney,  com- 
pounder at  the  Central  Dispensary,  Cork,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Lee,  compounder  in  the  North  Dispensary,  by  10/.  a  year 
each.  A  Guardian,  however,  gave  notice  to  have  the  increase 
rescinded  at  a  future  meeting. 

Taking  Samples. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Omagh  Board  of  Guardians  on  Satur- 
day last,  the  Local  Government  Board  wrote  to  the  effect 
that  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  medicine- contractors,  had  com- 
plained that  proper  care  was  not  taken  by  some  of  the 
doctors  in  forwarding  samples  of  medicines  to  the  analyst, 
and  that  in  the  case  of  one  drug  (which  was  not  up  to  the 
standard)  the  contractors  could  not  be  asked  to  replace  ir, 
under  the  circumstances.  It  was  decided  to  send  a  copy  of 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Shane,  who  had  forwarded  the  samp'e  in 
que:tion  to  the  analj  st. 
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Scotch  Mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Personal. 

The  name  of  Mr.  A.  Niysmith,  Arbroath,  was  omitted 
from  the  list  of  "  Other  members  of  Committee  "  of  B.P.O., 
which  was  given  in  the  C.  #  D.,  August  3,  page  247. 

"  Kill-kill." 

Charles  Hanebald  Charrington  Smith,  a  traveller,  having 
no  fixed  residence,  appeared  at  the  Arbroath  Police  Court, 
on  August  12,  to  answer  to  a  charge  of  fraud.  Prisoner  had 
visited  a  number  of  shops  in  the  town  (amongst  them  that 
of  Mr.  P.  W.  M.  Bennet,  chemist  and  druggist),  canvassing 
for  "Kill-kill"  electric  rat-killer,  and  represented  to  the 
tradesmen  that  if  tbey  purchased  a  certain  quantity  of 
"  Kill-kill"  they  would  be  appointed  sole  agents  in  Arbroath. 
Smith  had,  however,  appointed  too  many  "sole  agents" 
amongst  chemist?,  ironmongers,  and  grocers,  and  was  found 
guilty,  a  fine  of  21 ,  or  ten  days'  imprisonment,  being 
imposed. 

With  reference  to  the  above  we  have  received  two  of  the 
advertising  circulars  used  by  Smith,  who  trades  as  the 
"Hanebald  Charrington  Analytical  Chemical  Company, 
clearers  and  diskifectors  of  steamships  by  special  appoint- 
ment, London  and  New  York.  London  works  and  offices, 
Albert  Embankment,  Vauxhall."  One  of  the  circulars  states 
that  "Kill-kill,  not  being  a  schedule  poison,  does  not  come 
under  the  Poisons  Act,  and  has  no  restriction  regarding  its 
sale."  Also  it  is  "  supplied  direct  from  manufacturers  to 
chemists  and  druggists  only." 

A  Memorial  Window. 
The  engraving  herewith  represents  in  black  and  white  the 
outlines  of  a  well  designed  stained-glass  window  erected  in 
St.  Michael's  Church,  Dumfries,  by  Mrs.  Carruthers  and 
family  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Eichard  Birrell 
Carruthers,  F.O.S.,  Ph.C,  of  Dumfries.  Mr.  Carruthers, 
whose  death  and  career  we  referred  to  in  The  Chemist 


and  Druggist  of  August  8,  1899,  page  567,  was  a  well- 
known  man  in  pharmaceutical  circles  in  Scotland.  The 
window  has  been  placed  in  the  north  aisle  of  the  church,  and 
is  5  feet  7f  inches  in  length  and  4  feet  8|  inches  in  width.  It 
represents  the  three  Christian  virtues— Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity.  F 
Glasgow  Exhibition. 

The  International  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  Arts,  and  Education  is  at  present  very  much  in 


evidence  in  Gla<gow,  and  meetings  are  being  held  daily  of 
the  British  and  French  groups.  The  Glasgow  International 
Assembly  commenced  on  July  29,  and  continues  till  Sep- 
tember 27,  and  is,  ss  was  the  case  at  Paris  last  year,  ener- 
getically looked  after  by  Professor  P.  Gedder,  of  St. 
Andrew's  and  Dundee  University.  The  present  is  the  third 
week  of  the  course,  and  the  attendance  is  beginnirg  to 
improve.  On  August  7  Professor  V.  Auger,  of  Paris,  went 
round  the  exhibits  of  the  Chemical  Section,  and  explained 
these  in  detail,  the  description  being  in  French.  The 
majority  of  the  students  were  French,  and  this  suited  them 
very  well,  but  for  the  few  who  did  not  quite  follow  all  the 
explanations  these  were  interpreted  in  English.  Speaking 
of  colour-industries,  M.  Auger  first  pointed  out  the  difference 
between  the  mineral- colours  and  the  aniline-colours.  The 
former  were  natural  products,  and  they  were  perfectly  per- 
manent and  unfading;  the  latter  were  mostly  very  much 
nicer  in  shade  of  colour,  but  they  were  fleeting.  In  speak- 
i'ng  of  these,  he  did  full  justice  to  Perkin  and  his  discovery, 
and  said  that  but  for  the  lack  of  encouragement  from  the 
British  Government  the  aniline  industry  might  have  still 
been  an  entirely  British  one  instead  of  being  transferred  to 
the  continent.  In  the  manufacture  of  mineral-colours,  how- 
ever, Great  Britain  stood  at  the  head,  and  they  held  a  prac- 
tical monopoly  in  this  branch  of  trade. 

Preferring  to  the  display  of  chlorate  of  potassium  in  one 
exhibit,  M.  Auger  spoke  of  the  application  of  electrolysis  in 
the  manufacture  of  this  salt. 

Later,  on  the  same  day,  Professor  Auger  lectured  in  the 
Exhibition  on  the  progress  of  modern  chemical-industry  in 
the  production  of  dyes,  especially  in  the  last  half  century. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  lectured  on  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts, in  the  course  of  which  he  gave  an  interesting  descrip- 
tion of  the  principal  exhibits  in  this  sectu  n. 


jfrencb  IRewe. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent  ) 


Colonial  Expansion.— The  Society  of  Colonial  Expan- 
sion at  Bordeaux  announces  in  its  Bulletin,  of  which  the 
first  number  has  recently  appeared,  that  it  has  organised  a 
special  branch  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  French  pharma- 
cists who  wish  to  emigrate  either  to  the  colonies  or  abi  oad. 
It  holds  at  the  disposal  of  its  members  private  and  official 
information  on  the  resources  of  the  French  colonies  from 
the  pharmaceutical  point  of  view.  The  "  Paul  Bert  Com- 
mittee," which  was  formed  some  years  ago  with  the  same 
object-,  has  amalgamated  with  the  Society,  whose  motto  is 
"The  Grandeur  of  France  by  the  Prosperity  of  its  Connies." 
A  graceful  compliment  is  paid  to  Great  Britain  in  this 
connection,  and  a  speech  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain)  is  reproduced  at  length.  The  Society  holde> 
an  optimistic  view  of  the  prospects  to  those  pharmacists- 
with  a  capital  of  200Z. 

Honorary  Diploma  for  Foreigners  —The  Courcil  of 
the  Paris  University  has  issued  the  following  regulations  for- 
foreign  pharmacists  who  wish  to  obtain  the  diploma  of 
pharmacien  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  here.  It  is  merely 
an  honorary  qualification,  and  canies  no  right  to  practise 
pharmacy?  on  French  territory.  The  regulations  read  as 
follows  : — 

Article  1. — A  diploma  of  pharmacien  for  the  use  of  foreign- 
students  will  be  instituted  by  the  University  of  Paris,  and  issued 
by  the  Superior  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Article  2. — Candidates  for  this  diploma  must  give  proof  of  the 
certificates  obtained  by  them  abroad.  They  will  be  required  to- 
present  their  certificates,  accompanied  by  a  translation  in  French 
made  by  a  sworn  translator,  or  countersigned  by  the  Minister  of 
their  nation  in  Paris.  On  production  of  these  documents  they 
will  be  accorded  the  equivalent  of  the  grades  obtained  abroad,  or 
partial  dispensation,  according  to  the  length  of  their  studies 
abroad. 

Article  3. — Ihe  candidates  will  be  required,  except  tbey  obtain 
special  exemption  beforehand,  to  have  practical  experier.ee  in  a 
pharmacy  in  France,  and  pass  an  examination  certifying  to  their 
practical  knowledge  like  French  students. 

Article  4-. — They  will  also  be  required  to  attend  the  lectures 
and  pass  all  the  examinations  necessary  for  obtaining  the  grade 
of  pharmacien  de  premiere  classe. 
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Article  5. — Tlie  diploma  will  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
Examining  Committee  and  the  Director  and  Secretary  of  the  School 
of  Pharmacy.  It  will  be  delivered  by  the  President  of  the  Council 
of  the  University  under  the  seal  and  in  the  name  of  the 
University  of  Paris. 

-Th3  present  regulations  will  dite  from  the  1901-1902  term. 

The  Anniversary  of  the  International  Congress 
of  Pharmacy,  held  at  Paris  last  August,  is  celebrated  by 
the  issue  of  the  full  report  of  the  Congress.  It  is  a  bulky- 
volume  of  600  pages.  The  first  part  gives  the  names  of  the 
organising  committee,  names  of  the  members,  the  li-t  of 
Governments,  and  Fr<nch  and  foreign  societies  of  pharmacy 
represented,  the  regulations  and  programme.  The  second 
part,  occupying  two-' birds  of  the  enti'e  publication,  is 
devoted  to  the  various  pap<  rs  read  at  the  meetings.  The 
remaining  portion  of  the  book  contains  the  reports  of  the 
meetings  and  description  of  the  various  fetes,  excursions,  and 
banquet,  a'so  the  inauguration  of  the  Pelletier-Cavantou 
monument.  Altogether  the  report  forms  a  valuable  and 
interesting  record  of  the  Congress.  Non-members  can 
procure  copies  at  10?.  each  by  early  application  to  the 
G/neral  Secretary,  M.  C.  Crinon,  45  rue  de  Turenne,  Paris. 

Ancient  French  Pharmacy. 

The  hobby  of  M.  Gustave  Planchon,  the  late  Director  of  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  was  the  study  of  ancient  docu- 
ments connected  with  that  educational  establishment.  As 
a  result  he  published,  in  a  series  of  pamphlets,  a  singularly 
interesting  history  of  the  school. 

His  example  wai  followed  by  other  workers,  such  as  the 
late  Professor  Gay,  of  Montpellier,  who  traced  the  history 
of  the  Catelans  (master  apothecaries  of  that  city  during  the 
sixteenth  century)  in  his  inaugural  address  at  the  seance 
sohnnelle  da  rentree  of  the  University  in  1895.  Dr. 
D  jrveaux,  Librarian  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  is  a 
bibliophile  who  occasionally  publishes  some  curious  frag- 
ments of  bjgme  pharmacy.  Of  Dr.  Cabanes'  work,  we 
have  already  given  details  in  the  C.  &  D  ,  and  if  M.  Andre 
Pontiers' recent  magnum  opus,  "The  History  of  Pharmacy," 
contains  but  little  original  matter,  it  is,  at  least,  a  remarkable 
collection  of  interesting  documents. 

The  Latest  Debutant 
to  attract  attention,  is  M.  Edmond  Lsclair,  Doctor  of  Phar- 
macy of  the  University  of  Paris.  Hi  is,  I  believe,  a  retired 
pharmacist,  who  lives  in  one  of  the  white-painted  houses  in 
the  q  iiet  rue  Puebla  at  Lille,  just  off  the  Boulevard  de 
Strasbourg,  one  of  the  main  arieries  of  that  peaceful  city. 
Dr.  Leclair  has  published  half-a-dozen  brochures  on  various 
subjects.  His  note  on  the  ''Master  Apothecaries,"  in  the 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  of  Lille,  is  interesting,  if  not 
altogether  original.  The  pamphlet  entitled  "  Parmentier 
Lsstiboudois  "  gives  a  curious  account  of  the  report  made 
by  M.  J.  B.  Lestiboudois,  apothecary  at  Lille  in  1772,  on  the 
potato  as  an  article  of  food.  His  colleague  and  disciple  of 
Parmentier  (the  introducer  of  the  potato  as  a  food  in  France 
was  himself  an  apothecary)  duly  irsists  on  the  excellent 
qualities  of  the  toothsome  tuber,  which  was  looked  upon 
with  so  much  suspicion  in  France  130  years  ago,  and  even 
now  does  not  hold  the  high  position  it  occupies  on  the 
middle-class  dinner-table  in  England. 

The  List  of  Pharmaceutical  Works 
published  at  Lyons  in  French  during  the  sixteenth  and 
subsequent  centuries  is  a  compilation  which  will  interest 
those  who  possess  little  '  Latin  and  less  Greek,"  but  still 
would  fain  study  the  commencement  of  French  pharmacy 
in  the  vulgar  tongue  The  frontispiece  of  Jean  de  Renou's 
"  Pharmaceutical  Works,"  reproduced  as  an  illustration, 
gives  a  curious  portrait- gallery  of  the  founders  of  pharmacy. 
The  remarkable  family  likeness  between  certain  of  these 
portraits  is  doubtless  the  result  of  their  similarity  in  career 
and  attainments.  Or  did  the  fifteenth-century  artist  draw 
from  his  imagination  when  authentic  documents  were 
scarce  1    Honi  soit  qui  mal  y  pense. 

.  But  the  most  curious  and  original  are  perhaps  the  three 
documents  relating  to 

The  Lille  Hospitals, 
extracted,  I  understand,  from  the  archives  of  these  establish- 
ments.   One  of  these  is  a  bill  posted  by  Royal  order  on  the 


walls  of  Lille  in  1712.  This  remarkable  document  straitly 
charges  all  doctors  and  apothecaiies  to  warn  their  patients, 
when  in  danger,  of  their  real  s'ate,  so  that  they  may  confess 
and  do  what  is  necessary  for  their  soul's  health.  The 
punishment  for  non-compliance  was  300  livres  (francs)  for 
the  first  offence,  suspension  for  the  second  and  thiid  offence. 
The  second  document  refers  to 

The  Plague, 

and  gives  some  deta'ls  of  the  "  potential  cauteries "  em- 
ployed about  1632 — thirty  years  before  the  Great  Plague  of 
London — for  the  "poor  pe3tiferes."    Quicklime  and  caustic 


potash  appear  to  hive  been  the  base  of  these  applications. 
I  may  just  quote  one  presoipticn  from  the  Lille  Pharmaco- 
poeia of  1640 : — 

Ungtientum  Basilieon  Mesne. 

Ri    Picis  nigrte, 
Resinfe  pinguis, 

Cerse  citrinas,  ana    libram  unam 

Olei  communis   hbras  duas 

Misce  ad  ignem  et  f.  unguentum. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Apostle  of  Hygiene. 

Finally,  there  are  the  directions  given  by  Pierre  Louis 
Joseph  Carette,  apothecary  of  Lille,  to  assure  the  piompt 
succour  of  the  "  sick  poor"  in  1780— Carette,  by  the  way,  is 
a  common  name  in  the  North  of  France  ;  it  is  the  name  of 
the  Mayor  of  Roubiix,  who  recently  tried  to  establish  a 
municipal  pharmacy.  The  pamphlet  is  an  argument  in 
favour  of  tending  sick  persons,  women  particularly,  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  rather  than  in  the  "  deep  damp  cellar,  full  of 
infected  air,  usually  occupied  by  a  dozen  person^,  men, 
women,  and  children,  lying  on  the  same  bed,  or  rather  the 
same  dung-heap."  He  pleads  his  cause  with  an  eloquence 
and  sincerity  which  show  him  to  be  a  true  apostle  of 
hygiene. 
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Colonial  anb  jfordon  Wiem. 


In  German  South-West  Africa.— The  Imperial  Govem- 
me  at  of  German  South-West  Africa  has  forbidden  the  sale 
of  secret  remedies,  and  will  decide  as  to  what  medicaments, 
•&c,  are  to  come  under  that  head 

A  Glass  Trust. — Negotiations  are  proceeding  between 
the  directors  of  the  leading  glass-works  in  the  Charleroi 
district  in  Belgium  and  the  American  Glass-window 
Company  to  form  a  trust.  The  American  Company  asks  as 
a  minimum  a  third  share  of  the  combined  Belgian  factories, 
bat  would  take  the  whole  if  the  masters  were  willing. 

Swiss  Pharmacopceia. — The  Permanent  Pharmacopoeia 
Committee  appointed  to  recompile  the  articles  of  the  Swiss 
Pharmacopoeia,  finding  that  so  many  alterations,  improve- 
ments, and  additions  are  necessary,  urge  the  publication  of 
ai  entirely  new  edition.  As  this  would  take  at  least  two 
jears  to  prepare  they  advise  the  work  being  started  at  once. 

Canada  and  the  German  Tariff.— The  Council  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade  has  adopted  a  resolution  deploring 
"the  continued  tariff  discrimination  of  Germany  against 
Canada,  and  urging  the  Dominion  Government  to  make 
•every  possible  effort  to  secure  the  renewal  of  the  conditions 
affecting  Canada  obtained  in  the  treaty  previously  existing 
between  Great  Britain  and  Germany. 

Conditional  Risk. — Dr.  Monson,  the  Dairy  Commis- 
sioner for  the  State  of  Colorado,  has  volunteered  to  subject 
himself  to  infection  with  animal  tuberculosis,  so  as  to  test 
Dr.  Koch's  theory,  recently  put  forth  in  London,  that  animal 
tuberculosis  cannot  be  communicated  to  human  beings. 
Dr.  Monson  makes  as  a  cjndition  of  his  experiment  that  a 
satisfactory  annuity  be  provided  for  his  family  in  the  event 
ofthe  experiment  proving  fatal. 

German  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Yokohama.— A 
■coalition  was  recently  established  between  German 
merchants  in  Yokohama  and  T.jkio,  which,  under  the  title  of 
•German  Company,  will  establish  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
represent  German  commercial  interests  in  Japan  and  other 
eastern  countries.  It  will  be  connected  with  "  East  Asian 
Club  "  in  Hamburg.  The  new  Association  intends  to  publish 
a  weekly  German  paper  after  the  model  of  the  East  Asian 
Lloyd,  in  Shanghai. 

A  New  Ordinance.— From  Lagos,  West  Africa,  we  learn 
that  a  proclamation  has  been  issued  notifying  the  public  that 
the  ordinance  to  regulate  the  sale  of  drugs  and  poisons  and 
requiring  all  droggists  to  be  licensed  has  come  into  opera- 
tion. It  is  urged  that  considerations  should  be  had  for  those 
engaged  in  the  business  before  the  passing  of  the  ordinance, 
and  on  whose  petition  the  Bill  was  amended.  In  the  sister 
•colonies  of  Sierra  Leone  and  Gold  Coast  similar  ordinances 
psssed  the  councils,  but  were  not  made  retrospective. 

German  Soaps  and  Perfumery.— While  the  export- 
business  in  perfumes  has  greatly  developed  in  Germany, 
that  of  toilet-soaps  has  fallen  off,  the  competition  in  this 
article  being  particularly  keen.  French  and  British  soaps 
are  generally  preferred.  This  is  seen  by  the  following 
figures : — In  1900  there  was  a  falling  in  the  export  of  toilet- 
soaps  from  250,000£.  in  1899  to  195.000Z.  in  1900  ;  the  trade 
in  perfumed  soap  in  bars  has  increased  to  45  OOOZ  The 
export  of  soft  soap  has  remained  about  the  same,  and 
amounts  to  25,000^.  The  export  of  perfumed  toilet-soap 
goes  principally  through  Hamburg  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  colonies. 

A  Proposed  Russian  Pharmaceutical  Congress.— It 
■was  decided  at  a  recant  meeting  of  Russian  pharmacists  to 
petition  the  authorities  for  permission  to  hold  a  congress  of 
scientific  pharmacy  in  connection  with  a  pharmaceutical 
exhibition  at  So.  Petersburg,  from  December  15  to  20  of  this 
year.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  suggeste I  that  the  bicentenary 
of  the  opening  of  the  first  public  pharmacy  in  Rassia  would 
be  celebrated ;  but  the  assertion  that  the  first  public 
pharmacy  was  opened  in  1701  has  been  disputed,  it  being  on 
record  that  such  a  pharmacy  existed  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  was  called  the  Nene  Apotheke.  A  list  of 
names  of  those  composing  its  staff  in  1677  is  said  to  be  in 
•existence. 


Hustralaeian  IRews, 

Chiefly  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
July  i,  igot.  6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 


Mr  T.  H.  Hustwick  has  been  elected  member  of  the 
New  Zealand  Pharmacy  Board  for  the  central  district,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Giesen,  who  has  left  for  England  to  study 
medicine. 

Customs  Decisions  in  New  Zealand. — Among  a 
number  of  decisions  recently  issued  by  the  New  Zealand 
Commissioner  of  Customs  are  the  following  : — Show  bottles 
and  jars  for  druggists'  shops,  as  druggist*'  sundries,  15  per 
cent. ;  electric-light  bath,  as  surgical  appliances,  free. 

Annual  Registration  — Mr.  H.  H.  le  Couteur  was  at 
Adelaide  Police  Court,  on  June  21,  fined  10s.  6d.,  and 
3/.  17s.  6d.  costs,  in  that,  beiDg  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Pnarmacy  Act  (S.A.),  1891,  he 
carried  on  business  without  taking  out  the  annual  practising 
certificate  required  by  Section  2  of  the  amending  Act  of 
1897. 

Eating  Dynamite. — At  Springsure  a  schoolboy  picked 
up  what  he  thought  was  chocolate.  It  was  a  piece  of 
dynamite,  and,  finding  it  warm  and  sweet,  he  freely  shared 
it  with  about  twenty  of  his  schoolmates.  They  soon  began 
to  feel  the  effects  of  Ihe  nitro-glycerine,  and  the  teacher 
dosed  them  freely  with  must3rd  and  hot  water,  which  got 
rid  of  the  unabsorbed  poison.  When  the  doctor  arrived  he 
found  the  boys  out  of  danger. 

Opium  in  Queensland. — The  postal  authorities  arrested 
two  Chinese  during  May — Chang  Day  Cook  and  Ah  Hee. 
Two  parcels  containing  opium  were  forwarded  to  the 
St.  George  Post-office,  and  when  the  owners  took  delivery 
they  were  arrested  on  a  search-warrant.  One  parcel  con- 
tained 1  lb.  and  the  other  2  lbs.  of  opium.  Next  day  they 
were  fined  2.01.  and  51.  respectively  for  unlawfully  having 
opium  in  their  possession. 

Charge  of  Receiving.— The  case  against  Mr.  E.  L. 
Fisher,  chemist,  Collins  Street,  Melbourne,  who  was  charged 
with  receiving  stolen  goods  from  the  lad  Shaw  (C.  $  I)., 
June  15,  page  947),  came  on  in  the  Melbourne  Criminal 
Court  on  June  21.  Evidence  was  given  that  the  goods  were 
openly  dealt  in,  and  Mr.  Justice  a'Btckett,  in  summing  up, 
said  no  jury  could  convict  unless  they  felt  that  Fisher 
bought  the  goods  knowing  them  to  have  been  stolen.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  and  the  prisoner  was 
discharged. 

Carboys  as  Trade-emblems.— The  Pharmacy  Board  of 
South  Australia  had  before  them  oa  June  20  a  notification 
that  an  unregistered  person  had  a  windov  full  of  drugs, 
chemicals,  and  patent  medicines,  together  with  three  large 
coloured  carboys.  The  writer  objected  to  the  display  of 
carboys  by  unregistered  men,  and  asked  if  the  Board  would 
endeavour  to  prohibit  such  display.  What  answer  the  Board 
gave  to  the  letter  was  not  made  public,  but  the  President 
remarked  the  writer  had  a  sensible  conception  of  the  powers 
of  the  Act. 

Reciprocity. — Mr.  Chater,  who  has  imbibed  enthusiasm 
for  Imperial  reciprocity  during  his  visit  to  England,  suggests 
that,  without  waiting  for  a  conference  or  any  further  nego- 
tiations, Queensland  should  offer  to  reciprocate  on  the  basis 
of  examination  with  any  other  Boaid  that  may  be  willing, 
without  prejudice  to  future  action.  He  desires  to  include 
New  Zealand,  Tasmania,  Canada,  and  Cape  Colony  in  the 
first  negotiation.  Notice  of  motion  only  has  been  given,  and 
the  matter  is  to  be  discussed  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Queensland  Pharmacy  B_*aid. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  in  Australia. — At  the  June  meeting 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia  a  letter 
was  received  from  Mr.  Richard  Bremridge,  Secretary  and 
Registiar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Bill  which  the  Council  of  his  Society 
had  drafted  for  the  better  regulation  of  pharmaceutical 
practice  in  Great  Britain,  and  especially  directing  attention 
to  Clause  10  of  the  draft,  which  contains  proof  of  their 
desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Australia  in  regard  to  reciprocity. 
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The  clause,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  gives  the  Britis-h 
Society  power  to  aciept  any  certificate  granted  by  legally 
constituted  pharmaceutical  auihorities  in  any  British  posses- 
sion, provided  that  such  certificate  has  been  obtained  by  the 
passing  of  an  adequate  examination. 

A  Chemist's  Stock. — The  Factories  and  Shops  Acts  have 
led  to  an  attempt  to  define  this  in  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland.  In  bath  cases  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies 
wtre  asked  to  give  the  information  by  the  offictr*  adminis- 
tering the  Acts.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the 
inquiries  : — 

Queensland. — Drugs,  chemicals,  all  medicinal  preparations, 
toilet  preparations  and  appliances,  disinfectants,  antiseptics, 
surgical  preparations,  surgical  appliances,  drugguts'  sundries, 
f  anitary  appliances,  sanitary  preparations,  foods  and  requisites 
for  invalids  and  children. 

N.  S.  Wales.— Drugs,  chemicals,  medicated  soap,  plasters, 
patent  and  proprietary  medicines,  tabloids,  compressed  herbs, 
ointment,  liniments,  toilet-requisites,  perfumery,  Boaps  (toilet  and 
medicated),  toothpicks,  bath-gloves,  sponges,  surgical  appliances 
generally,  sprays,  douches,  thermometers,  syringes,  lint,  cotton- 
wool, medical  dressing,  enemas,  bandages,  spirit-lamps,  tooth- 
stopping,  elastic  stocking,  dyes,  measure-glasses,  infants'  foods, 
feeding  eups  and  bottles,  bedpans,  artificial  teats. 

Assistants  and  the  Night-bell. — In  New  South  Wales 
persons  in  the  shops  of  registered  pharmacists  are  especially 
exempted  from  the  Factories  and  Shops  Act  so  far  as  it 
limits  hours  of  employment  to  sixty  in  the  week.  As  to 
what  constitutes  employment,  there  is  room  for  difference  of 
opinion.  Some  hold  that  the  test  should  be — Was  the 
person  at  the  stated  time  master  of  his  own  actions,  and  not 
subject  (by  contract  or  agreement  of  any  kind)  to  the  control 
or  instructions,  whether  general  or  specific,  of  his  employer  ? 
Where  a  pharmacy  is  kept  open  all  night,  and  an  assistant 
is  specially  engaged  for  that  purpose,  the  definition  no  doubt 
applies,  but  where  (as  in  most  cases)  the  assistant  who  has 
to  attend  to  the  night-bell  may  not  be  called  upon  more  than 
once  or  twice  a  month,  or  even  in  a  year,  the  definition  seems 
to  be  needlessly  rigid.  A  reasonable  absence  from  work  of 
all  kinds  is  what  the  Act  contemplates. 

Eno's  Fruit-salt — At  Melbourne,  on  June  25,  Mr. 
Justice  Holroyd  ordered  the  case  of  Messrs.  J.  C.  Eno 
(Limited)  v.  Mr.  W.  H.  Malyon,  chemist,  Ballarat,  to  be 
tried  on  the  following  issue : — "  Whether  or  not  the  defendant 
bas  sold  goods  not  being  the  manufacture  of  J.  C.  Eno  or 
the  plaintiffs  in  such  manner  as  to  induce  purchasers  to 
b3lieve  that  the  goods  so  sold  were  of  the  minufacture  of 
the  said  J.  C.  Eno  or  the  plaintiffs."  The  plaintiffs  claim 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  the  term  "  fruit-salt," 
whether  in  connection  with  their  name  or  not.  They  do 
not,  however,  lay  claim  to  the  sole  rights  to  manufacture  the 
preparation,  but  contend  that  no  person  can  use  the  name 
"fruit-salt"  without  deluding  purchasers  into  the  belief 
that  they  are  purchasing  the  article  manufactured  by 
plaintiff.  Defendant  admits  (1)  that  plaintiff  company  are 
duly  incorporated,  and  are  the  successors  in  business  of  J.  C. 
Eno,  and  that  J.  C.  Eno,  and  subsequently  the  plaintiff, 
largely  sold  and  advertised  throughout  Victoria  goods  in 
bottles  similar  to  the  bottle  produced,  and  with  similar  labels 
and  wrappers  to  those  on  or  enclosing  such  bottles ;  (2)  also 
that  the  goods  sold  by  defendant,  and  referred  to  in  the 
particulars,  are  not  the  manufacture  of  J.  C.  Eno  or  the 
plaintiff  company.  Plaiotiffd  admit  that  J.  C.  Eno  and 
plaintiffs  have  only  sold  such  goods  in  such  bottles,  and  with 
such  labels  and  wrappers  as  those  mentioned  in  defendant's 
admission.  The  particulars  of  sale  are  that  on  March  11, 
1901,  defendant  sold  J  lb.  of  fruit-sale,  for  which  a  receipt 
was  given. 


The  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Cuba  show  a 
falling-off  in  1900  of  nearly  15  per  cent.  They  were  valued 
at  288,000/.,  and  came  imported  chiefly  from  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  from  France  and 
the  United  Kingdom.  Oils,  of  all  kinds,  worth  232,000/., 
over  60  per  cent,  of  which  amount  represented  vegetable 
oils,  were  imported  almostj  exclusively  from  Spain,  the  re- 
mainder being  animal  and  mineral  oils  which  came  from  the 
United  States. 


Hmertcan  Botes. 

(From  our  New  York  Correspondent.) 


The  Terribly  Hot  Spell  with  which  New  York  has 
just  been  visited  has,  of  course,  brought  a  lot  of  business  to 
the  soda-counters.  In  fact,  it  may  safely  be  said  that  the 
hardest-wcrked  body  of  men  during  the  heat-wave  were  the 
soda-dispensers  at  the  down-town  drug-stores.  From  ti  e 
moment  the  early  risers  arrived  in  the  city  till  the  hour  o£ 
departure  these  long-suffering  soda-clerks  worked  till  they 
dropped.  All  day  loDg  they  were  faced  by  thirsty,  perspiring, 
shirt- waisted  crowds  clamouring  for  something  wet  and  cold 
to  reduce  their  temperature.  Many  shopkeepers  showed 
their  sympathy  with  the  horses  by  placing  a  big  tub  with 
a  hose  in  froLt  of  their  establishments  for  general  use, 
and  it  was  pleasing  to  see  how  thoroughly  their  thoughtful- 
ness  was  appreciated  by  both  horses  and  men.  One  firm,  of 
whimsical  inclination,  displayed  a  large  notice  against  their 
tub  to  the  effect — "This  drink  is  on  us." 

A  Bath  Adjunct — The  drug-store  windows  of  New 
York  during  the  summer  months  are  largely  given  over  to 
the  display  of  articles  in  connection  with  the  toilet  and  the 
bath.  Just  at  present  a  shoulder-yoke  shower-device  is 
coming  into  popularity.  It  consists  of  a  nickel-plated  tube 
to  fit  the  shoulders,  hinged  at  the  back  and  cpenirg  at  the 
front ;  the  tube  is  pierced  with  holes,  and  is  connected  to 
the  bath-tap  with  a  rubber  tube.  When  the  yoke  is  opened 
for  fitting  over  the  shoulder,  the  supply  of  water  is  cut  off, 
but  as  soon  as  it  is  clasped  around  a  generous  stream  flows 
soothingly  over  the  heated  body  in  a  most  refreshing 
manner.  A  Broadway  druggist  has  devised  a  striking 
method  of  advertising  this  line  ;  the  whole  of  his  window  is 
taken  up  with  a  fully  equipped  bath-tub,  in  which  stands 
the  wax  figure  of  a  lady  enjoying  a  cooling  bath  with  the 
aid  of  the  shoulder-yoke.  Needless  to  say,  it  draws  a  big 
crowd. 

The  Soda-fountain. — The  advertisement  of  the  soda- 
fountain  is  a  subject  which  ca'ls  for  a  good  deal  of  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  an  American  druggist.  Special 
drinks  with  special  titles  are  devised  to  induce  fresh  custom 
— eg.,  the  man  who  thinks  it  is  too  hot  to  drink  his  usual 
'gin  rickey "  will  not  be  disinclined  to  sample  a  '  lime 
rickey,"  which  is  the  former  minim  the  gin.  Then  we  have 
the  "Smith  frappe'or  the  "Wall  Street  lemonade,"  and  so 
on.  One  druggist,  whose  store  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  what  is  known  as  the  "  shopping  district  "  (the  neighbour- 
hood in  which  the  big  department- stores  have  congregated), 
is  given  to  using  quotations  from  the  poets  and  others  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  his  soda-counter.  At 
present  the  admonition,  "  Drink,  pretty  creature,  drink,"  is 
displayed  proLinently  in  his  window,  and  every  day  the 
shop  is  crowded  with  lady  shoppers  tumbling  over  each  other 
in  their  eagerness  to  fulfil  the  strict  letter  of  the  injunction. 

The  Success  op  a  Soda-counter  is  not  dependent 
solely  upon  the  quality  of  the  beverages  dispensed  there- 
from, nor  upon  the  method  in  which  it  is  advertised.  Much 
depends  upon  the  attractiveness  of  the  fountain  and  the 
accessories  of  the  counter.  For  instance,  many  counters  are 
fitted  with  a  neat  glass-cleaning  apparatus,  which  does  the 
work  rapidly  and  effectively.  It  consists  of  a  small  cylin- 
drical chamber,  let  into  the  top  of  the  counter,  just  large 
enough  to  receive  the  glass;  the  apparatus  is  plated,  and  on 
p'acing  the  glass  upside  down  in  it,  and  pressing  it  down, 
numerous  strong  jets  of  water  £*re  liberated,  which  com- 
pletely cleanse  the  glass  inside  and  out  in  a  few  seconds. 
Many  fountains  serve  crushed  fresh  fruits  with  their  soda, 
and  for  this  purpose  large  cut-glass  bowls,  with  E.P.  ladles 
and  coveis,  are  used.  Chocolate-syrup  has  a  large  demand, 
and  is  often  kept  in  a  handsome  plated  ewer  swinging  in  a 
stand  placed  on  the  couLter.  Large  plated  bowls  for  chipped 
ice,  cut-glass  receptacles  for  straws — all  these  things  require 
careful  attention,  and  are  important  factors  in  the  attiacdve- 
ness  of  a  soda-counter. 


The  imports  of  drugs  and  medicines  to  Rosario  during 
1900  amounted  to  78.600Z.,  against  81,000/.  in  1899. 
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East  3nMan  IRews. 


New  Business. — Mr.  J.  M.  D'Costa,  for  t  senty-two  years 
with  Smith,  S'anistreei  &  Co.,  Calcutta,  has  starred  business 
under  the  name  of  the  Oude  aDd  North-West  Provinces 
Pharmacy,  at  275  Grand  Trunk  R)ad,  Howrah. 

Mr  Tom  Bliss,  of  Lahore  and  Simla,  is  at  present  on  a 
visit  home  on  his  annual  holiday.  Mr.  Bliss  has  been  in 
the  East  thirty-seven  years,  and  is  India's  second  oldest 
chemist.  He  may  be  addressed  a$  Messrs.  Rivers  &  Cj>., 
43  Gresham  Street,  B.C. 

Arsenic  and  Beri  Beri  — The  acting  State-surgeon, 
Perak,  directs  attention  to  the  large  percentage  of  cases  of 
beri  beri  found  amongst  the  Chinese  coolies  who  work  in  the 
tin-mines  and  stand  hours  at  thtir  work  in  soil  where 
arsenic,  in  combination  with  other  metals,  is  abundan'. 

Trade  in  Cetlon.—  According  to  a  report  on  the  trale 
of  Ceylon  for  1900,  which  has  just  been  issued  by  the 
Customs  authorities,  the  exports  of  cardamoms  show  an 
increase  of  785  cwt.  5  lbs.  as  compared  with  1899,  and  of 
336  cwt.  22  lbs.  as  compared  with  1898.  The  quantity  of 
cinnamon  has  fallen  from  49,116  cwt.  3  qrs.  20  lbs.  in  1899, 
to  41215  cwt.  1  qr.  in  1900.  The  exports  of  citronel'a 
oil  have  also  decreased  by  2  454,352  oz. 

Criminal  Poisons.— The  report  of  Ihe  Chemical  Examiner 
to  the  North-West  Provinces  Government  shows  that  opium, 
arsenic,  and  datura  are  by  far  the  most  common  poisons  in 
criminal  use,  having  been  found  in  128  out  of  142  cises  of 
human  poisoning,  and  in  eighty-five  out  of  ninety  cases  of 
cattle-poisoning  during  the  year  1900.  Aconite  and  strjch- 
nine  are  much  less  frequently  used.  The  crime  of  cattle- 
poisoning  prevails  in  the  eastern  districts,  but  is  decreasing 
in  Mirzipur,  Allahabad,  and  Benares. 

Women-compounders. — At  the  suggestion  of  the  Durbar 
physician  the  Travancore  Government  have  proposed  to  open 
a  class  for  female-compounders  in  Trevandram.  The 
institution  will  be  under  the  supeivision  of  the  medical 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Women  and  Children's  Hospital.  The 
admission  will  be  restricted  to  six  candidates  of  good 
character,  education,  and  respectability,  who  will  have  to 
undergo  a  competitive  examination  in  the  three  R's,  which 
will  be  conducted  by  the  Durbar  physician. 

Decreased  Indigo  sowings.— The  area  under  indigo  in 
the  North-West  Provinces  is  rapidly  lessening,  owing  to  the 
continued  fall  in  prices.  In  1900  there  was  a  slight  and 
temporary  recovery,  but  during  the  present  year  there  has 
again  been  a  very  marked  decline.  According  to  the  pre- 
liminary statement  received  from  the  village  accountants, 
the  total  area  sown  with  indigo  up  to  the  middle  of  April 
this  year  amounts  to  119,313  acres,  as  compared  with 
188,645  acres  returned  last  year  ;  while  that  reported  to  be 
irrigated  from  cinals  up  to  the  end  of  May  last  is  78,891 
acres,  against  162,298  acres  returned  last  year.  The  decrease 
in  the  former  area  amounts  to  about  37  per  cent ,  in  the 
latter  to  50  per  cent. 


Any  book  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


Hall,  W.  S  Manual  of  Japanese  Laws  and  Bules  as  to 
Patents,  Trade-marks,  Designs.  8^x6.  Pp.40.    2s.net.  (Low.) 

Landauer,  J.  Blowpipe  Analysis.  Auth.  English  ed.  by 
J.  Taylor.    3rd  ed.    7  x  4|.    Pp.  188.    4s  6d.  (Macmillau.) 

Leach,  H.  Ship  Captain's  Medical  Guide.  Enl.  by  William 
Spooner.    13th  ed.    7|  x  4i    Pp  206.    2s.  (Simpkin.) 

Thompson,  Sir  H.  Food  and  Feeding.  11th  ed.  Appen. 
8  x  5|.    Pp.  31?.    5s.  (Warne.) 

Winslow,  K.  Veterinary  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
8vo.    21s.  net.  (Bailli'ere.) 


Mosquito-bite  Remedy.— From  Buenos  Ayres  comes  a 
report  in  favour  of  naphthaline  as  a  cure  for  mosquito-bites. 
A  small  quantity  rubbed  well  into  the  part  is  said  to 
neutralise  the  poison  of  the  bite. 


ftrafce^flDarfcs  HppUefc  fox. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  il.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  July  21,  1901.) 

"Recnac";  for  chemical  substances.  By  Emily  S.  Bealbv, 
"  Glinton,"  Farnborough,  Kent.  238,636. 

"  Twencent  "  ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  R.  F.  Doubleday, 
71  Oakhill  Road,  Putney,  S.W.  238,677. 

"  Bandolier  Brand  "  and  device ;  for  chemical  substances.  By 
Wilcox  &  Co.  (Limited*,  Harrow  Alley,  Aldgate,  E.C. 
239,052. 

"  Vinade  "  (no  claim  for  11  Vin  ;  for  a  preparation,  an  ingredient 
in  food  and  beverages.  By  the  London  Essence  Company, 
1C3  George  Street,  Camberwell,  S.E.  237,608. 

"Limonette";  for  an  aerated  beverage.  By  Camwal  (Limited', 
112  Pembroke  Street,  Caledonian  Road,  N.  233,744. 

"  Jelloid  "  (no  claim  for  "Jelly  ")  ;  for  a  cleaning  and  washing 
preparation  in  Class  47.  By  W.  H.  Jameson,  4  Deansgate, 
Bolton.  238,730. 

"  Phul-Nan  a  "  and  device;  for  a  perfume.  By  J.  Grossmitb, 
Son  &  Co.,  29  Newgate  Street,  E.C.  238,282. 

"  Idyllene  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet  preparations.  By  Vinolia 
Company  (Limited),  Maiden  Crescent,  London,  N.W. 
238,593. 

{From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  July  31,  1S01.) 

"  Kileeto  "  ;  for  insect-powder.  By  A.  Miede,  39  Upper  Brook 
Street,  Manchester.  238,456. 

Device  of  arrow  and  target,  and  wording ;  for  insecticides  and 
sheep-dips.  By  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited1,  Ash  Grcve, 
Hackney,  London.  238,749. 

"Quagga"  and  device;  for  chemical  substance.  By  Kay 
Brothers  (Limited),  St.  Petersgate  Mill,  Stockport.  238,923. 

Device ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  J.  Ellwood  Lee  Company, 
Conshohocken,  Montgomery  County,  Pa,  U.S.A.  238,931. 

"  Xl  All  Sheep-dip  " ;  for  sheep-dip.  By  G.  H.  Richards, 
124  Southwark  Street,  S.E.  £39,016. 

"  Agapbin  " ;  for  a  sheep-dip.  By  F.  Bayer  it  Co.,  Kcenig- 
strasse  27,  Elberfekl,  Germany.  239.1C9. 

"  Angier's  Petroleum  Emulsion,"  and  device;  for  a  medicine. 
By  the  Angier  Chemical  Company  (Limited1,  31  and  32  Snow 
Hill,  E.C.  235,947. 

"  CiRTap  "  ;  for  an  ointment.  By  W.  &  F.  Patrick,  34  Harehill's 
Avenue,  Leeds.  237,659. 

"Febkona";  for  medicine.    By  Uriah  "Wood,  145  Front  Street, 

Arnold,  Notts.  238,513. 
"  Ritsonia  "  ;  for  an  ointment.    By  F.  Ritson,  1  Abbey  Street, 

Carlisle.  238,817. 

"Arhine";  for  medicine.    By  J.  Brissonnet,  31  Rue  de  Mau- 

beuge,  Paris.  239,087. 
"  Phosferbade  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.   By  Reynolds 

&  Branson  (Limited1,  14  Commercial  Street,  Leeds.  238,611. 

"Golden  Throne";  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.  By 
Edward  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited),  East  London  Soapwork?, 
Bow,  E.  233,484. 

"  Bouquet  Darthenis,"  and  device  for  a  perf erne.  By 
Ed.  Pinaud,  18  Place  Vendome,  Paris.  238,590. 

"Kalodont"  ;  for  all  gcoda  in  Class  48.  By  F.  Sarg's  Sohn  & 
Co.,  iv.  Schwindgasse  7,  Vienna.  239,063. 

"  Casolia  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.  By  J.  G.  Richards, 
58a  High  Street,  Hastings.  239,090. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  August  7,  1901.) 
"  Lotol  " ;   for  chemical   substances.     By   Kodak  (Limited), 

43  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  E.C.  238,695. 
"  Mosquitol  " ;  for  chemical  substances.    By  A.  Falk,  22  Mar- 

garethenstrasse,  Vienna.  238,757. 

"Corneen";  for  all  goods  in  Class  3.  By  Emma  Kershaw, 
184  Sherlock  Street,  Birmingham.  238,809. 
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H  Cape  fl>barmaq>. 


WE  mentioned  some  lime  ago  that  Messrs.  Heynes, 
Mathew  &  Co.,  chemists,  Cape  Town,  had  opened  a 
branch  at  Rondebosch,  one  of  the  aristocratic  suburbs  of 
the  capital.    We  have  now  received  photographs  of  the  new 


A  Cape  Pharmacy. 

place,  which  we  reproduce  as  a  good  example  of  how  things 
are  done  out  there.  The  pharmacy  is  in  an  entirely  new 
building,  opposite  the  station  at  the  corner  of  Duke  and 
Station  Roads.  The  interior  of  the  pharmacy  is  of  fine 
proportions,  and  elegantly  arranged.  The  ceiling  is  a  de- 
parture from  the  ordinary  style,  as  the  ends  do  not  terminate 
abruptly  square  to  the  walls,  but  meet  them  in  graceful 
curves.  The  entire  surface  is  in  floral  and  panelled  relief, 
each  detail  of  which  is  tinted  with  some  delicate  shade  of 
fawn,  light  green,  rose  pink,  or  soft  blue.  A  slender  line  of 
gold,  traced  throughout,  adds  the  requisite  brightness  and 
contrast.  The  dispensing-screen  is  of  original  design,  and 
the  other  fittings  are  as  artistic  as  they  are  convenient  for 
storage  and  display.  Special  attention  has  been  given  to 
photographic  materials,  and  a  dark-room  is  provided  for 
customers. 


Stoppered  Burettea. 

By  F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

THE  value  of  these  instruments  over  the  old  form  of  rubber- 
tubing  and  clamp  is  very  considerable,  and  perhaps  the 
latter  are  almost  entirely  superseded.  There  is,  however,  a 
trouble  with  the  former,  which  is  often  an  expensive  one — 
viz  ,  the  sticking  of  the  stopper,  and  in  the  attempt  of  re- 
moving it,  fracture  results,  and  bang  goes  five  saxpences  1 
The  usual  lubricants,  glycerin,  vaselin,  and  liquid  paraffin 
are  good  if  carefully  used,  and  renewed  from  time  to  time 


but  the  suggestion  now  made  may  be  even  better  than  the  use 
of  these.  It  is  to  have  a  notch  or  semicircle,  or  circle,  in  the 
pait  of  the  burette-stand  holding  the  burette  in  which  to  slide 
the  stopper  when  not  in  use,  and  adopt  the  rule  to  place  it 
there  when  not  required.  It  will  be  necessary  to  mark  or 
number  each  burette  and  its  stopper  with  a  diamond  or 
piece  of  flint,  for  when  many  are  in  use  they  may  become 
like  stoppers  of  laboratory-bottles,  very  much  mixed.  In 
our  own  students'  laboratory  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  bottles 
were  so  mixed  at  the  last  inspection  ;  but  the  numbering 
plan  enables  one  to  remedy  the  matter.  A  crude  drawing 
is  appended  to  show  what  is  meant.  A  piece  of  leather 
tacked  on  the  side  of  the  burette-clamp  could  also  be  used, 
but  I  favour,  and  have  used  now  for  some  time,  the  former 
with  my  apparatus. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3reIano. 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Couccil  was  held  on  August  7, 
at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin.  The  President  (Mr. 
George  D.  Beggs)  presided,  and  the  other  members  present 
were  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  I.  Bernard),  Mr.  Grindley 
(Hon.  Treasurer),  Professor  Tichborae,  Mr.  G.  Brown,  Mr.  T. 
N.  Moffitt,  (Belfast),  and  Mr.  Simpson. 

The  President  mentioned  that  a  monthly  meeting  was 
summoned  for  July  3,  but  a  quorum  did  not  attend. 

The  Dalkey  Poisoning-case. 

The  Registrar  (Mr.  Ferrall)  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  C. 
Friery,  the  Coroner  for  the  City  of  Dublin,  calling  attention 
to  the  following  letter  which  he  had  published  in  the 
Independent  newspaper  of  Dublin,  and  which,  he  said,  he 
trusted  the  Council  would  consider  satisfactory  : — 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  remarks  made  by  me  at  the 
above  inquest  (the  Dalkey  po'soning-case)  anent  the  sale  of 
poisons,  I  was  speaking  at  the  time  from  my  recollection  of  the 
wordirig  of  the  Act,  and  I  find,  on  referring  to  the  statute,  that 
there  are  two  schedules,  each  of  which  contains  a  list  of  poisons. 
The  first  schedule  enumerates  ten  distinct  poisons  which  miy  not 
be  sold  "  to  any  person  unknown  to  the  seller  unless  such  person 
is  introduced  by  some  person  known  to  the  seller ;  and  on  every 
sale  of  any  such  article  the  seller  shall,  before  delivery,  make,  or 
cause  to  be  made,  an  entry  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
statiDg  in  the  form  set  forth  in  Schedule  B  to  the  Act  annexed, 
the  date  of  the  sale,  the  name  and  address  of  the  purchaser,  the 
name  and  quantity  of  the  article  sold,  and  the  purpose  for  which 
it  is  stated  by  the  purchaser  to  be  required,  to  which  entry  the 
signature  of  the  purchaser  aDd  of  the  person  (if  any)  who  intro- 
duced him  shall  be  affixed  "  ;  and  then  a  penalty  is  provided  for 
violation  of  the  provision.  Had  I  been  a  medical  man  I  suppose 
I  should  have  known  that  laudanum,  although  a  deadly  poison, 
and  which  I  am  informed  is  a  preparation  of  opium,  is  one  of 
eleven  distinct  poisons  set  forth  in  the  second  schedule,  and  the 
sale  of  which  imposes  upon  the  vendor  the  necessity  of  merely 
labelling  it  "  Poison,"  and  adding  thereto  his  name  and  address 
and  the  name  of  the  poison.  Why  the  framers  of  the  Act  should 
have  differentiated  between  the  two  sets  of  poisons  I  fail  to  under- 
stand ;  but  it  is  only  fair  that  I  should  state,  in  reference  to  the 
two  highly  respectable  chemists,  Messrs.  Mannin  and  Cahill,  that 
they  have  complied  with  the  law,  and  I  regret  that  my  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  different  poisons  should  have  led  me  to  make 
any  reflection  on  them. — Yours  truly,  C.  Fbiery,  Coroner. — 
Foxhall,  Raheny,  June  5,  1901. 

The  President  said  that  letter  was  satisfactory,  and  that 
the  two  gentlemen  named  had  more  than  conformei  to  the 
requirements  of  the  law. 

Detecting  Pharmacy  Act  Offenders. 

In  reference  to  a  deputation  from  the  Council  which  had 
an  interview  with  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  on  July  28,  on  (he  subjf  ct  of  the  detection  and 
prosecution  of  offenders  against  the  Pharmacy  Acts, 

The  President  said  the  deputation  consisted  of  Mr.  Wells, 
the  Vice-President,  and  himself.  They  explained  to  the 
Inspector-General  what  they  wanted  him  to  do.  He  gave 
them  a  very  patient  hearing  and  courteous  reception,  and 
said  he  would  direct  the  Constabulary  to  he'p  them  as  far 
as  possible,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he  would  suggest  that 
they  draft  a  letter  expressing  their  wants,  when  he  would 
consider  the  matter  fully. 

Prosecution-results. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  R,  K.  Clay,  solicitor  to  the  Council,  re- 
ported that  the  Magittrates  of  Tullimore  had  fined  Messrs. 
P.  &  H.  Egan  Is  ,  and  l.s.  6d.  costs,  for  a  breach  of  the 
Poisons  Act,  the  Magist'ates  being  of  opinion  that  the  fine 
should  be  only  nominal. 

The  President  said  this  result  brought  matters  to  a 
climax.  They  had  received  Is.  fine,  and  Is.  6d  costs,  whilst 
the  case,  at  the  lowest  computation,  had  cast  them  fifty 
guineas.  In  his  opinion,  the  time  had  now  arrived  when 
the  Council  should  make  a  representation  to  the  Castle  on 
the  subject.  They  had  not  the  requisite  funds  for  conduct- 
ing the  prosecutions,  and  it  was  evident  that  local  Magis- 
trates were  in  favour  of  the  traders.  The  result  was  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  obtain  convictions  ;  and  when  they 
were  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  one,  a  resolution  was  imme- 


diately passed  asking  the  Lord-Lieutenant  for  a  reduction  of 
the  penalty,  and  on  many  occasions  it  was  reduced  accord- 
ingly ;  but  he  might  mention  that  this  had  not  happened  on 
the  last  three  or  four  occasions.  He  was  inclined  to  think 
that  in  future  they  should  send  cases  that  called  for  prose- 
cution to  the  Castle,  to  be  dealt  with  there.  The  Govern- 
ment had  given  them  Acts  of  Parliament,  but  it  had  not 
given  them  f  unds  to  carry  out  the  Acts ;  and  when  the  Council 
tried  to  do  their  duty  throughout  the  country,  they  were  in 
many  cases  frustrated  by  the  servants  of  the  Government. 

The  Vice-President  :  It  has  been  explained  to  us  that 
the  Acts  do  not  cast  on  us  the  onus  of  prosecuting.  What 
the  Acts  say  is  that  we  "  may  "  do  so.  It  is  competent  to 
anyone  to  prosecute  under  our  Acts.  The  Government 
should  either  supply  us  with  the  necessary  funds  or  see  that 
those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  law 
are  not  antagonistic  to  us,  and  that  they  give  us  ordinary 
justice. 

Mr.  Grindley  :  Even  if  we  got  the  full  fine  in  this  case 
we  should  be  out  of  pocket. 

The  President:  Very  considerably. 

The  Vice-President  :  Even  where  we  get  convictions  we 
are  fined  largely  for  carrying  out  the  Acts  of  Parliament. 

Professor  Tichborne  said  he  fully  entered  into  the  feeling 
which  had  been  expressed  by  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  about  this  matter.  The  proper  course  now  was  to 
approach  the  Castle  on  the  subject. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Clay  reported  that  in  Sligo 
Frederick  Marshall  had  been  Seed  52.  for  an  illegal  sale  of 
poison  contained  in  a  horse-blister,  but  that  the  Bench  would 
not  give  costs  as  they  were  near  to  not  convicting  ;  and  that 
another  case,  against  a  Mr.  Casey,  managing  director  of  the 
Sligo  Drug  Company  (Limited),  for  unlawful  compounding, 
had  been  dismissed,  with  10a'.  costs  to  the  defendant. 

A  letter  from  the  Acting  Petty  Sessions  Clerk  of  Sligo 
gave  notice  that  Mr.  Marshall  intended  to  appeal. 

Professor  TICHBORNE  :  It  is  a  novelty  to  me  to  hear  that 
a  man  can  appeal  after  he  has  pleaded  guilty.  After  I  got 
into  the  box  Mr.  Marshall's  lawyer  said  he  was  not  going  to 
fight  the  case. 

The  Vice-President  :  In  Sligo  the  Government  cannot  get 
their  own  Acts  of  Parliament  enforced  :  they  are  not  able  to 
enforce  the  law.  There  is  another  "  executive  "  there  which 
is  far  stronger  and  more  popular  than  they  are. 

The  Conference  Books. 

The  President  announced  that  at  the  recent  B.P.  Con- 
ference he  had  the  honour  of  being  presented  with  some  ten 
very  handsome  volumes  of  books,  which  formed  part  of  the 
Bell  and  Smith  bequest,  for  their  acceptance  by  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  He  might  mention 
that  he  undertook  that  the  volumes  should  be  placed  in 
their  library,  and  they  would  be  always  accessible  to  their 
students.  They  consisted  of  the  following : — Roscoe  and 
Schorlemmer,  "  Treatise  on  Chemistry,"  six  volumes  ;  "  Foods,' 
by  Smith,  two  volumes  ;  "  Microbes,  Ferments,  and  Moulds," 
by  Fourescrt,  one  volume ;  and  "  The  Atomic  Theory,"  by 
Wurtz,  one  volume  (the  volumes  were  placed  on  the  table). 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grindley,  seconded  by  Mr.  Brown, 
the  best  thanks  of  the  Council  were  voted  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  for  their  munificent  gift.  The 
Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria  was  thanked  for  a  copy  of  their 
Report  for  1900,  and  Dr.  Power,  director  of  the  Wellcome 
Research  Laboratories,  for  four  specimens  of  rare  chemicals. 

Examination-report. 
The  report  of  the  examiners  showed  that  at  the  recent 
Preliminary  examination  15  candidates  passed,  and  14  were 
rejected  ;  that  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  examination 
there  were  5  candidates,  of  whom  3  passed  ;  that  5  candi- 
dates presented  themselves  at  the  Druggists'  examination,  of 
whom  2  passed  ;  and  that  at  the  examination  for  the  licence 
21  candidates  presented  themselves,  of  whom  13  passed. 

Elections. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Connor,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
Messrs.  William  J.  Adamson  (Ballina),  John  McBirney 
(Ballybay),  and  Robert  Wolfe,  of  Rehabari,  Upper  Assam, 
India,  were  elected  members  of  the  Society. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of, 

The  Council  adjourned. 
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Elementary  Dlspenetn^practice. 

By  Joseph  Ikce. 


Pilule,  pills. 

LATIN.    Pilula,  noun  fern.  1st  declension  ;  Gen.  pilules, 
of  a  pill ;  Accus.  sing,  pilulam,  a  pill ;  Accus.  plur. 
pilulas,  pills. 

Misce,  fiant  pilulse  duodecitn  asquales,  leves  et  rotundas; 
ne  nimis  sint  duras  neque  molles.  Mix  and  make  twelve 
pills  (literally,  let  twelve  pills  be  made)  of  equal  size, 
smooth  (levis,  not  levis,  light)  and  round.  Let  them  not  be 
either  too  hard  or  soft. 

Making  pills  is  one  of  the  regular  employments  of  the 
dispenser.  The  ingredients  are  chiefly  powders,  which  have 
to  be  kneaded  together  into  a  mass  before  being  rolled  out 
into  the  number  of  pills  prescribed.  Choose  always  a  pestle 
with  straight  wooden  handle,  with  turned  top  so  as  the  lees 
to  hurt  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  narrow  Wedgewood  head  ; 
reject  the  broad,  fat-headed  pestle  with  short,  tapering 
handle,  which  is  an  instrument  combining  inefficieccy  with 
the  minimum  of  leverage  or  kneading-power.  Carefully 
scrape  out  the  pill-mass  from  the  mortar,  leaving  none 
behind;  dust  a  little  powdered  starch  over  the  hardwood 
board  of  the  pill-machine  ;  roll  the  mass  into  a  cylinder, 
then  lay  it  on  the  brass  groove?,  and,  by  a  slight  backwards 
and  forwards  motion,  with  downward,  equal  pressure,  the 
mass  is  divided  into  pills.  Half-an-hour's  observation  of 
the  mode  of  work  of  an  experienced  dispenser  is  of  far  more 
value  than  reams  of  theoretical  description.  Practice  only 
can  teach  the  art  of  rolling  pills — rather,  it  is  a  knack, 
which  some  rapidly  acquire,  and  in  which  they  show  great 
skill. 

The  Excipient  is  the  term  used  for  the  substance — liquid 
or  solid — which  is  added  to  bind  the  ingredients  of  a  pill- 
mass  into  a  plastic  and  adhesive  condition.  Every  dispenser 
in  time  gets  to  prefer  an  excipient  of  his  own,  either  for 
general  use  or  adapted  to  particular  cases.  He  is  quite 
right,  since  a  definite  excipient  is  rarely  prescribed,  the 
pharmacist  being  wisely  left  to  his  own  discretion. 

The  beginner  is  strongly  cautioned  against  adding  his 
excipient  with  a  too  timid  hand ;  let  his  first  care  be  to 
know  about  how  much  is  wanted,  otherwise  he  will  use,  say, 
twice  too  much,  and  the  pill  will  be  both  enormous  and 
badly  made.  Still,  the  instant  he  finds  his  excipient  not 
sufficient  let  him  add  more ;  rapid  and  courageous  dis- 
pensing is  the  secret  of  success  in  this  department.  Large 
pill-masses,  made  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
or  private  formulas,  are  laboratory  preparations,  and  are 
outside  elementary  dispensing.  They  are  not  kneaded 
together,  but  pounded  and  beaten— in  some  instances  pre- 
pared by  heat,  and  in  one  (pilula  hydrargyri)  by  preliminary 
trituration.  Stock  pill-masses  have  the  advantage  of  being 
made  with  definite  known  weights  of  ingredients  and 
excipient ;  for  example,  on  the  large  scale,  pix  liquida  may 
be  made  into  an  excellent  mass,  thus  : — 

Tar  Pills. 

Picis  liquidse, 

Pulveris  glycyrrhizae,  aa    16  oz. 

By  weight.    Mix  cold.    Beat  well  together. 

Prescribed  in  large  quantities  as  five-grain  pills  by  the 
late  Dr.  Seymour. 

Make  and  keep  in  readiness  these  four  excipients  : — 

1.    Hydrated  Glycerin. 


Glycerin   4 

Aquae  destillatae    1 

2.    Glucose  Excipient. 

Glucose   12 

Glycerin    4 

Water   1 

Mix  cold.  All  by  weight. 

3.    Mel  Liquidum. 

Mellis  angl   2 

Aquae  dest.    ...       ...       ...       ...  1 

Baise  to  boiling-point  and  skim. 


4     Proctor's  Paste. 

Glycerini   9  (fluid) 

Tragacanthas  pulv   3 

Aquae  ...   4  (fluid) 

Mix,  cold,  glycerin  and  tragacanth  first,  water  added  last. 

This  excipient  is  useful  in  the  general  run  of  pill -prescribing. 

Sleight  of  hand  is  the  first  rtquisite  in  varnishing  or 
silvering  pills.  A  varnish  good  enough  for  experimental 
purposes  may  be  made  from  "spent  tolu" — that  is,  tolu 
remaining  after  preparing  syrupus  tolutanus  : — 

Tolu   ...  1 

Methylated  ether    3 

Dissolve  by  standing  and  decant. 

For  the  process  a  smoothly  glazed  covered  pot  answers 
well ;  drop  in  varnish  enough  to  damp  the  pills,  and  rapidly 
but  equally  rotate  without  jerky  motion.  Should  you  be  in 
the  first  instance  unfortunate,  and  find  the  varnished  pills 
stick  together,  at  once  add  a  little  ether  and  rotate  once 
more.  Silvering  is  an  affair  of  tact  and  nicety  ;  the  simplest 
and  best  appliances  are  two  covered  pots,  one  twice  the  size 
of  the  other,  and  the  top  of  a  chip  box. 

Damp  the  pills  in  the  lid  of  the  box  with  a  mixture  of 
mucilage  of  gum  acacia  2,  distilled  water  1.  Throw  them 
into  the  small  covered  pot  into  which  a  leaf  of  silver  foil  has 
been  put  ;  rotate  rapidly  without  jerking,  and  with  an  easy 
swing ;  then  transfer  into  the  larger  pot  to  rid  the  pills  of 
superfluous  adherent  silver-leaf,  and  repeat  the  rotation  by 
way  of  giving  a  final  polish.  There  are  many  other  small 
manoeuvres  practised  which  may  be  left  to  a  clever  dispenser 
to  find  out.  Pills  containing  sulphur,  amongst  which  must 
be  counted  asaf etida,  must  be  varnished  first  before  silvering  ; 
hydrargyri  perchloridum  follows  the  same  rule. 

Let  us  see  what  can  be  done  with  the  mi3t  familiar 
object  in  the  pharmacy,  powdered  rhubarb  : — 

Rhubarb  Pills. 
(1) 

R    Pulv.  rhei    3ij. 

Mellis  liquidi   rr|xx. 

Misce  fiant  pilulce  xij. 

The  excipient  is  in  proportion  of  one-half  to  the  weight 
of  rhubarb,  therefore,  as  it  is  a  known  quantity  add  the 
whole  at  once ;  knead  together  firmly  and  quickly,  and  you 
can  scarcely  fail,  nor  could  you  have  a  better  mass  on  which 
to  practise  rolling.  Should,  however,  the  best  intentions 
not  be  at  first  crowned  with  success,  round  the  pills  when 
cut  with  one  of  the  boxwood  rounders  commonly  supplied  ; 
try  the  deep  side,  as  these  are  5-gr.  pills.  When  finished, 
neither  these  nor  any  others  should  be  smothered  with 
powder,  suggestive  of  a  patent  medicine  or  concealment  of 
bad  work. 

White  powder  of  some  sort  is  preferred  in  Great  Britain  ; 
pulvis  marantse  will  do,  but  every  pharmacist  prefers  a 
mixture  of  his  own. 

(2) 

ft    Pulv.  rhei   gr.  xxx. 

Glycerin,  hydrat  TT|x. 

M.  fiant  pilulae  viij. 

The  excipient  here  is  a  known  quantity,  in  the  proportion 
of  one-third  of  the  weight  of  rhuoarb,  therefore  add  all  at 
onoe. 

(3) 

The  next  illustration  is  a  trial  of  skill,  in  which  many 
fail  before  they  know  the  amount  of  excipient  required,  and 
that  it  must  be  added  all  at  once  : — 

ft    Pulv.  rhei   gr.  xxx. 

Ess.  zingiberis        ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

[Tinct.  zingib.  fort.  1885.] 

M.  fiant  pilulae  vj. 

Palvis  rim  is  occasionally  prescribed  in  pills  when  the 
form  of  powder  would  seem  preferable ;  the  dose  itself  is 
not  beyond  the  average,  but  the  pills  are  inconveniently 
large. 

The  use  of  the  "  Self  Tincture  "  (tinctura  ejusdem)  then 
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comes  into  play — that  is,  a  tincture  bearing  the  same  name 
as  the  chief  irgredient  in  a  pill-mass  : — 

(4) 

r    Pulv.  rliei   gr.  vj. 

M.  fiat  pilula.    Mitte  iv. 
Add  self  tincture  (in  this  case  tinct.  rhei)  as  the  excipient, 
and  mass  with  simple  syrup. 

It  should  be  noted  that  it  is  always  syrup  with  a  tincture, 
and  not  mucilage  ;  also  that  in  these  cases  rapid  dispensing 
is  essential. 

(5) 

(Another  illustration.) 

B    Magnes.  calcinat  gr.  v. 

Khei  pulv  gr.  iij. 

Zingiberis  pulv  gr.  j. 

M.  in  pilulas  duas  dividenda  massa;  binse  primo  mane  sumenda?. 
Make  with  tinct.  rhei  cum  syrupo. 

Gregory's  stomachic  powder  will  be  here  recognised  in  a 
new  form  : — 

(6) 

R    Pulv.  rhei   gr.  xxiv. 

Zingiberis  pulv  gr.  vj. 

Syrupi  q.s. 

Ut  fiant  pilulas  vj. 

The  size  of  these  pills  is  undesirable  ;  either  of  two 
tinctures  is  at  disposal. 

Add  5  minims  of  tincture  of  rhubarb,  or  5  of  essence  of 
ginger,  and  mass  with  syrup. 

A  not  unusual  combination  is  pulvis  rhei  with  ferri  sul- 
phas in  pill-form.  The  desiccating — that  is,  drying — 
influence  of  the  iron  salt  hinders  the  cohesion  of  the  mass. 
This  is  obviated  by  a  very  simple  expedient.  Whenever 
ferri  sulphas  is  ordered  in  a  pill,  put  a  minim  or  two  of  pure 
glycerin  on  it  first: — 


M 


Ferri  sulphat. 
Pulv.  rhei 
Glycerin,  hydrat. 

ut  fiant  pilulas  vj. 


9j. 

9sa. 

q.s. 


Although  the  excipient  ordered  is  bydrated  glycerin,  put 
first  and  direct  on  the  iron  salt  2  miDims  of  pure  glycerin  ; 
then  add  the  rhubarb  and  mass.  A  far  more  difficult  com- 
bi cation  is  extract  of  rhubarb  and  ferrous  sulphate;  damp 
the  iron  salt  with  pure  glycerin  first,  then  add  the  extract. 

Aloetic  Pills. 

Aloetic  pills — namely,  those  havingaloes  as  chief  ingredient 
— are  by  no  means  difficult  to  dispense,  provided  always  that 
manipulation  is  rapid.  Mucilage  of  gum  acacia  is  a  very 
i-afe  excipient,  and  the  best  with  which  to  begin  practice. 
When  a  certain  facility  has  been  gained,  there  is  no  excipient 
comparable  with  decoct,  aloes  comp.  One  of  the  most 
popular  pills  in  pharmacy  is  that  known  as  Lady  Webster's, 
subsequently  imder  the  patronage  of  Lady  de  Crespigoy  and 
Lady  Hesketh.    It  is  represented  thus  in  its  modern  form  : — 

(1) 

r    Aloes  ... 

Mastich  

Pulv.  saponis ... 

M.  divide  in  pilulas  tres. 

The  essential  change  is  the  addition  of  the  soap :  they  were 
always  3-gr.  pills. 

Very  little  mucilage  will  be  wanted  as  excipient,  and  much 
le-s  dfc.  aloes  comp.  When  finished  they  should  have  a 
glazed  appearance,  be  perfectly  hard,  and  should  not  require 
any  powder  whatever  to  prevent  adherencs  : — 

(2) 

R    Aloes   gr.  xv. 

Resina?  jalapa?    gr.  vj. 

Pulv.  saponis...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  iij, 

M.  fiant  pilulse  vj.    Excipient,  dec.  aloes  comp.  mj. 

Judg  nent  is  essential  in  using  dec.  aloes  comp.,  because 
it  is  to  efficacious  and  has  to  be  added  in  small  quantities. 


gr-  vj. 
gr-  ij- 
gr-  j- 


There  is  the  chance  that  the  mass  may  suddenly  become  as 
hard  as  flint — instantly  then  add  another  m  nim  ;  that  not 
being  sufficient,  add  a  second,  or  as  required.  This  is  the 
one  trouble  in  the  use  of  this  excipient.  Wno  hesitates  is  lost. 
Dr.  Paris's  cathartic  pills  are  a  fair  specimen  of  aloes  dis- 
pensing : — 

(3) 

r    Aloes  spicat   ...    gr.  v. 

Scammonia?  gr.  iij. 

Ext.  rhei   gr.  x. 

Pulv.  capsici  gr.  iss. 

01.  caryoph  njij. 

Fiant  pilulse  iv.,  i?  quibua  sumantur  bina?  [two  at  a  time]  hora 
decubitus  p.r.n. 

Add  the  aloes  direct  to  the  essential  oil.  Resinous 
powders  should  be  mixed  first  with  an  essential  oil  present. 

w 

B    Aloes  s      ...  gr.  xiv. 

Pulv.  saponis    gr.  x. 

Ol.carui    ltivj. 

Massa  in  pilulas  sex  dividenda. 

The  mass  remains  too  soft ;  stiffen  with  calcium  phosphate, 
an  excellent  desiccant. 

In  the  next  ar.dlatt  aloes  pill  aqua  destillatais  prescribed 
as  the  excipient : — 

(5) 

K    Aloes  gr.  xvj. 

Myrrh  a?   gr.  vj. 

Pulv.  saponis  ...    gr.  ij. 

Aqua?  destillata?      ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

Ut  fiant  "pilula?  vj. 

This  use  of  water  as  an  excipient  is  not  infrequent : — 

R    Beberina?  sulphat  gr.  v. 

Aqua?  dest.    ...       ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

Fiat  pilula.    Mitte  vj. 

R    Pulv.  opii   gr.  xij. 

Aqua?  dest   ...  q.s. 

Fiant  pilula?  xij.    Una  h.s.  sumenda. 

R    Gum.  ammoniac!   gr.  xx. 

Aqua?  dest  q.s. 

Fiat  massa  in  pilulas  iv.  dividenda  ;  bina?  pro  dosi  sumenda?. 


IPersonaUtieSo 


Mr.  A.  E.  Thomas,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  F.I.C.,  F.C.S  ,  has  been 
appointed  science  master  at  Tiverton  Technical  Science  and 
Art  School. 

Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J.P  ,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Cambridge,  has  been  appointed  a  delegate  for  the  Cambridge 
Corporation  to  attend  the  conference  on  water-supplies  and 
river-pollution,  to  be  held  in  London  next  month. 

An  American  contemporary  states  that  Mr.  Henry  S. 
Wellcome  has  commissioned  Mr.  Robert  Gordon  Hardie,  of 
New  York,  to  paint  the  portrait  of  George  Washington  in 
his  Masonic  regalia  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The 
portrait  will  be  presented  next  winter  to  the  head  of  the 
Order. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coward,  who  has  represented  Messrs.  Ayrton 
&  Saunders,  Liverpool,  for  many  years  in  North  and  South 
Wales,  will  in  the  future  represent  that  firm  in  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  and  dis'iict.  His  place  in  North  and  South  Wales 
will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Harold  S.  Young,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  William  M.  Warren,  the  general  manager  of 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co  ,  has  recently  been  on  this  side 
on  a  business  trip.  His  return  to  the  States  has  been  an 
eventful  one,  as  he  was  one  of  the  passengers  on  board  the 
s.s.  Oceanic  wh<-n  she  ran  into  and  sank  a  collier  during  a 
fog  off  the  coast  of  Ireland  on  August  8.  Mr.  Warren  was 
amongst  those  who  reached  deck  in  time  to  see  the  doomed 
vessel  sink,  and  he  describes  the  sight  as  one  never  to  be 
forgotten. 
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Scientific  progress. 


Oil  of  Wild  Berjamat.  —  Braudel  and  Kremers  (Chemiker 
Zeitung,  19C1,  177)  have  examined  the  oil  of  the  so-called  wild 
bergamot  {Monarda  fiitulosa).  They  have  identified  in  it  the 
bodies  thymoquinone  and  hjdrothymoquinone. 

A  Hear  Saccharin  Reaction.—  According  to  Leys 
(Pharm.  Central.,  1901,  418)  the  following  is  an  exceedingly 
delicate  reaction  for  saccharin.  A  few  c.c.  of  a  solution  con- 
taining about  1  in  3,000  of  saccharin  is  treated  with  2  drop*  of 
ferric-chloride  solution,  and  made  up  to  100  c.c.  with  water. 
Two  c  c.  of  hydrogen-peroxide  solution  is  then  added.  After  half 
an  hour  an  intense  violet  coloration  is  developed,  which  is 
permanent  so  long  as  excess  of  hydrogen  peroxide  is  not  present. 

Menthol  Deriv.tlves. — By  the  action  of  PC5  on  menthol 
in  l;groin,  menthyl  cMoride  is  obtained.  Several  bodies  are 
apparently  obtained  at  the  same  time,  and  if  one  separates  the 
chloride,  boiling  at  110°,  and  treats  it  with  sodium  (in  ether) 
menthene,  menthane  and  dimenthyl  are  obtained.  Of  the  latter 
compound  two  isomers  are  obtained,  one  liquid  and  the  other 
crystalline.  Crystalline  dimenthyl,  C.20H-c„  melts  at  106°,  and 
boils  at  185°  at  21  mm.  It  is  strongly  lsevorotatory.  The 
liquid  isomer  is  also  loevorotatory :  it  is  a  liquid  of  sp.  gr.  0  8925. 

Quinine  Sacciarlnate. — If  1  molecule  of  quinine,  quite 
free  from  water,  is  mixed  with  1  molecule  of  saccharin  in 
alcoholic  solution,  there  remains,  on  evaporation  of  the  solvent, 
a  syrupy,  fluorescent  liquid,  which  will  not  crystallise  (Chem. 
Central.,  1901,  II.,  357).  If,  however,  one  uses  2  molecules  of 
bodium  saccharin  in  a  warm  solution  of  60-per  cent,  alcohol,  with 
1  molecule  of  quinine  sulphate  in  95  per-cent.  alcohol,  a  well- 
defined  crystalline  basic  quinine  saccharinate  is  eisily  obtained. 
It  foims  needles  melting  at  19t°  to  195°,  and  is  soluble  in  130  parts 
of  boiling  water. 

The  EsllmatlDn  of  Cocaine.  —  Garset  and  Collie  propose 
to  estimate  cocaine  in  tli9  following  manner.  The  solution,  con- 
taining about  1  per  cent,  of  the  base  or  its  salt,  is  treated  with 
excess  of  decinormal  iodine  solution,  by  which  means  a  precipitate 
of  di  iodocDcaine  hydriod  de,  CnH.2[N04HIL2,  is  formed.  The 
excess  of  iodine  ii  tioratei  with  thiosulphate  solution  in  the  usual 
manner.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  this  is  one  of 
those  processes  which  are  only  of  use  when  one  is  dealing  with 
a  solution  of  a  purd  compound  free  from  foreign  substances  — 
conditions  which  seldom  hold  in  actual  practice. 

Some  New  Hemed^es. — Euguform  is  a  greenish-white, 
insoluble,  almost  odourless  powder,  recommended  as  a  powerful 
antiseptic,  to  be  used  especially  as  a  dusting-powder.  Chemically 
it  is  acetyl-methylene  diguaiacol.  Cuprargol  is  a  copper  com- 
pound with  albumen,  analagcus  to  protargol,  which  i3  now  some- 
what extensively  employed  in  medic  ne.  It  forms  a  green  powder, 
easily  soluble  in  water.  Iodocol  is  a  compound  of  iodine  with 
guaiacol.  It  forms  a  deep-red  powder,  insoluble  in  water,  con- 
taining about  42  per  cent,  of  iodine.  It  has  been  very  favourably 
reported  upon  by  Cattanin  in  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  other  lung- 
affections,  its  favourable  action  being  apparently  due  to  the  great 
ease  with  which  it  is  absorbed  in  tbe  system.  It  is  given  in  doses 
of  0'3  to  04  gr.,  four  or  five  times  per  diem. 

Tbe  Chemistry  of  Soldo. — An  interesting  paper  on  the 
botany  and  chemistry  of  boldo-leaves  appears  in  the  current  issue 
of  the  Pharm.  Central.  (1901,  461)  by  Dr.  Neger.  He  states  that 
the  essential  oil  which  he  distils  from  the  leaves  combines  readily 
to  a  certain  extent  with  ammonia,  thereby  losing  its  odour.  With 
ferric  chloride  it  yields  a  yellowish-green  colour.  Its  sp.  gr. 
at  19°  was  0'9183.  No  further  details  of  the  composition  of 
the  oil  are  given.  An  alkaloid,  named  boldin,  was  also  prepared 
in  the  form  of  a  white  powder,  which  was  not  obtained  in  the 
crystalline  condition.  Finally,  the  glucoside  extracted  by  Chapo- 
teaut  was  isolated  and  examined.  0.i  hydrolysis  it  yielded 
glucose,  methyl  chloride  (if  hydrochloric  acid  is  used),  and  a 
syrupy  compound  of  the  formula  C1;,H1303.  The  composition  of 
thi3  glucoside  is  probably  C30H52O8. 

The  Belermln  .tion  of  Aconitine. — Any  details  which 
lender  standardisation  processes  more  reliable  are  always  wel- 
come. In  the  current  issue  of  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de 
Chimie  a  paper  by  M.  Ecalle  is  published,  dealing  with  the 
standardisation  of  preparations  of  aconitine,  a  body  which  has 
hitherto  always  presented  considerable  difficulties  in  this  respsct. 
The  general  method  for  alkaloidal  estimations  recommended  by 
Bertrand  is  now  examined  in  connection  with  this  alkaloid,  and 
appears  to  yield  very  good  results.  It  depends  on  the  fact  that 
many  alkaloids  yield  precipitates  of  very  definite  composition  with 
Bilico- tungstic  acid.  The  compound  has  the  general  formula 
12Tu02.Si02.2HjO  +  4B  +  H20,  where  B  is  the  alkaloid.  The 
Bilico-tungstate  is  collected,  washed  and  dried,  and  after  ignition 


leaves  a  mixture  of  silicic  and  tungstic  acids,  such  that  the 
4  molecules  of  alkaloid  are  equivalent  to  12  of  tungstic  +  silicic 
anhydrides.  Assuming  Freund's  formula  for  aconitine  CAlH  (7NOn, 
the  coefficient  for  the  conversion  of  the  ignited  precipitate  into 
aconitine  is  0'907.  Ecalle  finds,  however,  that  the  results  calcu- 
lated on  the  general  stitement  of  Bertrand  are  far  too  high,  and 
suggests  a  different  formula  for  the  original  precipitate.  This  is 
different  only  from  Bertrand's  in  that  he  makes  it  contain  the 
equivalent  of  3£  molecules  of  base  instead  of  4.  On  this  assump- 
tion the  coefficient  becomes  0'793.  The  correctness  of  this 
formula  appears  to  be  demonstrated  by  the  following  series  of 
preliminary  experiments  :  — 


Weight  Used 

Calcined  R'sidue 

Weight  of  Aconitine 
Found 

0030 

0-0385 

0-0305 

0  030 

0-0380 

0-0301 

0059 

0-0740 

0-0586 

0050 

0-0630 

C  0499 

For  the  isolation  of  the  alkaloid  for  the  estimation  the  author 
adopted  two  methods.  The  first  was  as  follows : — 5  grammes 
of  the  root  was  exhausted  in  powder  with  a  mixture  of  alcohol 
and  water,  and  the  extract  mixed  with  water  and  slaked  lime. 
The  whole  was  then  dried  with  sand,  and  exhausted  with  ether  in 
a  Soxhlet  tube.  The  ethereal  solution  was  then  extracted  with 
dilute  nitric  acid,  and  the  solution  of  nitrate  of  aconitine  precipi- 
tated by  the  tungstic  compound.  In  the  other  process  the  pre- 
paration of  aconitine  is  agitated  with  ethereal  ammonia.  For  the 
estimation  of  galenical  preparations  of  the  alkaloid,  the  following 
process  is  adopted : — About  125  grammes  of  the  tincture  or 
extract,  for  example,  is  taken  and  evaporated  on  a  water-bath ; 
after  cooling,  6  or  7  c.c.  of  per  cent,  nitric  acid  is  added, 
and  the  mixture  treated  with  3  or  4  c.c.  of  strong  ammonia 
and  100  c.c.  of  pure  ether.  The  whole  is  then  well  agitated.  The 
ethereal  layer  is  then  separated.  The  process  is  repeated,  and 
the  ethereal  liquids  are  mixed.  The  etber  is  now  extracted 
thoroughly  with  weak  nitric  ac  d,  and  finally  the  acid-solution  is 
precipitated  wir.h  the  tungstic  mixture.  The  author  has  examined 
a  number  of  commercial  preparations  of  aconitine,  and  the  great 
differences  in  the  results  he  has  obtained  make  it  quite  clear  that 
a  reliable  method  of  estimation  of  the  a:  ive  constituent  is  neces- 
sary. The  above  method,  of  which  only  the  outline  is,  of  course, 
given,  a-ppea^-s  to  yield  very  accurate  results,  and  is  certainly 
worthy  of  strious  attention. 


£be  art  of  pbarmac^ 


A  Born  Nosologis*. 

Fond  Mother  :  Now,  Mr.  Squills,  I've  brought  my  son  to  see 
if  you  can't  make  a  chemist  of  'im — 'e  is  that  fond  of  smells. 
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Observations  ano  IReflecttons. 

By  Xraysbr. 

Speculating  in  Consols 

is  regarded  on  the  Stock  Exchange  as 
the  last  stage  in  the  gambler's  career.  Throgmorton  Street 
pities  the  poor  adventurer  reduced  to  this  resort,  much  as 
the  dandies  of  Monte  Carlo  might  sympathise  with  one  of 
their  old  associates  whom  they  found  playing  roulette  for 
nuts.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  seems  to  be  in  this  case. 
It  has  lately  bought  some  ground-rents  at  Shortlands  in 
Kent,  presumably  a  better  investment  than  Consols.  But 
instead  of  paying  for  this  purchase  by  silling  out  Consols, 
the  Council  has  borrowed  the  money  from  its  bankers  at 
4  per  cent.  This  method,  said  the  President,  "  was  prefer- 
able to  sellirg  Consols  at  the  present  price,  but  as  soon  es 
Consols  advance  tte  money  would  be  repaid."  "When 
Consols  recover  their  normal  price,"  is  how  another  report 
puts  it.  So  that  the  Council  is  getting  about  3  per  cent,  for 
its  money  and  paying  4  per  cent,  for  it,  but  it  thinks  this 
loss  is  worth  taking  because  it  believes  Consols  will  go  up. 
They  may  or  they  may  not ;  but  the  Council  bets  they  will. 

In  1903 

Consols  will  only  yield  2|  per  cent,  instead  of  2J,  as 
now.  This,  under  normal  condition^,  is  equivalent  to  a  fall 
of  about  nine  points.  That  i-',  if  the  value  of  money,  the 
demand  for  the  investment,  and  the  esteem  for  the  security 
are  in  both  circumstances  exac  ly  the  same,  2J  Consols  at 
100  would  be  equivalent  to  2J  Consols  at  91.  Of  course  this 
fall  in  the  interest  has  been  anticipated,  and  has  been 
gradually  discounted ;  but  it  sh-  uld  be  remembered  by 
financiers  who  assume  the  return  of  prices  to  whit  they  call 
normal  as  a  certainty. 

Mr.  Paterson, 

in  his  paper  read  before  the  Federation  of 
Pharmaceutical  Associations,  suggests  three  ways  of  securing 
the  necessary  funds  for  the  establishment  and  mainteca-ce 
of  local  schools  of  pharmacy  :  (a)  from  Government  moneys 
devoted  to  tecln'cal  education;  (b)  by  grants  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain ;  and  (c)  by 
grants  from  local  pharmaceutical  associations.  There  is  a 
fourth  method,  but  it  is,  perhaps,  a  little  old-fashioned — 
that  is,  that  those  who  require  the  special  education  should 
themselves  pay  for  it.  The  nation  does,  it  is  true,  speLd 
large  sums  on  the  provision  of  scientific  and  artistic,  as  well 
as  on  elementary,  education,  and  every  person  in  the 
country  is  entitled  to  take;  full  advantage  of  such  oppor- 
tunities. If  it  be  true  that  "almost  every  other  trade  in 
the  country  is  being  benefited  by  the  expenditure,"  while 
pharmacists  receive  nothing,  nobody  is  to  blame  except  the 
pharmacists  themselves.  But  it  would  need  a  much  stronger 
case  than  Mr.  Paterson  has  made  to  justify  the  devotion  of 
public  money  to  their  special  training.  Mr.  Paterson  says 
medical  men  get  large  subsidies  from  the  Government. 
How? 

The  Duty  of  (he  Pharmaceutical  Society 

or  of  local  phar- 
maceutical associations  to  provide  special  education  for 
those  who  with  to  follow  their  avocation  may  be  more 
easily  justified,  but  even  this,  I  think,  cannot  fairly  be 
demanded.  So  loDg  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
money  to  spare,  the  expenditure  of  some  of  it  on  a  model 
school  seems  legitimate  and  wise.  But  the  Society  will 
never  be  rich  enough  to  substantially  subsidise  such  schools 
all  over  the  country,  nor  is  it  desirable  that  it  should  be. 
Several  local  associations  have  generously  tried  to  establish 


classes  in  their  districts,  bat  in  scarcely  any  of  them  has 
the  response  been  encouraging.  Perhaps  it  is  as  well  for 
the  future  pharmacist,  after  all,  lhat  he  should  understand 
from  the  outset  that  the  busines?  he  has  entered  upon 
requires  a  cer!ain  scientific  equipment,  and  that  he  will 
himself  have  to  pay  for  getting  this. 

The  Sixpenny  Surgery  Man, 

satirised  in  the  article  ex- 
tracted from  the  Westminster  Hospital  Gazette  last  week, 
may  exist,  but  I  have  never  met  him.  Bjt  I  met  a  young 
qualified  doctor  some  time  ago,  very  competent,  with  win- 
ning manners,  conscientious,  eager  to  make  the  most  of  his 
profession,  and  a  gentleman  all  round.  He  had  either  taken 
or  established  one  of  those  much-abused  cheap  practices, 
and  was  hard  at  work  at  it  when  I  knew  him.  It  was 
situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  New  Cut,  and  was 
ostensibly  a  Is.  dispensary — that  is,  advice  and  mtdicine 
were  offered  for  Is.  Bui  I  am  confidjnt  my  friend  did  not 
average  Gd.  a  patient  in  cash.  He  lived  there,  and  he  had 
a  blight  and  earnest  young  wife,  who  seconded  him  in  every 
way.  They  made  no  pretence  of  philanthropy  ;  they  were 
there  to  make  a  living.  But  no  two-guinea  man  served  his 
generation  better  than  this  young  fellow.  The  people  did 
what  he  told  them,  and  he  gave  them  good  advice.  They 
made  liberal  use  of  his  special  skill;  they  paid  sometimes, 
and  if  they  did  not  they  owed ;  in  neither  case  did  they  feel 
themselves  pauperised  by  their  transactions  with  him.  I 
have  lost  sight  of  him  for  some  years  now  ;  but  I  believe  he  is 
doing  well  in  another  sphere.  Si:ce  I  knew  him,  however, 
I  have  never  heard  the  Sixptnny  Doctor  abuse!  without 
wanting  detailed  evidence  of  his  misdemeanours. 

Alcoholic  Drinks 

are  generally  the  meter  of  our  prosperity. 
Individually  it  is  assumed  that  we  fly  to  drink  when  we  are 
in  trouble,  but  nationally  we  drink  in  proportion  to  onr 
prosperity.  From  tbis  premiss  the  Excise  return?  for  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  are  a  little  puzzling.  The  beer 
retained  for  home  consumption  in  that  period  shows  a 
decline,  as  compared  with  ths  same  six  months  of  1900  and  of 
1899.  In  millions  of  barrels  it  was  174  in  1899,  17'3  in  19C0, 
and  16'9  in  1901.  Spirits,  though  th»y  show  a  falling-off  as 
compared  with  1900,  are  still  a  good  way  above  1899.  The 
figures  (in  millions  of  gallons)  are  16'5  iu  1899,  18  in  1900, 
and  17'5  in  1901.  The  discrepancy  between  beer  and  spirits 
suggests  that  the  arsenic- scare  may  have  influenced  the 
tipplers. 

Lord  Avebury 

is  not  only  satisfied,  but  says  he  is  gratified,  by 
the  Lords'  report  on  shop-hours.  They  adopted  his  view  of 
the  evidence  unanimously,  "though  they  modified  the 
operative  recommendation  at  Lord  Salisbury's  suggestion." 
It  was  not  very  creditable  to  the  legislative  talent  of  the 
noble  Committee  that,  after  first  voting  for  Lord  Avebury 's 
Bill,  they  should  abandon  their  opinion  a  few  days  later  at 
Lord  Salisbury's  dictation,  and  accept  a  suggestion  from 
him  which  even  Lord  Avebury  considtrs  "unnecessarily 
cumbersome,"  and  which  people  not  peers  know  cannot  be 
worked.  Mr.  Kerrrath  told  us  lately,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  is  right,  that  even  an  unopposed  provisional  order  costs 
1002.  or  200Z ,  and  as  passing  one  may  always  involve  a 
local  departmental  inquiry  which  will  cost  much  more,  not 
many  town  councils  will  take  the  risk,  especially  as  in  every 
place  there  is  sure  to  be  some  opposition  to  the  proposal, 
and  a  great  deal  of  indifference.  It  is  difficult  to  share 
Lord  Avebury's  confidence  that  the  Premier  will  himself 
draft  a  measure  on  the  lines  of  his  o  wn  suggestion  ;  but 
even  if  he  bhould,  and  adding,  too,  the  wild  assumption  that 
his  Bill  should  pass,  I  still  dcubt  if  this  generation  can  hopa 
to  see  any  improvement  in  shop-hcurs  brought  about  by 
such  legal  enactment. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CIK  "SaiMas"  Co.,  £im. 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANITAS"  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"SOLDIS,'  "OKOL,"  "CREOCIDE,"  "FORMITAS," 
"KINCZETT'S  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC  SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS,"  "FORMIC  FUMICATORS,"  KINCZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROGEN,  INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
other  Sanitary  &  Disinfecting:  Appliances. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "  How  to  Disinfect "  Book  will  be  lent  free  on 
application  to— 

THE  "SHIMS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Betbnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


[-CUMNilliMt 

EFFERVESCIBL& 

_,    .AOlNJS'SL  .  . . 

Made  by  special  Process.  Parenhed  ah  Home  and  Abroad 
The  only  Effervescible  Pr-eparahion  of  Magnesia  Suitable  for  E> 
Keeps  indefinirely.  All  Medicated  Varieties  Shocked, 
PRICES  &  SAMPLES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Export/ 


GADD'S 

GUARANTEED 
^GALENICALS. 

EVANS,  GADD  &  CO. 

BRISTOL  AND  EXETER. 


CC 


Can  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7d., 
and  in  4-oz.  tins  Is. 

^S^*^*-"**"^  obtained  from  all 

Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO,  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


3s.  6d.  NET.    POST  FREE,  3*.  9d. 

THE  CHEMIST'S  COMPENDIUM. 

An  invaluable  Pocket  Book  of  Reference  for  Pharmacists.  A  oomplete 
Synopsis  of  the  New  British  Pharmacopoeia  (1898).  By  0.  J.  S,  Thompson. 
Second  Edition,  Revised.   .  [2] 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  LONDON,  EX. 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  ol 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Registration! 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  Infringement! 
preliminary  to  litigation, 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

322  HIGH  HOLBOBN.  W.C. 


EMtortal  Comments* 


The  Suppressed  Debate. 

The  remarkable  letter  which  we  publish  this  week  from 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  is  startling  evidence  of  what  has  been 
pleasantly  described  as  a  cleavage  in  the  Council.  For  a 
defeated  member  of  that  body  to  appeal  to  the  trade  through 
the  Press  against  his  antagonists  ia  sufficiently  unusual  to 
challenge  discussion ;  and  there  will  doubtless  be  members 
of  the  Society  to  whom  it  will  appear  an  undesirable  and 
a  daDgerous  innovation.  But  the  loyalists  who  may  be 
disposed  to  adopt  this  view  should  be  reminded  at  the  outset 
that  the  majority  of  the  Council  is  responsible  for  tb.3 
primary  innovation.  Never  before  in  the  recorded  history 
of  the  Council  proceedings  has  the  discussion  of  any  topic 
formally  introduced  by  a  responsible  member  of  that  Council 
been  refused.  It  is  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  power  for 
the  majority  in  any  representative  body  to  adopt,  and  can 
only  be  justified  by  the  extreme  frivolity,  utter  irrelevance, 
or  in  some  way  indecent  character  of  the  terms  of  the  motion 
submitted. 

It  is  now  open  to  every  pharmacist  to  judge  for  himself 
whether  there  were  even  remote  grounds  for  the  Council's 
treatment  of  Mr.  Gljn-Jones's  so-called  improper  motion. 
The  general  verdict,  we  should  think,  will  be  that  it  raised 
a  question  not  only  fit  for  discussion,  but  which  imperatively 
demanded  discussion.  A  chemist  had  been  prosecuted  under 
the  17ch  Section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  not  labelling  a 
poison  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  that  section.  He 
owned  several  shops,  and  apparently  used  a  central  address 
for  them  all.  Moreover,  he  had  adopted  a  name  not  his  own, 
under  which  he  traded.  The  Society's  counsel  urged  that  in 
both  of  these  respects  Mr.  R?ece  had  infringed  the  Act. 
Mr.  Lane,  Q.C.,  the  Magistrate  of  the  West  London  Police 
Court,  held  that  the  central  address  was  satisfactory,  but  that 
the  name  on  the  poison-label  ought  to  be  that  under  which 
the  vendor  was  registered.  Mr.  Reece  was  fined  2s.  6d.,  and 
on  the  application  of  the  Society's  counsel  costs  to  the 
amount  of  ten  guineas  were  also  awarded  against  him. 

The  legal  point  thus  opened  is  one  of  considerable  interest 
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and  of  some  importance,  and  as  such  it  well  deserved  to  be 
threshed  out  in  a  Council  debate.  Mr.  Lane's  decision  was 
perhaps  somewhat  pedantic,  and  contrary  opinions  as  to  its 
value  to  chemists  have  been  maintained.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  is  pointed  out  that  this  decision  cripples  the  right  which 
chemists  enjoy  in  common  with  other  people  of  using  what- 
ever trading-name  may  suit  them,  and  in  a  certain  degree  it 
may  be  said  to  injuriously  affect  the  goodwill  of  old  busi- 
nesses. To  the  public  and  the  police  the  trading-name  is 
all  that  can  be  necessary,  and  one  would  have  supposed  that 
the  address  of  the  shop  where  the  poison  was  sold  was  of 
more  importance  than  the  address  where  the  owner  of  the 
shop  may  happen  to  live.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  obvious 
that  Mr.  Lane's  ruling  enhances  the  value  of  the  qualifica- 
tion ;  while  if  his  apparent  theory  that  the  name  must  be 
one  that  is  on  the  register  could  be  established,  it  would 
have  a  far-reaching  efEecfc  on  companies  and  unqualified 
traders  generally. 

But  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  was  in  a  peculiar  position 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  Several  of  its  leading  members 
are  known  to  be  proprietors  of  businesses  carried  on  under 
historic  names  which  are  not  theirs.  It  seemed  impossible 
to  assume  that  these  men  had  authorised  the  prosecution  of 
someone  else  for  doing  precisely  what  they  themselves  were 
doing.  But  either  this  must  be  the  case  or  else  counsel  had 
gone  beyond  his  brief.  Whichever  might  be  the  fact,  some 
explanation  seemed  to  be  essential.  If  a  mistake  had  been 
made,  Mr.  Keece  was  clearly  entitled  to  public  reparation  ; 
if  not,  those  members  of  the  Council  who  were  just  as  guilty 
as  himself  should  put  their  own  houses  in  order  or  submit  to 
a  prosecution  themselves.  There  was  no  other  honourable 
alternative.  At  all  events,  the  one  course  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  justify  was  to  stick  to  Mr.  Keece's  money,  con- 
tinue the  old  practice,  and  say  nothing.  Yet  this  is  precisely 
what  the  Council  has  done.  We  see  no  way  of  explaining 
their  conduct.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  suggests  that  they  shirked 
discussion  because  the  result  might  be  inconvenient  to  some 
of  their  number.  But  this  is  scarcely  conceivable.  The 
cost  of  obeying  Mr.  Lane's  order  or  of  resisting  it  would  be 
trumpery  to  such  men  as  Mr.  Carteighe  or  Mr.  Hills,  and  in 
any  event  they  are  neither  of  them  men  afraid  nor  p...uble  to 
contend  for  their  rights  either  in  the  Council  o'  n  court. 
And  then  the  explanation  is  inadequate  in  respect  to  the 
other  members  of  Council  not  directly  affected.  Are  we  to 
suppose  that  in  their  case  the  two  ex-Presidents  have 
established  such  a  rule  of  fear  or  affection  among  their 
colleagues  as  to  have  hypnotised  the  moral  sense  of  the 
majority  ? 

Bat  the  merits  of  the  subject  submitted  for  discussion  are 
perhaps,  after  all,  of  less  significance  than  the  actual  sup- 
pression of  all  debate  upon  it.  We  find  in  the  present 
Pharmaceutical  Council  the  right  insisted  upon  by  those  who 
happen  to  be  in  the  majority,  not  merely  of  closuring  or 
guillotining  a  motion,  but  of  preventing  it  being  even  named. 
And  by  a  special  vote  of  the  members  this  power  has  been 
expressly  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman  of  any 
meeting  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Druce  sighs  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  Eussian  methods  into  British  pharmacy.  He  is  likely 
to  have  all  he  wants  and  more  if  the  present  majority  is 
permanent.  If  nothing  can  be  discussed  without  the  pre- 
liminary gracious  consent  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
President,  is  there  any  sense  in  sending  other  representatives 
to  waste  their  time  in  petitioning  for  a  hearing?  When 
necessary  for  rhetorical  purposes  we  are  told  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  governed  on  an  essentially 
democratic  sysfem.  What  do  the  two  thousand  members  or 
thereabouts  who  voted  for  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  as  oue  of  their 
representatives  say  now  to  this  theory  ?    His  narrative  of  his 


struggles  with  the  Chair  and  its  supporters  in  the  interest  of 
free  debate  would  be  amusing  if  it  were  not  so  astonishing. 
The  only  possible  charitable  interpretation  of  the  policy  of 
the  majority  is  that  a  mistake  was  made  in  the  beginning, 
and  that  reluc'aoce  to  confess  to  an  error  has  prevented  the 
leaders  from  withdrawing  from  the  false  position  into  which 
it  has  led  them.  Tyranny  soon  grows  on  those  who  practise 
it,  and  already  it  seems  to  have  demoralised  them.  Mr. 
Taylor  starts  to  do  justice;  he  is  cajoled  or  influenced  in 
some  way  to  abandon  his  intention.  Mr.  Carteighe,  in  a 
moment  of  impulse  suggests  fair  play  ;  two  months  later  he 
cynically  refuses  to  be  bound  by  his  previous  suggestion,  and 
takes  a  leading  part  in  defeating  what  he  had  himself  pro- 
posed. Publicity  is  the  only  possible  treatment  for  a  disease 
of  this  kind,  and  no  one  ought  to  be  more  grateful  for  the 
dose  of  it  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  has  provided  than  those  who 
have  committed  themselves  to  a  policy  of  suppression,  as 
unwise  as  it  is  unjust,  and  do  not  know  how  to  get  back  to 
the  right  path. 


Cape  Analyses. 

The  report  of  the  senior  analyst  on  the  Government 
Analytical  Laboratory  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  generally 
contains  points  of  interest  to  pharmacists.  The  last  report 
for  the  year  1900,  of  which  an  advance-copy  has  been  for- 
warded us,  is  no  exception.  The  number  of  articles  reported, 
on  is  1,949  and  exceeds  in  number  any  previous  year,  and 
the  bulk  of  the  work  done  was  on  foods.  The  percentage  of 
adulterated  articles  has  increased — evidently  due,  the 
analyst  suggests,  to  the  increased  demand  for  foods  brought 
about  by  the  war.  The  quantity  of  fat  in  the  rich  milk  of 
South  Africa  is  higher  than  in  England,  and  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department  limit  of  2'75  per  cent,  is  far  too  low — ■ 
in  fact,  6  per  cent,  of  fat  is  not  uncommon.  If  L-75  per  cent, 
be  taken  as  a  standard,  i't  is  obvious  that  the  vendor  of  milk 
containing  5  or  6  per  cent,  of  fat  may  add  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  separated  milk  to  his  fresh  milk  and  escapa 
punishment.  The  analyst  ooks  upon  the  addition  of 
formaldehyde  as  a  new  form  of  adulteration.  It  prevents 
the  milk  digesting,  and  acts  harmfully  by  lessening  the 
necessity  for  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  dairymen. 

Shortly  after  the  relief  of  Kimberley  samples  of  brandy 
sold  there  during  the  siege  were  submitted  to  analysis  on 
acoount  of  the  deleterious  effects,  amounting  to  death  in 
some  cases,  said  to  have  been  produced  on  persons  partaking 
thereof.  Large  quantities  of  fusel  oil  were  found  in  the 
brandy,  accounting,  no  doubt,  for  the  alleged  serious  effects, 
especially  in  the  ca.se  of  persons  unaccustomed  to  "Cape 
Smoke."  Eight  samples  of  baking-powder  were  analysed: 
one  contained  27  per  cent,  and  another  33  per  cent,  of  alum, 
and  in  addition  10  and  7  per  cent,  respectively  of  acid  - 
sodium  sulphate.  The  analyst  remarks  that  the  use  of  these 
powders  is  detrimental  to  health,  "since  sodium  sulphate  is 
a  powerful  purgative,  while  the  alumina  formed  from  the 
alum  renders  indigestible  the  nitrogenous  substances  of  the 
bread  or  pastry  into  which  it  enters."  As  the  purgative 
dose  of  sodium  sulphate  is  something  like  \  oz.,  and  the 
quantity  of  the  salt  in  bread  in  which  the  baking-powder  is 
used  would  be  infinitesimal,  the  first  part  of  the  argument  is 
rather  exaggerated.  The  samples  of  Gregory's  powder 
analysed  showed  that  three  were  adulterated  with  mag- 
nesium carbonate.  On  reviewing  a  previous  report  we 
pointed  out  the  liability  of  magnesia  to  become  carbonated 
by  the  influence  of  damp  and  air  ;  but  in  the  present  report 
the  analyst  says  it  is  absurd  to  controvert  actual  experiments- 
made  in  South  Africa,  proving  that  such  a  change  does  nofc 
take  place  by  investigations  carried  out  during  a  cold  and 
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damp  English  autumn  and  on  samples  freely  exposed  to  the 
air  for  several  days.  Four  articles  intended  for  preserving 
food  were  examined:  one — "Preservine,"  made  by  Messrs. 
P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  Cape  Town — consisted  of  boric  acid 
90  per  cent.,  and  borax  10  per  cent.  Two  samples  of 
"  sulfitartre "  were  solutions  in  water  of  potassium  and 
sodium  sulphites  coloured  with  iron,  whilst  a  "  crystalline 
wine-preserver "  consisted  of  acid-potassium  sulphite  or 
potash  bisulphite  with  water  of  crystallisation.  These  sul- 
phites in  solution,  it  is  noted,  constantly  evolve  sulphurous 
acid,  as  the  sulphurous-oxide  combination  is  unstable. 

A  good  many  samples  of  sheep-dip  have  been  examined, 
the  tobacco-dips  containing  from  1*1  per  cent,  of  nicotin 
to  9-64.  A  concentrated  kind  yielded  32  per  cent,  of  nicotin, 
but  as  it  was  not  miscible  with  either  hot  or  cold  water  its 
usefulness  was  obviated.  The  carbolic  dips  were  not  satis- 
factory, in  that  they  did  not  mix  permanently  with  water. 
The  lime-and-sulphur  dip,  made  by  Mr.  R.  Demuth,  Cape 
Town,  was  examined  to  find  out  if  it  contained  any  poison, 
as  some  sheep  were  alleged  to  have  been  poisoned  with  it  in 
the  Graafi-Reinet  district.  It  was  found  to  contain  81  per 
cent,  of  lime  and  17-8  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  but  no  poisonous 
ingredients.  The  following  show  the  proportions  of  lime 
and  sulphur  in  some  other  well-known  dips  : — 


Lime  by  Vol. 

Sulphur  by  Vol. 

Lloyd's 

8-2 

21-1 

Odam's   

9-7 

18-53 

Bradbury's  compound  ... 

0-16 

2-39 

Morris  Little  &  Sons  ... 

4-38 

25-99 

A  sample  of  Izal  disinfectant,  trade-mark  "  Noxana,"  con- 
sisted of  a  mixture  of  phenols  present  to  the  amount  of  15 
per  cent.  Carbolic  acid  is  present,  though  not  in  large  quan 
tities,  water  averaging  60  per  cent.,  whilst  the  rest  is  chiefly 
coal-tar  oils  and  emulsants.  The  active  part  of  "  Oxynite  " 
disinfectant  was  apparently  manganese  peroxide.  Mr. 
Juritz  has  something  to  fay  about  the  green-coated  cart- 
ridges :  hut  no  further  light  is  thrown  on  the  origin  of  the 
copper  it.,  the  paraffin,  except  that  reasons  are  advanced 
for  assertii-^  that  it  does  not  come  from  oxidation  of  the 
metallic  suriaces  of  the  cartridges. 


Leather  for  Bookbinding. 

All  lovers  of  books  will  be  interested  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  leather  for  bookbinding  which  appealed  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Arts.  The 
committee  included  amongst  its  members  not  only  the  most 
eminent  representatives  of  the  bookbinding  and  leather 
trades,  but  such  experts  as  Mr.  Cyril  Davenport  (of  the 
British  Museum  Library),  and  Dr.  Richard  Garnett  (late 
Keeper  of  the  Department  of  Printed  Books,  British 
Museum),  Dr.  J.  Gordon  Parker,  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  F.R.S , 
Professor  H.  R.  Proctor,  F.I.C.,  Mr.  Robert  Steele,  F.S.A. 
-(Assistant  Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the  Chemical  Society), 
and  Sir  Henry  Trueman  Wood,  Secretary  of  the  Society  of 
Arts,  and  their  investigations  were  made  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  the  causes  of  the  decay  of  leather  used  in  book- 
bindings, and  the  remedy,  if  any.  This  committee  was 
divided  into  two  sub-committees,  one  being  appointed  to 
visit  libraries  and  ascertain  the  comparative  durability  of 
the  various  bookbinding  leathers  used  at  different  periods 
and  preserved  under  different  conditions.  The  second  sub- 
committee was  composed  of  chemical  experts  who  made  a 
chemical  examination  of  samples  of  perished  leather 
-bindings  and  experimental  investigations  on  both  rough  and 


finished  skins.     The  work  of  the   latter  sub-committee 
is  most  interesting  to  the  pharmacist.    From  this  it  appears 
that  the  most  prevalent  form  of  injury  is  what  is  called  red 
decay,  which  affects  nearly  all  leathers  and  seems  to  destroy 
the  fibre.    With  regard  to  leathers  most  suitable  for  binding, 
the  committee  find  that  in  the  raw,  goat,  seal,  pig,  and  calf 
skins  are  probably  superior  in  strength  of  texture  to  sheep- 
skins, but  the  latter  are  equally  resistant  to  chemical 
agencies,  and  are  suitable  for  use  for  purposes  where  they 
are  not  much  exposed  to  mechanical  wear.    Fresh  market 
skins,  dry  skins,  or  wet  salted  skins  are  to  be  preferred  to 
those  known  as  "drysalted,"  since  the  crystallisation  of 
the  salt  which  takes  place  in  the  drysalting  process  tends  to 
weaken  the  structural  fibre  of  the  pelt.  In  the  soaking  of  skins 
the  use  of  old  putrid  soaks  and  addition  of  salt  to  the  soaks 
are  condemned.     A  plentiful  change  of  fresh   water  is 
recommended,  with  the  addition  of  sulphide  o£  sodium 
(2  parts  p  3r  1,000)  to  the  soak  water  in  the  case  of  obstinately 
hard  skins.    In  liming,  old  limes  smelling  strongly  of 
ammonia  and  containing  large  quantities  of  bacteriological 
products  should  be  avoided.    The  addition  of  small  quanti- 
ties of  sodium  sulphide  or  arsenium  sulphide  to  the  limes  is 
often  advantageous,  and  shortens  the  time  required.  Great 
damage  is  often  done  by  the  use  of  foul  puers  or  foul  bates 
in  this  process,  and  the  use  of  a  bacterial  substitute  for  the 
uncertain  dung  bate  called  erodine  was  found  much  safer 
for  puering,  and  is  recommended  in  preference  to  the  old 
method.    In  principle  erodine  consists  of  a  suitable  nutri- 
ment for  a  pure  culture  of  bating  bacteria,  which  is  supplied 
with  it.    The  vegetable  tanning  materials  now  used  are 
divided  into  two  groups,  one  of  which  contains  the  di-hydric 
phenol,  catechol,  and  the  other  the  tri-hydric  phenol,  pyro- 
gallol.    The  catechol  tannins,  which  include  quebracho, 
gambier,  larch,   hemlock,  mimosa,    and    turwar  (Cassia 
auriculata)  barks  are  unhesitatingly  condemned  for  book- 
binding and  upholstery  leathers.     Especially  are  skins 
which    come    from    India,    tanned    with    turwar  bark, 
to  be  avoided.    These   are  usually  detannised    in  this 
country    by    scouring    or    drumming    in    an  alkaline 
solution,  then  treated  with    sulphuric  acid  to  brighten 
their  cclcur,  and  retanned  with  sumach,  then  finished  aaJ 
sold  as  " .Persian  Moroccos  "  or  "Persian  Sheep."   The  use 
of  these  skins,  the  Committee  think,  should  be  absolutely 
forbidden.    The  pyrogallol  class  of  tanning  matters,  com- 
prising gall-nu's,  sumach,  myrobalans,  and  pomegranate- 
rind,  yield  leathers  much  more  resistant  to  decay,  but  none 
stand  the  tests  of  the  action  of  light,  heat,  gas-fumes,  and 
oxidising  agents  so  well  as  pure  sumach  tannage.  The 
sumach  imported  into  this  country  is  frequently  adulterated 
with  "  tamarix  "  and  "  pistacia,"  however,  and  these  lessen 
its  virtue.    For  dyeing  many  of  the  coal-tar  colours  answer 
best,  and  the  use  of  w<  ak  vegetable  acids  with  the  dye-bath 
should  be  avoided.    The  presence  of  free  sulphuric  acid 
(which  has  been  found  in  a  large  number  of  cases  in  leather 
bindings  to  the  extent  of  from  0-5  to  1-6  per  cent.)  is  often 
responsible  for  the  premature  decay  of  even  sumach-tanned 
leather.    Metallic  salts  of  mineral  acids  should  be  avoided 
as  mordants,  and  so  must  the  use  of  bichromate  of  potash 
or  sulphate  of  iron  for  dulling  colours.    Iron  salts  are 
always  injurious  to  leather,  but  if  used  at  all  the  lactates, 
acetates,  or  weak  organic  acids  are  least  objectionable. 
Iron-logwood  blacks  are  never  permanent,   but  several 
aniline  blacks  are  fairly  fast  and  not  injurious.  Simple 
seasonings,  containing  either  blood  or  egg  albumin,  Iceland 
moss,  or  similar  mucilages,  may  be  used,  but  no  strong  acids 
or  alkalies  should  enter  into  their  composition.    Of  all  the 
influences  to  which  books  are  exposed  in  libraries  gas-fumes 
are  most  injurious,  no  doubt  because  of  the  sulphuric  and 
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sulphurous  acid  they  contain.  Bat  light,  and  especially 
direct  sunlight,  and  hot  air  are  shown  to  possess  deleterious 
influences  which  have  not  been  sufficiently  appreciated,  and 
*he  importance  of  moderate  temperature  and  thorough  venti- 
lation of  libraries  are  strongly  insisted  upon. 


ANOINTING-OIL. 

The  approaching  coronation  of  King  El  ward  VII.,  involv- 
ing as  it  will  the  use  of  anointing-oil,  renders  it  interesting 
to  recall  the  fact  that,  prior  to  the  coronation  of  George  IV., 
Messrs  Godfrey  &  Cooke  applied  for  permission  to  supply 
the  anointing-oil.  The  following  petition  was  sent  in  to  the 
Court  of  Claims  :  — 

To  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Court  of  Claims. 

May  it  pleaae  your  Lordships, 

We,  the  undersigned,  successors  of  the  late  Ambrose  Godfrey, 
Chemist,  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to  lay  before  your  most 
honourable  Court  the  statement  of  his  having  had  the  honour  of 
preparing  the  0;1  used  in  anointing-  his  late  Moat  Gracious 
Majesty  at  his  coronation,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  same  privilege  has  been  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors,  on 
similar  occasions,  since  their  first  establishment  in  the  year 
1680 ;  but  in  consequence  of  those  records  having  been  accident- 
ally destroyed,  we  presume  not  to  urge  any  positive  claim, 
though,  with  due  submission  to  your  most  honourable  Court,  we 
offer  ourselves  to  your  consideration  and  favour,  desiring  to  be 
appointed  to  perform  the  like  service  at  the  ensuing  coronation  of 
his  present  Most  Gracious  Majesty  George  the  Fourth,  whom  may 
God  long  preserve ! 

We  are, 

May  it  please  your  Lordships, 
with  sentiments  of  the  greatest  deference  towards 
your  honourable  Court, 

Your  Lordships  humble  and  obedient  servants, 
Godfbey  &  Cooke,  Chemists, 
June  7,  1821.  Southampton  Street,  Strand. 

The  fate  of  the  petition  was  reported  in  the  Times  of  that 
jear  as  follows  :  — 

The  Court,  after  having  made  some  inquiries,  stated  that  th»y 
iiad  nothing  to  do  with  this  application.  The  petitioners  did  not 
adduce  any  warrant  or  authority  for  the  privilege  they  claimed ;  it 
regirded  regulations  that  were  under  the  exclusive  control  of  his 
Majesty. 

The  King  could  appoint  such  person  a3  he  pleased.  Petition 
-dismissed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Ince,  who  supplies  us  with  the  above  docu- 
ments, points  out  that  the  fact  that  George  IV.  was  not 
anointed  with  Godfrey's  oil  may  account  for  the  subsequent 
badness  of  his  career. 

METHYL-ALCOHOL. 

In  the  discussion  on  Professor  Tichborne's  paper  on 
■"Poor-law  Drugs  Supply"  at  the  Dublin  Conference,  Pro- 
fessor Prescott,  of  Michigan  University,  referred  to  some 
observations  on  methyl-alcohol  and  ethyl-alcohol  processes 
to  be  found  in  the  July  number  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Review.  These  observations  are  comprised  in  one  of  a  series 
of  articles  on  the  classification  and  occurrence  of  the  con- 
stituents of  volatile  oils  by  Miss  Florence  M.  Gage  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Brandel.  The  occurrence  of  methyl-alcohol  as  such 
■in  plant  organism  has  not,  the  authors  show,  been  estab- 
lished beyond  doubt.  In  several  distillates  from  which  it 
has  been  isolated,  its  presence  has  been  explained  as  being 
due  to  the  hydrolysis  of  esters  contained  in  the  plant,  or 
formed  by  fermentation  during  the  process  of  distillation  or 
previous  maceration.  The  investigators  do  not  seem  to 
have  considered  it  probable  that  the  presence  of  methyl- 
alcohol,  like  that  of  ethyl-alcohol,  might  be  attributed  to 
fermentation.  In  one  instance,  according  to  van  Romburgh, 
the  leaves  of  Indigofera  galegoides  were  digested  for  twenty  - 
four  hours  with  water  at  50°  previous  to  the  distillation, 
and  although  the  amount  of  ethyl-alcohol  increased  the 
■methj  1-alcohol  apparently  did  not.  The  difference  in  the 
ratio  of  methyl  and  ethyl  alcohols  in  the  umbelliferous  dis- 


tillates according  to  the  maturity  of  the  fruits  was  laid 
down  by  Gutzeit  to  the  hypothesis  that  the  ethyl-alcohol  was 
used  for  plant  synthesis,  wherea.3  the  methyl-alcohol  was 
not.  As  myristic-acid  ester,  methyl-alcohol  was  shown  to 
exist  in  orris  oil  by  Tiemann  and  Krueger.  As  oxymyristic 
and  veratric  acid  esters  Opitz  supposed  it  to  exist  in  the 
volatile  oil  from  cevadilla-seeds.  As  methyl-salicylate 
methyl-alcohol  is  widely  distributed  in  nature.  The 
methoxy  group  also  contains  a  number  of  ethers  of  phenols 
of  the  benzene  series  such  as  guaiacol,  and  of  less  saturated 
compounds  such  as  anethol,  methol,  eugenol,  and  asarone. 
The  authors  detail  the  researches  of  Gutzeit  and  Mo  dinger 
on  several  of  the  Umbelliferce,  of  Schimmel  on  Eugenia 
Caryophyllaia,  Thnnb.,  of  van  Rom  burgh,  on  Erythroxylon 
Coca  and  Thea  chinensis,  and  on  various  species  of  the 
Indigofera  and  Composite,  in  all  of  which  methyl-alcohol 
and  ethyl-alcohol  were  found  in  varying  proportions. 

ARTIFICIAL  SILK. 

The  process  of  making  artiicial  silk  is  about  to  commence 
at  Wolston,  near  Coventry.  Mr.  Brothers,  Birmingham,  has 
made  a  special  report  of  the  process  in  his  capacity  as  factory 
inspector.  The  steps  in  the  method  are  thus  described 
The  cotton-waste,  bleached  and  free  from  seed  and  grease 
is  dried  at  110°  F.,  so  that  it  contains  less  than  1  per  cent,  of 
moisture.  Nitration  is  then  effected  by  putting  the  cotton 
ioto  earthenware  jars  (1  kilo,  in  each  jar)  with  a  mixture  of 
nitric  and  sulphuric  acids,  a  temperature  being  kept  uniform 
and  low  to  prevent  formation  of  highly  nitrated  compounds, 
After  six  hours  the  nitro-cellulose  formed  is  pressed  into  a 
hard  cake  to  remove  the  acid,  and  subsequently  washed  till 
free  from  acid.  It  is  then  dried  in  a  hydro-extractor,  which 
leaves  about  28  per  cent,  moisture.  The  dried  material  is 
put  into  a  drum  with  a  mixture  of  alcohol  and  ether.  It 
dissolves  to  a  liquid  thicker  than  treacle,  which  is  then 
filtered  under  pressure.  The  clear  liquid  is  then  forced 
under  300  lb.  to  400  lb.  pressure  to  the  silk-worm  machine, 
which  "spins"  the  silken  filamjnt,  the  sticky  liquid  being 
ejected  through  glass  jets,  with  orifices  5is  inch  in  diameter, 
into  a  warm  room,  so  that  the  ether  evaporates  readily,  and 
the  collodion  on  its  passage  to  the  bobbin,  a  distance  of 
2  feet  9  inches,  is  solidified.  The  filaments  from  several 
nozzles  meet,  and  are  wound  as  an  untwisted  thread  upon  a 
bobbin.  The  bobbins  are  nexy,  unwound  on  a  twisting- 
machine,  which  strands  the  several  fibres  into  a  twisted 
thread  that  is  rewound  on  to  a  bobbin.  The  spun  or  twisted 
silk  thread  is  reeled  off  the  bobbins  oa  to  reels  forming 
skeins  similar  to  ordinary  silk  skeins.  The  material  being 
highly  inflammable  is  denitrated  with  calcium-sulphydra'e 
solution,  by  which  the  nitro-substitution  product  is  re- 
converted into  cellulose.  This  treatment  is  followed  by  a 
wash,  next  by  a  weak  chlorine  bleach,  and  finally  by  another 
wash,  after  which  the  skeins  are  dried  ;  the  dry  skeins  are 
graded  as  to  size  of  thread  by  weighing  each  sktin,  and  those 
of  like  fineness  are  put  together  into  bundles.  They  are  then 
sent  to  the  dyer  or  weaver. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  JULY. 

The  foreign  trade  returns  issued  last  week  for  July  give 
little  reason  for  discouragement,  compared  with  the  previous 
months  of  this  year.  The  imports  exhibit  a  considerable 
increase  of  2,764,000? ,  or  6'8  per  cent.,  which  is  principally 
made  up  of  duty-free  food-products  and  raw  materials  for 
textile-manufacturers.  The  exports  for  the  month  show  a 
slight  shrinkage  of  165,000?.,  or  0-3  per  cent.,  as  compared 
with  July  last  year,  the  chief  decreases  being  in  raw 
materials  and  metals ;  chemic  ils,  however,  display  an 
increase  of  43,680?.  Turning  to  individual  import  items, 
under  the  heading  of  "  chemicals,  dry-stuffs,  and  tanning- 
substances,"  of  which  we  imported  91,278?.  worth  more  than 
in  July  last  year,  we  find  it  is  principally  made  up  of  borax 
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bleaching-materials  and  scda  compounds.  Why  our  imports 
of  bleaching-materials  and  soda  compounds  should  increase 
is  mysterious,  and  points  to  the  fact  that  we  are  being  under- 
sold at  home  by  foreign  makers  with  goods  we  rot  only 
made  hitherto,  but  with  which  we  supplied  other  countries. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  shown  an  increase  of 
43,673?.  in  our  exports  of  "chemicals  and  chemical  and 
medicinal  preparations,"  the  total  for  the  month  being 
696,277?.,  against  652,604?.  in  July,  19C0 :  for  the  seven 
expired  months  of  this  year  thtre  is  still  a  deficit  of 
364,298?.  to  wipe  out,  compared  with  last  year.  Of 
medicines,  we  exported  in  July  108,000?.  worth,  an  increase 
of  3,000?.  on  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last 
year,  which  is  quite  satisfactory. 

INDIAN  DRUGS. 
The  redeeming  feature  of  the  Imperial  Institute  is  the 
excellent  scientific  work  carried  out  in  the  Scientific  and 
Technical  Department  under  the  direction  of  Professor 
Wyndham  R.  Dmstan.  During  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1901,  a  new  laboratory  has  been  equipped,  and  two  assistant 
chemists  appointed.  Of  the  Indian  tanning  agents  examined, 
CcEsalpinia  digyna  (teri  pods)  has  been  favourably  reported 
on,  and  inquiries  made  for  the  pods  to  be  supplied  in  quantity 
for  experimental  use.  Dr.  George  Watt  has  suggested  an 
investigation  on  Strychnbs  Rheedii  and  TJievetia  neriifolia, 
and  an  inquiry  is  in  progress  as  to  the  quality  and  utilisation 
of  Indian  kino  for  other  purposes  than  those  of  a  drug.  The 
work  on  Indian  aconites  is  approaching  completion,  whilst 
the  investigations  on  Hyoscyamus  muticus  alluded  to  in  the 
C.  3?  P.  have  already  created  a  demand  from  chemical- 
manufacturers  for  the  Egyptian-grown  plant.  Reference  is 
made  in  one  report  to  the  gum  from  Pruniis  eburnea,  which 
has  chemical  and  physical  characteristics  which  should 
make  it  of  use  in  pharmacy  and  confectionery.  Like  gum 
arabic  it  dissolves  in  water,  the  solution  possessing  far 
greater  viscosity  and  at  the  same  time  less  adhesive  power 
than  solution  of  gum  arabic.  The  two  varieties  of  the  gum 
are  valued  by  an  Indian  firm  at  42s.  6d.  and  45s.  per  cwt , 
but  by  Messrs.  Bowyer  &  Bartlett  at  19s.  to  22s.  per  cwt. 
Messrs.  Rountree  &  Co.,  York,  are  to  try  the  gum  as  to  its 
suitability  for  the  manufacture  of  confectionery.  Sir  F.  A. 
Abel,  the  Hon.  Secretary  and  Director  of  the  Institute,  reports 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  inquired 
for  specimens  of  the  root  of  HyyropMla  spinosa  (Asteracantha 
longifolia)  and  the  fruit  of  Embelia  ribes,  which  were  required 
in  connection  with  work  beiDg  done  for  the  Imperial 
Addendum  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  Sir  Frederick  had 
to  write  to  Mr.  George  Watt  to  ask  him  to  inform  him 
whether  it  is  likely  he  will  send  specimens  of  the  two 
products  named,  so  that  he  can  tell  the  Society  whether 
their  desires  can  be  complied  with.  For  the  sequel  we  shall 
have  to  wait  till  the  next  report  of  the  Imperial  Institute  in 
a  year's  time. 


Dental. 


A  Primitive  Lancet. 

Necessity  was  ever  the  mother  of  invention,  and  the 
native  dental  surgeon  of  far-off  Funafuti  must  needs  have 
his  lancet.  In  the  case  of  the  Ellice  Islander  abscesses  are 
found  to  be  opened  most  readily  by  means  of  a  shark's-tooth 
fastened  to  a  small  rod.  One  of  these  "  instruments  "  has 
recently  been  presented  to  the  museum  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Collingwood. 

A  Napoleonic  Dentist. 

Me.  W.  H.  Dion- Young,  a  dentist  in  Montreal,  is  a  direct 
lineal  descendant  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte's  elder  brother, 
Joseph.    On  Joseph  Buonaparte's  death  the  French  Govern- 


ment ear-marked  one-third  of  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of 
unknown  heirs  in  America.  After  sixty-one  years  this 
portion  (amounting  to  several  million  franc-)  is,  acc.rdmg 
to  La  Patrie,  to  be  handed  over  to  Mr.  Dion-Yoarg. 

Anaesthesia  Dangees. 

An  Australian  dentist  writes  to  a  Sydney  paper  calling 
attention  to  the  dangers  of  ether  and  chloroform  ;n  tooth- 
extraction.  A  patient  of  his  insisted  on  haviog  her  teeth 
extracted,  although  he  strongly  advised  filling.  The  opera- 
tion being  too  long  for  the  administration  of  nitrous-oxide 
gas,  an  experienced  medical  man  was  called  in.  He  advised 
against  giving  chloroform,  and  the  deDtist  filled  the  tteth 
temporarily.  The  patient  went  to  another  dentist,  and  ether 
was  administered.  Four  days  afterwards  the  woman  died 
from  acute  pneumonia— consequent,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
writer,  upon  ether  administration.  Which  is  the  worst, 
dying  in  the  surgery  under  chloroform,  or  sjme  dajs  aftsr 
from  the  effects  of  ether  1 

Chinese  Dentistby, 

as  may  be  anticipated,  is  primitive  and  peculiar.  The 
Chinese  dentist  employs  only  his  fingers  for  the  extraction 
of  teeth.  No  pincers,  probes,  or  other  awescme  instruments 
are  necessary  ;  the  tooth  to  be  extracted  is  grasped  between 
the  thumb  and  index  finger,  and  jerked  out  with  a  dexterity 
and  skill  to  excite  the  envy  of  his  European  brother- 
craftsmen.  The  Chinese  dental  student  begins  practising 
this  feat  from  his  sixteenth  year  by  pulling  out  ivory  pegs  of 
various  sizes  firmly  fixed  in  an  ebony  p'ank.  By  this  means 
so  surprising  a  celerity  and  deftness  is  attained  that  it 
becomes  easy  for  him  to  draw  out  a  molar  or  a  wisdom 
tooth  at  the  first  attempt.  For  cleaning  his  patients'  teeth 
the  Chinese  dentist  applies  cuttlefi\h-bone  powder  by  means 
of  small  bamboo  instruments.  His  invariable  toothache- 
cure  is  a  pill  of  opium  and  some  oil  of  mint  to  be  rubbed  on 
the  jaws. 

Vaccination  and  Bad  Teeth. 

A  pamphlet  recently  issued  by  Mr.  Albert  Carter 
contains  some  novel  observations  on  the  effect  of  vaccination 
upon  the  teeth.  Mr.  Carter  states  that  he  has  examined  the 
teeth  of  men  in  nearly  all  conditions  of  civilisation  and 
barbarism,  and  he  finds  that  wherever  people  are  not 
vaccinated  their  teeth  are  sound,  but  where  vaccination  is 
practised  the  teeth  of  the  people  deteriorate  in  proportion  as 
the  population  comes  under  the  influence  of  vaccine.  From 
these  data  he  concludes,  and  apparently  with  reason,  that 
the  rottenness  of  the  teeth  is  in  someway  caused  by  vaccina- 
tion. When  considering  the  probable  effect  of  vaccination 
upon  the  teeth,  the  fact  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the 
child's  health  is  affected  by  it  just  when  the  germs  of  the 
permanent  teeth  are  undergoing  their  earliest  formation,  and 
any  severe  constitutional  derangement  in  early  childhood 
leaves  an  indelible  mark  upon  the  teeth.  The  obvious  moral 
appears  to  be  to  abandon  vaccination  or  revert  to  barbarism. 

The  Use  of  Cocaine 

for  local  anesthesia  is  a  much-debated  subject  in  the  pro- 
fession. The  lamentable  occurrence  following  on  the  admi- 
nistration of  cocaine  reported  in  a  recent  issue  (C.  S;  P., 
June  27,  page  190)  has  revived  this  much-disoussed  theme. 
The  uncertainty  of  the  cocaine  action  appears  to  be  the 
source  of  trouble.  In  the  Australian  Medical  Gazette  a 
country  general  practitioner  reports  an  occurrence  which 
bears  a  striking  similarity  to  many  other  reported  experi- 
ences. He  injected  30  minims  of  a  1-per-cent.  solution  of 
cocaine  without  giviDg,  apparently,  any  relief  from  pain.  On 
the  second  occasion  he  injected  £  gr.  into  the  gum  where  it 
seemed  most  tender.  After  ten  minutes  the  dose  was  re- 
peated, and  within  two  minutes  afterwards  the  patient  was 
in  a  state  of  collapse.  The  operator  administered  1  oz. 
of  sal  volatile  in  small  doses,  applied  artificial  respiration, 
and  extracted  a  number  of  stumps,  which  caused  free 
bleeding  of  the  gums,  but  it  was  fully  an  hour  before  the 
patient  properly  recovered  consciousness.  Atd  yet,  adds 
the  writer,  the  local  chemist,  who  is  the  fav.urite  extractor 
in  that  district,  uses  cocaine  in  every  case,  and  says  he  never 
has  had  a  case  which  caused  him  any  anxiety. 
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Trade  Law. 

Travellers'  Employment. — A  commercial  traveller  em- 
ployed by  a  firm  of  confectioners  on  salary  and  commission  gave 
notice  to  leave,  and  was  thereupon  told  by  the  manager  that, 
until  his  notice  terminated,  he  would  have  to  work  in  the  ware- 
house. This  he  declined  to  do,  contending  that  was  not  traveller's 
work,  and  sued  in  Southwark  County  Court  for  a  week's  wages 
and  commission.  The  Judge,  in  awarding  for  plaintiff,  said  he 
was  not  surprised  defendants  did  not  care  to  let  plaintiff  travel 
during  the  week  he  was  under  notice,  but  if  they  had  that  feeling 
they  must  pay  for  it.  The  plaintiff  was  a  traveller  and  was 
justified  in  refusing  to  work  in  the  warehouse. — (Smith  v.  Clarke, 
Nicholls  &  Coombs,  Limited.) 

Agreement  with  Employers. — An  assistant  confidential 
clerk  entered  the  service  of  a  Bradford  firm  in  1882,  agreeing  not 
to  carry  on  business  or  act  as  manager  to  any  firm  in  Bradford  or 
any  other  place  within  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  of  that  town  carry- 
ing on  a  similar  business  to  the  plaintiffs.  In  1893  the  clerk  was 
mide  head  manager,  and  in  February  of  this  year  gave  six 
months'  notice  to  leave  ;  but  the  plaintiffs  told  him  they  would  not 
require  ht3  service!  any  longer,  and  paid  him  six  months'  salary. 
In  July  defendant  wrote  to  his  old  firm  telling  them  he  had 
entered  th9  service  of  another  firm  in  the  vicinity,  after  which  he 
was  sued  for  breach  of  agreement.  The  defence  was  th*t  becoming 
manager  in  1393  put  an  end  to  the  agreement  entered  into  as  a 
clerk,  and  that  the  agreement  was  unreasonable  a 3  plaintiffs' 
business  was  confined  solely  to  Bradford.  The  latter  was  dis- 
proved, and  an  injunction  granted  restraining  the  defendant  until 
trial  of  the  action  continuing  his  present  employment. — (Delius 
v.  Miiller,  Chancery  Division,  August  14,  1901.) 

Milk-blended  Batter. — The  appeal  of  Pea-rks,  Gunston  & 
Tee  (Limited)  against  the  decisions  olthe  Staffordshire  Stipendiary 
Magistrates,  who  convicted  them  of  selling  butter  adulterated, 
with  water,  was  heard  in  the  King's  Bench  on  August  9.  The 
appellants  have  a  process  of  blending  milk  with  butter,  giving  a 
product  which,  according  to  analysis,  contains  a  quantity  of  water 
above  what  natural  butter  should  contain.  They  contend  that 
until  regulations  are  made  by  the  Biard  of  Agriculture  under 
Section  4  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899,  any  article 
made  exclusively  from  milk  and  cream,  or  both,  is,  in  fact,  butter  ; 
that  there  being  no  statutory  standard  as  to  the  quantity  of  water 
in  buiter,  the  fact  of  the  butter  containing  21'75  per  cent,  of 
water  was,  under  the  circumstances,  no  evidence  of  adulteration  ; 
that  no  offence  was  committed  under  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1875,  by  nob  eliminating  a  natural  constituent  of 
the  article,  and  that  the  facts  disclosed  no  evidence  of  adulteration 
under  that  Act.  Mr.  Justice  Wills  and  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  said 
there  was  no  shadow  of  doubi  thiithe  convictions  were  right,  and 
dismissed  the  appeal  with  costs. 


High  Court  Case. 

Bile-beans. 

In  the  Vacation  Court  on  August  14,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Joyce,  Mr.  Sebastian  moved  ex  parte  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  defendant  in  the  case  of  the  B  le-bean  Manu- 
facturing Company  v.  Arblaster  from  selling  as  preparations 
of  the  plaintiffs  articles  not  manufactured  by  them.  Learned 
counsel  said  that  the  defendant,  having  gone  abroad  for  a 
holiday,  had  not  been  served  with  notice  of  motion,  but  as  the 
matter  was  of  importance  he  should  ask  for  an  injunction, 
ex  parte.  The  plaintiffs  had  been  in  the  habit,  for  advertising 
purposes,  of  distributing  large  boxes  and  window  posters  to 
persons  who  were  willing  to  sell  his  bile-beans.  The  de- 
fendant had  applied  for,  and  had  received,  some  of  these 
boxes  and  posters,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  used 
them  for  the  purpose  of  pushing  the  sale  of  his  own  articles. 

His  Lordship:  You  have  not  a  monopoly  of  the  name 
"  Bile-beans." 

Mr.  Sebastian  contended  they  had  the  same  monopoly  as 
there  was  in  "  Yorkshire  Kslish  "  and  things  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Justice  Joyce  said  he  did  not  think  he  could  grant  an 
injunction  ex  parte.  Steps  had  better  be  ta'ien  to  serve 
the  defendant  with  the  notice  of  motion. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sweet  Nitre. 

In  the  Dublin  Northern  Divisional  Police  Court  on  August  9, 
before  Mr.  Wall,  K  C,  a  summons  was  heard  in  which  Dr. 


James  0.  Mc Walter,  trading  as  "  J.  Leonard  &  Co.,"  136  Great 
Britain  Street,  Dublin,  was  charged  by  Inspector  Ransome 
with  having  sold  to  the  complainant  1  oz.  of  spirit  of  nitrous 
ether  not  of  the  "  nature,  substance,  and  quality  "  of  the 
article  demanded.  The  certificate  of  Sir  Chas.  Cameron 
stated  that  it  contained  only  0'4  per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite, 
whereas  it  should  contain  at  least  T75  per  cent.  It  con- 
tained 99  6  per  cent,  of  alcohol  and  water,  and  was  useless 
as  a  drug. 

Mr.  Blood,  K.C.,  for  Dr.  McWalter,  said  only  a  small 
quantity  of  the  liquid  was  left  in  the  Corporation  bottle,  and 
he  submitted  that  this  could  not  be  analysed  as  required  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  Any  deterioration  that  had  taken 
place  had  occurred  after  the  drug  left  Dr.  McWalter's 
establishment. 

Dr.  Ashe  said  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  was  a  very  unstable 
compound,  and  should  be  kept  in  a  coloured  and  stoppered 
bottle.  The  bottle  in  which  the  specimen  was  shown  was 
not  at  all  a  proper  bottle. 

Dr.  Tichborne  also  gave  evidence  that  the  drug  was  easily 
influenced  by  light  and  air,  and  dil  not  consider  the 
specimen  produced  was  in  a  proper  bottle. 

The  case  was  then  adjourned  in  order  that  Somerset 
House  could  make  an  analysis  of  the  remaining  sample. 

Mercury  Ointment. 

At  the  Watford  Petty  Sessions  on  August  13,  George 
Thomas  Sumner,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rickmansworth,  was 
charged  with  selling  mercury  ointment  35  per  cent,  deficient 
in  mercury.  The  case  of  Dickens  v.  Randersen  was  quoted 
as  deciding  that  the  B.P.  ointment  should  be  given.  Mr. 
Turner,  for  the  defence,  admitted  the  sale  of  the  ointment 
and  the  analyst's  certificate.  The  ointment  was  sold  by  Mr. 
F.  E.  Battershill,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  was  acting  as 
locum-tenens  for  Mr.  Sumner.  He  desired  the  inspector  and 
the  actu  tl  purchaser  of  the  ointment  to  be  called.  After 
they  had  given  evidence  of  the  purchase,  he  asked  the 
inspector  (Mr.  Rushworth)  if  he  was  aware  there  were  three 
kinds  of  mercury  ointment. 
Witness  :  There  are  not. 

Mr.  Turner  :  Are  you  aware  that  at  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia Conference  a  diluted  form  of  mercury  ointment  was 
sanctioned  ? 

Witness  :  I  am  not  aware. 

Mr.  Turner  :  There  are,  in  fact,  throe  kinds  of  mercury 
ointment. 

Witness:  There  is  only  one  kind  of  mercury  ointment. 
There  may  be  a  compDund  mercury  ointment,  but  that  is  not 
mercury  ointment. 

Mr.  Turner  argued  that  there  was  a  mercury  ointment  and 
a  diluted  form  of  mercury  ointment  as  sanctioned  by  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  Conference.  B.P.  mercury  ointment 
was  not  an  article  of  commerce,  and  by  selling  that  in  even 
moderate  quantities  a  chemist  was  incurring  a  very  great 
risk.  The  inspector  was  supplied  with  the  diluted  form. 
The  Chairman  said  the  Bench  were  satisfied  the  de- 
fendant had  infringed  the  law,  but  under  the  circum- 
stances they  did  not  wish  to  record  a  conviction,  and  they 
would  dismiss  the  case  on  payment  of  costs— 21.  9s.  6d.  In 
future,  however,  if  a  person  asked  for  mercury  ointment 
chemists  must  protect  themselves  by  stating  to  the  purchaser 
at  the  time  what  the  quality  of  the  ointment  was  they  were 
selling. 

Linseed-meal. 

At  Hythe  County  Sessions  on  August  8,  Mr.  W.  M.  Jenner, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Sandgate,  was  summoned  for  sell- 
ing linseed-meal  which  was  certified  by  Dr.  Adams,  the 
county  analyst,  to  contain  only  6  per  cent,  of  oil  and  94  per 
cent,  of  vegetable  and  other  matter.  The  linseed-meal 
should  have  contained  30  per  cent,  of  oil.  In  defence,  it 
was  contended  that  it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  linseed 
was  sold  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  and  the  defendant 
strongly  protested  against  the  words  "  wilfully  selling " 
which  appeared  on  the  summons.  The  Bench  imposed  a 
fine  of  10s  ,  and  10s.  costs,  and  warned  Mr.  Jenner  to  be 
more  careful  in  future. 

Percentage  Calculation. 

Frederick  Lewindon,  of  the  Monument  Dairy,  Monument 
Street,  was  charged  on  August  14,  before  Alderman  Morris > 
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at  the  Mansion  House,  with  selling  a  pennyworth  of  milk 
from  which  14  per  cent,  of  the  original  fat  had  been  ab- 
stracted. 

In  the  statement  for  the  defence  Mr.  Kicketts  said 
average  milk  was  supposed  to  contain  3  per  cent,  of  fat. 
This  sample  contained  2-57  per  cent,  of  fat,  which  was  in 
reality  less  than  one-half  per  cent,  of  the  deficiency. 

Alderman  Morris :  But  the  summons  says  14  per  cent,  of 
fat  was  abstracted. 

Mr.  Ricketts :  Why  the  analyst  comes  to  that  conclusion 
is  that  normal  milk  is  supposed  to  contain  3  per  cent,  of  fat. 

Alderman  Morris  :  But  how  can  you  abstract  14  per  cent, 
from  3  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  Bicketts :  It  is  fourteen  parts  out  of  one  hundred 
parts.  Had  there  been  another  half  of  1  per  cent,  there 
would  have  been  7  per  cent,  over  3  per  cent. 

Alderman  Morris :  I  confess  I  hardly  follow  you.  The 
certificate  here  states  that  14  per  cent,  of  the  original  fat 
had  been  abstracted. 

Mr.  Ricketts :  Yes,  that  means  that  there  has  been 
abstracted  0  43  of  3. 

Alderman  Morris :  But  does  that  mean  that  if  he  had 
abstracted  11  per  cent,  only  he  would  have  left  sufficient  to 
pass  the  standard  1 

Dr.  Collingridge :  Three  per  cent,  of  fat  should  have  been 
found.  That  is  the  standard  adopted  by  the  analyst.  Asa 
matter  of  fact  only  2'57  of  fat  was  found,  and  that  shows  a 
deficiency  of  0  43,  which,  as  a  percentage  of  3,  is  about  one- 
seventh,  or  14  per  cent,  abstracted. 

Alderman  Morris :  Oh  1  Now  I  see  how  the  14  per  cent, 
is  arrived  at.  What  has  been  puzzling  me  was  where  the 
possibility  of  abstracting  14  per  cent,  from  3  per  cent,  came  in. 
Do  you  consider  that  3  per  cent,  of  fat  is  a  fair  standard  in 
the  summer  1 

Dr.  Collingridge  :  I  think  the  standard  is  quite  sufficiently 
low  for  any  season. 

Alderman  Morris  said  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the 
sample  of  milk  taken  was  an  unfair  one,  but  he  was  bound 
to  convict  under  the  decision  in  Dyke  v.  Gower,  and  would 
only  impose  a  penalty  of  5s.,  with  17s.  6d.  costs. 


Bankruptcy  IReport 


Be  John  Mundat,  lately  carrying  on  business  at  1  High  Street 
Cardiff,  but  now  described  as  of  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Mount 
Stuart  Square,  Cardiff,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

A  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  at  Cardiff  on  August  9. 
The  debtor's  statement  of  affairs    showed    gross  liabilities, 
2,9782.  8s.  lid.,  of  which  3772.  3s.  is  owing  to  thirty-six  nnsecured 
creditors,  62.  16s.  9d.  for  rates  and  taxes,  and  2,594 2.  9s.  2d.  to  two 
fully-secured  creditors.    Against  the  3772.  3s.  expected  to  rank 
for  dividend  debtor  has  assets  consisting  of  five  Masonic  Hall 
shares,  222.  10s. ;  one  Camwal  share,  12.  5s. ;  and  a  book-debt, 
1452.,  or  a  total,  after  deducting  preferential  claims,  of  1612. 18s.  3d. 
Debtor  alleged  the  cause  of  his  failure  to  be  the  action  taken 
against  him  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Deighton.    According  to  the  debtor's 
statement  he  commenced  business  in  December,  1880,  with  a 
capital  of  his  own— about  802.    He  took  over  a  lease  for  six  years 
at  1502.  of  the  shop  and  premises,  1  High  Street,  Cardiff,  for 
which  he  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of  2,0002.    In  order  to  enable  him 
to  do  this  he  borrowed  the  sum  of  2,0002.  from  Mr.  Deighton, 
agreeing  to  pay  him  interest  at  5  per  cent,  and  a  bonus  of  7502. 
for  the  loan,  and  for  which  he  gave  billB  amounting  to  2,7502., 
payable  on  demand.    He  states  that  it  took  him  some  two  or 
three  years  to  work  np  a  business,  and  he  was  unable  to  discharge 
any  of  the  loan  during  this  period,  but  after  this  he  kept  np  the 
instalments  regularly  for  years,  until  he  reduced  the  amount  to 
about  1,2502.    In  1894  he  surrendered  his  lease,  and  obtained  a 
grant  of  a  new  lease  for  twenty- five  year3,  at  1802.  for  the  first 
sixteen  years,  rising  to  2002.  afterwards.    About  1888  his  brother 
started  in  business  at  Tiverton,  and  the  debtor  became  surety  for 
the  brother  to  Mr.  Deighton,  signing  bills  on  behalf  of  his  brother 
until  the  amount  was  increased  to  over  1,6002.     In  19C0  Mr. 
Deighton,  who  up  to  this  time  had  no  security,  obtained  a 
mortgage  of  the  lease,  goodwill,  and  all  book-debts,  present  and 
future,  to  secure  the  same  to  1,9002.    The  debtor  states  that 
almost  immediately  after  Mr.  Deighton  foreclosed,  and  upon  an 
ex  parte  application  to  the  Chancery  Division  in  September  last 
obtained  an  appointment  for  a  receiver  and  manager  to  carry  on 
the  business.    (See  issues  of  O.  &  D.  for  December,  1900.)  The 
business,  together  with  the  book- debts,  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
receiver,  but  there  was  an  arrangement  between  Mr,  Deighton 


and  the  debtor  that  the  latter's  solicitor  should  be  paid  for  the 
stock,  which  was  valued  at  about  5002.  At  this  time  the  debtor 
was  heavily  pressed,  and  several  of  the  creditors  garnisheed  the 
amount  of  their  debts  out  of  this  5002.  The  bankrupt  states  he 
has  not  received  more  than  102.  out  of  this  money,  the  whole 
being  expended  by  his  solicitor  in  paying  creditors  and  law  costs. 
The  debtor  alleges  that  there  was  over  1,0002.  book-debts  due  to 
him  when  the  receiver  took  possession,  and  that  the  lease,  good- 
will, and  fixtures  was  worth  about  2,6002.,  as  he  considered  he  had 
about  one  of  the  best  businesses  in  Cardiff.  He  is  not  in  a> 
position  to  make  any  offer  for  a  composition,  and  has  been 
adjudicated  bankrupt.  No  creditors  attended  the  meeting,  and 
therefore  the  estate  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receive* 
as  trustee. 


<3a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Boyd,  J.  S.,  and  Taylor,  W.  C,  surgeons,  "Victoria  House, 
Freemasons'  Road,  Plaistow,  and  Victoria  Dock  Road,  West 
Ham,  E. 

Da  vies,  D.,  and  Rhys,  W.  physicians  and  surgeons,-, 
Aberdare,  Glamorgan,  under  the  style  of  Davies  &  Rhys. 

Goy,  T.  D.,  and  TJttley,  E.  P.,  dental  surgeons,  Lincoln, 
under  the  style  of  Goy  &  Uttley. 

Scu  pbam,  H.,  and  Scupbam,  F.  H.,  chemists,  &c,  Wilton 
Road,  Pimlico,  S.W.,  under  the  style  of  Henry  A.  Legg. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Bauer,  Moritz  Louis  (trading  as  M.  L.  Bauer  &  Co.),  late 
Belsize  Crescent,  Hampstead,  N.W.,  and  Great  Tower  Street, 
E.C.,  merchant. 

Phillips,  Walter  Lazarus,  St.  Mark's  Square,  Dalston, 
N.E.,  surgeon. 

Pllley,  T.  W.,  Old  Trinity  House,  Water  Lane,  E.C.,  and  the 
Laboratory,  Grove  Hill  Road,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E.,  and  Wood 
Green,  N.,  analytical  and  manufacturing  chemist. 

Sturges,  Frank,  Southend  Road,  Beckenham,  S.E.,  doctor  of 
medicine. 


2>eet>s  of  Hrranaement 


Appleton,  John  Frederick,  82  De  Burgh  Street,  and 
Cooper,  John  William,  8  Llandough  Street,  and  trading 
at  Ebenezer  Works,  Ebenezer  Street,  all  Cardiff,  as  "  Appleton- 
<fe  Cooper,"  wholesale  druggists.  Trustee,  Henry  E.  Sweeting, 
13  Duke  Street,  Cardiff,  chartered  accountant.  Dated, 
July  29  ;  filed,  August  7.  Estimated  net  assets,  1352. 10s.  5d. 
Composition  of  8s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  payable  2s.  6d.  at  three 
months,  2s.  6d.  at  six  months,  and  3s.  6d.  at  nine  months,, 
from  date  hereof,  secured  by  an  assignment  of  partnership 
estate  upon  trust,  &c.  The  following  are  scheduled  as. 
creditors : — 

£   s.  d. 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool    42   0  0 

Barringer,  Wallis  &  Manners  (Limited), 

Mansfield   22    0  0 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London   57    0  8 

Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  London     ...    14    0  0 

Harrison  &  Waide,  Leeds   34    0  O 

Hart,  H.  &  H,  London   18    0  0 

Horner  &  Sons,  London    20    0  0 

Sanderson,  A.  C,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh      ...    12    0  0 

Shirley  Brothers,  London   11    0  0 

Solid  Soups  (Limited),  Walsall   10    0  0 

Townsend,  J.,  &  Son,  Exeter    10    0  0 

Vaughan,  W.  J.,  Cardiff    11    0  0 

Yates,  T.,  Cardiff   14    0  0 

Draper,  Arthur  Longfellow,  Wrawby  Street,  Brigg,  Lin- 
coln, trading  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  Jonathan. 
Spring,  Brigg,  auctioneer.  Dated,  August  5  ;  filed,  August  9. 
Secured  creditors,  252.;  liabilities  unsecured,  1542.  2s.  lid. 
estimated  net  assets,  1002.  The  following  are  scheduled  as 
creditors : — 

£   a.  d. 

Allison,  — ,  Hull   17    0  0 

Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hull    93   0  0 

Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester  ...  10  0  0 
Sanderson,  — ,  Hull   10    0  0- 
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Price,  Arthur  Stain ton,  1  and  4  Westmoreland  Mart,  Bath, 
Somerset,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  Alfred  C.  Turpin, 
41  Bread  Street,  Bath,  I.A.  Dated,  July  30  ;  filed,  August  6. 
Secured  creditors,  402. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  1,0302.  18s.  id. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  4912.  10s.  The  following  are  scheduled 
as  creditors : — 


Baker,  J.  W.,  &  Co.,  Bristol 


Butcher,  W.,  &  Son,  London 

Foot,  H.,  Liverpool  

Hodgkinsons,Prestons  &  King,  Londor 

Hookway,  H.,  Bath  

Horner  &  Sons,  London   

Kerfoot,  T.,  &  Co  ,  Ashton-under-Lyne 
Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  London  ... 

Myer,  S.,  &  Co.,  London   

Potter  &  Clarke,  London  

Price,  J.  H.,  Rowley  Regis  

Yigis,  Lewis,  Bath  

Wilkinson,  J.  F.,  Manchester 

louldon,  E.,  London   

Bankers'  claims  


£ 

8. 

-f 

a. 

...  78 

0 

0 

I..*  Oc, 

ft 

U 

...  17 

0 

0 

...  10 

0 

0 

i...  21 

0 

0 

...  40 

0 

0 

...  19 

0 

0 

...  19 

0 

0 

...  10 

0 

0 

...  12 

0 

0 

...  22 

0 

0 

...  350 

0 

0 

...  12 

0 

0 

...  14 

0 

0 

...  35 

0 

0 

...  210 

0 

0 

1*ew  Companies  &  Company  1Rew& 


J.  J.  Rigbt  (Limited).— Capital  20,0002.,  in  12.  shares  (10,000 
preference).  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
J.  J.  Rigby  at  Comus  Street,  Salford,  Lanes,  and  to  carry  on, 
inter  alia,  the  business  of  manufacturing  and  general  chemists 
and  druggists.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
J.  J.  Rigby,  W.  Seddon,  and  R.  Holden.  Qualification,  100  shares. 
Remuneration,  252.  per  annum,  divisible. 

James  Storeb  &  Co.  (Limited). — Registered  at  Edinburgh. 
Capital  15,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business 
of  James  Storer  &  Co.,  oil  merchants,  boilers,  and  refiners,  paint, 
colour,  and  varnish  manufacturers,  &c,  carried  on  at  Barrowfield 
Works,  Bridgeton,  Glasgow,  and  to  carry  on  the  same.  The  first 
directors  are  W.  J.  Anderson,  D.  Lindsay,  S.  J.  Lyons,  and 
W.  Thomson.  Qualification,  300  shares.  Registered  office, 
201  Reid  Street,  Glasgow. 

Mabion  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  100,0002.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  as  "  Marion  &  Co.," 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  importers 
of  French  stationery  and  fancy  goods,  dealers  in  photographic 
dry-plates,  papers,  and  materials,  photographic  publishers,  dealers 
in  works  of  art,  &c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors 
are  F.  Bishop  (managing  director)  and  G.  M.  Bishop  and  G.  F. 
Bishop  (assistant  managing  directors).    Qualification  1,0002. 

Cullwicks  (Limited). — Capital  1,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects : 
To  take  over  the  business  of  a  mechanical  dentist  and  manu- 
facturer of  and  dealer  in  artificial  teeth  and  apparatus,  mechanical 
appliances  and  instruments  used  in  dentistry,  now  carried  on  by 
H.  E  Cullwick  at  42  Dudley  Street,  Wolverhampton,  and  else- 
where, to  carry  on  the  business  of  dentists,  dental  practitioners, 
dental  surgeons,  manufacturers  of  surgical  and  dental  appliances, 
patent-medicine  manufacturers,  &c,  and  to  emp'oy  qualified 
persons  to  act  on  the  company's  behalf  as  dentists,  opticians 
medical  practitioners,  and  chemists  in  connection  with  the  above 
business.  The  first  subscribers  are  :— H.  E.  Cullwick,  42  Dudley 
Street,  Wolverhampton,  operative  chemist;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Cullwick, 
2  Avondale  Road,  Wolverhampton ;  J.  F.  Cullwick,  1-2  Market 
Street,  Wolverhampton,  printer  and  stationer;  J.  J.  Elms, 
42  Dudley  Street,  Wolverhampton,  surgeon  dentist ;  J.  Spencer, 
Corporation  Street,  Birmingham,  surgeon  dentist ;  J.  West, 
Iona  House,  Larches  Lane,  Wolverhampton,  schoolmaster ;  and 
A.  J.  Browning,  12  Hainton  Street,  Grimsby,  mechanical  dentist. 
No  initial  public  issue.  H.  E.  Cullwick  is  governing  director, 
and  may  retain  office  so  long  as  he  holds  500  shares.  Remu- 
neration, 2502.  per  annum  and  a  share  in  the  profits.  Registered 
office,  42  Dudley  Street,  Wolverhampton. 


Mellin's  Food  foe  Austealia  and  New  Zealand 
(Limited). — The  fourth  ordinary  general  meetiDg  of  this 
company  was  held  on  August  14  at  56  Cannon  Street,  EC, 
Dr.  J.  J.  Pilley  presiding.  The  motion  for  the  adoption  of 
the  reports  and  accounts  was  carried  unanimously. 

Phillips  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay.— The  directors' 
report,  dated  July  9,  1901,  states  that  in  consequence  of  the 
disapproval  by  the  shareholders  of  the  report,  dated  June  14, 
1901,  at  the  annual  general  meeting  held  on  June  25,  1901, 


the  present  board  have  compared  the  books  of  the  company 
with  the  audited  balance-sheet,  and  in  their  opinion  it  is  a 
correct  balance-sheet.  The  expenditure  appears  to  the 
present  board  to  be  excessive  in  comparison  with  the  amount 
of  gross  profit.  They  are  taking  immediate  steps  to  look 
into  the  working  of  the  business  with  a  view  to  curtail 
expenses.  The  item  of  28,616r.  written  off  from  the  credit 
balance  of  the  profit-and-loss  account  for  the  year  endiDg 
February  28,  1900,  is  explained  as  follows  : — 

Errors  in  addition  in  the  books  of  the  Bombay 

stock  for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1900  13,4651. 

Depreciation  in  value  of  Poona  stock  made  sub- 
sequent to  the  balance-sheet  dated  May  14, 

19C0    8,826r. 

Bad  debts  prior  to  February  28,  1900    6,325r. 

28,616r. 

The  board  concur  in  the  proposal  of  the  directors'  report  of 
June  14  to  hold  the  credit  balance  of  the  present  account 
(12,646r.  2a.  3p.)  to  be  carried  forward,  and  the  board  are 
considering  what  steps  to  take  with  reference  to  the  Byculla 
property.  In  the  profit-and-loss  account  the  balance  to 
debtor  side  at  February  28,  1900,  is  stated  at  261,294r.,  with 
the  amount  written  off  already  alluded  to  (28,616  \)  and 
balance  carried  down  (10,089r  )  this  now  stands  at  300,000r. 
Salaries,  advertising,  rents,  establishment  charges,  directors' 
and  auditors'  fees,  &c,  amount  to  95,203.-.  A  sum  of  2,524r. 
has  been  written  off  for  depreciation  on  plant,  and  629r. 
written  off  for  bad  debts,  leaving  a  balance  of  12,646r.  to  be 
carried  forward.  On  the  credit  side  appear  the  300,000r. 
written  off  capital  account,  10,089r.  balance  brought  down, 
98,566r.  balance  in  goods  account,  l,485r.  "  erased  accounts 
recovered,"  808r.  unclaimed  dividends  forfeited,  and  54r. 
for  transfer-fees.  The  balance-sheet  shows  on  the  debtor 
side  a  fully  paid-up  capital  of  200,000r. ;  a  loan  at  6  per 
cent.  agaiDst  Byculla  and  Poona  buildings  (78,000r.), 
amounts  due  for  goods,  rents,  salaries  (22,847f.),  unclaimed 
dividends  (l,718r.),  and  the  balance  (12,646r  )  at  credit  of 
profit-and-loss  account,  amounting  in  all  to  315,212r.  On 
the  credit  side  the  property  and  assets  include  the  Byculla 
and  Poona  premises  (95  000r.),  machinery  and  furniture  at 
Fort,  Byculla,  and  Cumballa  Hill,  Bombay,  less  depreciation 
(12,415r.),  machinery  and  furniture  &\  Poons,  less  deprecia- 
tion (8,933r.),  stock-in-trade  at  Bombay  and  Poona  (138  855r), 
outstanding  debts  at  Bombay  and  Poona  (36  925r.),  insurance 
(518r.),  cash  in  bank  and  in  hand  (20,653r.),  and  deposits 
against  contracts  (l,910r.). 


Soutb  Hfrican  mews. 

(From  our  Colonial  Correspondents.) 


Still  Seeving. — Mr.  W.  Jasper,  chemist  and  druggist, 
some  time  assistant  with  Messrs.  Balkwell  &  Co.,  chemists, 
Plymouth,  is,  and  has  been  for  the  past  twelve  months,  a 
scout  with  Steinacker's  Horse.  Mr.  Jasper  left  Plymouth 
for  South  Africa  in  August,  1899. 

Thefts. — The  coloured  boys,  Philip  Silbert,  Manuel 
Filanders,  and  Martin  Kholler,  who  appeared  before  the 
Cape  Town  Police  Magistrates,  as  reported  in  our  issue  of 
June  8,  charged  with  extensive  thefts  of  medicines,  perfumes, 
sundries,  and  money  from  Mr.  Alex,  Cleghorn  and  Messrs. 
Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  appeared  at  the  Crimiml  Sessions  on 
July  22.  The  two  former  were  sentenced  to  six  montts' 
hard  labour,  and  Kholler  was  sent  to  a  reformatory,  also  for 
six  months. 


Trailing  Skiets.— In  connection  with  the  controversy  as  to 
the  dissemination  of  diseases  by  means  of  the  dust  caused  by 
trailing  skirts,  it  is  stated  that  when  the  first  great  glass-house 
was  built  in  Hyde  Park  in  1851  Sir  Joseph  Paxton'was  asked  how 
he  intended  to  have  the  flooring  swept  and  cleaned.  He  replied 
that  no  arrangements  for  this  purpose  were  needed  as  the  ladies' 
skirts  would  do  all  this,  spaces  being  left  between  the  planks 
expressly  for  this  purpose,  and  the  result  proved  the  truth  of  hia 
anticipations,  little  foreseen  by  the  wearers. 
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pbotoarapbic  IRotea. 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 


Antihypo 

is  a  chemical  in  the  form  of  pastilles  which  is  being  sold  for 
eliminating  hyposulphite  of  soda  from  plates  or  print?.  Dr. 
Valenta,  of  the  Vienna  Technical  Institution,  states,  as  a 
result  of  an  analysis,  that  antihypo  is  percarbonate  of  potash, 
a  chemical  obtained  by  electrolysis  from  a  saturated  solution 
of  potassium  carbonate. 

Light  Filters. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Davenport,  in  the  British  Journal  of  Photo- 
graphy, finds  that  mandarin  orange  (G  extra)  is  better  than 
eosin  as  an  addition  to  the  6-per-cent.  bichromate- of -potash 
solution  used  as  a  light  filter  for  dark-room  lamps.  Adding 
4  grammes  of  mandarin  orange  to  500  c.c.  of  bichromate 
solution  chromatic  and  Barnet  medium  plates  remained  free 
from  fog  after  two  minutes'  exposure. 

American  Plates. 

Some  of  the  large  American  dry-plate  makers  contemplate 
putting  their  products  on  the  English  market  in  the  near 
future.  The  Cramer  Dry-plate  Company  have,  it  is  said, 
appointed  a  London  house  as  their  consignee,  whilst  the 
proprietors  of  the  Seed  plates  are  stated  to  be  making 
inquiries.  Some  of  the  British  makers  have  been  getting 
cobwebby  lately  and  opposition  may  develop  their  latent 
virtues  and  quicken  their  enterprise. 

Paget  Paper. 

I  have  lately  been  trying  some  of  the  new  Paget  ptize 
self-toning  paper.  It  is  a  collodion  paper,  and  contains  the 
necessary  gold  to  tone  it  in  the  film.  All  one  has  t  J  do  is, 
after  washing  the  prints  for  fiye  minutes,  to  place  them  in 
a  fixing-bath  of  hyposulphate  of  soda  2  oz.,  water  1  pint, 
for  fifteen  minutes,  wash,  and  dry.  This  treatment  gives  a 
brown  toned  print ;  if  a  colder  tone  is  desired,  a  bath  of 
salt  water  (2  oz.  to  1  pint)  replaces  the  preliminary  washing. 

Artisti  Platinum. 

Messrs.  George  Houghton  &  Son,  88  and  89  High  Holborn. 
W.C.,  have  been  appointed  sole  agents  for  this  country  for 
artisti  platinum  paper,  manufactured  by  the  Scovill  &  Adams 
Company,  New  York.  The  paper  is  made  by  the  Kirkland- 
Wallace  process  at  Denver,  Colorado,  U  S. A  ,  where  the  dry 
atmosphere  is  especially  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of 
platinum  paper.  The  paper  is  packed  in  tubes  only,  and  is 
made  in  smooth  and  rough  grades. 

Lumiere  Plates 

are  shortly  to  be  introduced  to  the  English  market.  The 
London  office  of  the  Lumiere  North  American  Company 
(Limited)  is  at  78  Q  leen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  just 
opposite  the  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  The 
exact  location  is  rendered  noticeable  to  the  passer-by  on 
account  ot  a  gilt-iron  screen  before  the  first-floor  window, 
the  screen  having  ths  words  "Lumiere  Plates"  in  white 
across  it.  The  Lumiere  factory  at  Lyons  is  the  biggest 
plate-making  establishment  in  the  world. 

Ink  for  Writing  on  Glass. 

The  following  formula  has  been  devised  by  Dr.  Richter  for 
writing  on  dark-room  bottles  : — 

Barium  sulphate    5iv. 

Mucilage  of  acacia   ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Sodium-silicate  solution    5iv. 

Distilled  water    5j- 

If  a  black  ink  is  desired  liquid  Indian  ink  is  added  instead  of 
the  water. 

Blotting-paper. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt  some  time  ago  called  attention  to  the 
inconveniences  which  result  from  using  commercial  blotting- 
paper  for  photographic  purposes.  Dr.  Hauberrisser  has  not 
probably  heard  of  Mr.  Wyatt's  work  on  this  subject,  but  in 
the  Photographisehe  Chronik  tells  how  he  has  detected 
chlorine  and  hyposulphites  in  blotting-paper.  For  photo- 
graphic purposes  a  specially  prepared  paper  should  be  used, 


of  the  quality  used  for  filtering-paper.  The  paper  mu.t  also 
be  free  frrm  loose  fibres. 

To  Preserve  Pyro 

Mr.  C.  W.  Piper  contends  that  a  mixture  of  sulphite  and 
metasulphite  of  soda  or  potash  should  be  used.  Sulphite 
alone  preserves  the  developing  power  fairly  well,  but  meta- 
sulphite is  required  to  keep  the  solution  almost  colourless. 
The  proportions  necessary  are  given  as  pyro  1,  sulphite  2, 
metasulphite  J,  the  pyro  being  contained  either  in  a  10-per- 
cent, or  l-in-60  solution.  The  action  of  nitric  acid  alone  in 
preserving  pyro  seems  to  be  somewhat  mysterious,  says  Mr. 
Piper,  it  being  difficult  to  see  why  an  oxidiser  should  pre- 
serve developing  power. 

A  Pyroxylin  Substitute 

which  will  dissolve  in  a  volaUle  solvent  and  leave  a  tran- 
sparent film  when  the  solvent  evaporates  is  wanted.  Ex- 
periments by  Professor  E.  Valenta  seem  to  show  that 
cellulose  tetracetate,  which  is  readily  soluble  in  chloroform, 
may  be  used  for  preparing  collodio-chlorocitrate  emulsions. 
The  chloroform  solution  can  be  diluted  with  alcohol  or 
acetone  up  to  a  certain  point — a  fact  which  experimenters 
will  find  useful. 

Gold  Chloride. 

Abroad  a  dark  kind  of  chloride  of  gold  is  made,  which,  if 
pure,  should  contain,  according  to  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Sons, 
65  per  cent,  of  metallic  gold.  English  chloride  of  gold 
(NaClAuCl3  +  2rI20)  contains  49'45  per  cent,  of  the  metal, 
so  that  the  dark  kind  would  appear  to  be  preferable  on  the 
gold  basis.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  dark  kind  is 
subject  to  considerable  sophistication,  which  brings  down  its 
metallic  gold  content  to  between  28  and  42  per  cent.,  and  it 
is  stroDgly  acid,  so  that  there  is  no  advantage  to  be  gained 
by  using  other  than  the  usual  English  variety. 

Mercuric-iodide  Intensifier. 

This  intensifier  has  been  alluded  to  several  times  in  the 
C.  4'  D.,  but  doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to  its  permanency. 
A  writer  in  the  Professional  Photographer,  who  has  used 
mercuric  iodide  for  twelve  years,  says  he  has  "never  found 
a  negative  damaged  by  any  change."  The  solution  used  in 
this  case  was  made  thus:— Make  a  solution  of  potassium 
iodide  by  dissolving  1  oz.  of  the  iodide  in  8  oz.  of  water. 
Reserve  1  oz.  of  the  potassinm-iodide  solution,  and  to 
the  remainder  add,  with  shaking,  a  saturated  solution  of 
mercuric  chloride  until  a  slight  red  colour  remains  ;  to  this 
now  add  the  reserved  portion.  This  stock  solution  is  diluted 
1  oz.  with  from  4  to  8  oz.  of  water  for  use, 

Messrs.  Elliott  &  Son  give  the  following  one-solution 
developer  as  very  good  for  obtaining 

Contact  Prints 


on  platino-matt  bromide  paper  :— 

Metol     200  gr. 

Sodium  sulphite    6  oz. 

Quinol    150  gr. 

Potassium  bromide   50  gr. 

Potassium  carbonate    2  oz. 

Water   80  oz. 


Dissolve  the  metol  in  the  water  first,  and  then  the  other 
ingredients  in  the  order  given. 

P.  O.  P.  in  Hot  Weather 
causes  trouble.  A  contributor  to  an  Indian  photographic 
journal  employs  ice  and  chrome  alum  as  follows  : — Five  dishes 
are  arranged  iu  a  row,  the  first  four  containing  water  and 
the  fifth  a  solution  of  chrome  alum  (1  gr.  to  1  oz.).  Lumps 
of  ice  are  put  in  the  dishes  to  bring  the  temperature  below 
60°  F.  The  prints  to  be  toned  are  passed  through  the  dishes 
until  the  chrome-alum  bath  is  reached,  where  they  are 
allowed  to  remain  for  twenty  minutes,  by  which  time  the 
prints  will  be  thoroughly  hardened,  and  subsequent  opera- 
tions carried  on  with  uncooled  water.  The  point  is  to  use 
the  chrome-alum  bath  of  the  strength  indicated  above.  If 
used  stronger  it  has  a  bad  effect  on  the  gelatin. 

Dark-rooms. 

Mr.  R.  J.  ManniDg,  chemist,  Wells,  Somerset. 

Mr.  C  J.  King,  St.  Mary's  Pharmacy,  Isles  of  Scilly. 
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Westminster  Mteoom. 


The  Mond  Gas  Bill. 

This  Bill  was  returned  to  the  House  of  Lords  from  the 
Common?,  with  the  amendments  suggested  by  the  Upper 
House  agreed  to,  and  received  the  Koyal  assent  on  August  9. 

Patent  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

This  Bill  passed  through  Committee  without  amendment, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
August  14. 

Alkali,  &c,  Works  Regulation  Bill. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  August  14  the  order  for  this 
Bill  was  discharged,  and  the  Bill  was  withdrawn. 

Telegraphic  Addresses. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  August  13,  Mr.  Henniker- 
Heaton  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  whether  he  could  explain  why  in 
telegrams  Westgate-on-Sea  was  charged  as  one  word,  but 
BirchiDgton-on-Sea  as  three  words?  In  reply,  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain  said  the  name  of  the  second  place  mentioned 
is  "  Birchington,"  and  if  the  words  "  on-Sea  "  are  added  in 
any  case  they  are  charged  for  because  they  are  superfluous  — 
On  August  16  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  is  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  will  issue  instructions  to  charge 
persons  living  in  places  with  double  names  for  one  word 
only  in  telegrams  for  the  name  of  each  place  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  And  if  can  he  say  why  in  telegrams  Woodford 
Green  is  charged  as  one  word,  but  Camden  Town  as  two 
words,  and  St.  Pancras  as  one  word  but  Charing  Cross  as 
two  words. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Bill. 

The  report  stage  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts 
Amendment  and  Consolidation  Bill,  as  amended  by  the 
Standing  Committee,  came  before  the  House  of  Commons 
on  August  13.  On  the  twenty-fourth  clause  Mr.  Renshaw 
moved  an  amendment  extending  by  one  hour  the  time  of 
employment  on  Saturday,  the  proposal  of  the  clause  being 
that  when  the  employment  began  at  6  and  an  hour  was 
allowed  for  meals  it  should  end  at  noon,  or  if  less  than  an 
hour  was  allowed  for  meals  it  should  end  at  half-past  11, 
and  where  the  employment  began  at  7  it  should  end 
at  half-past  12.  He  explained  that  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  would  be  to  continue  the  present  practice. 

Mr.  Harwood  opposed  the  amendment.  The  proposal 
in  the  clause  to  stop  at  12  on  Saturday  instead  of  1 
would  do  no  harm  to  the  trade,  and  as  it  would  affect  a 
million  and  a  half  of  operatives  it  would  tend  to  improve  the 
physical  condition  of  the  people  and  the  quality  of  their 
work. 

Mr.  Renyon,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Sir  Wm.  Houldsworth 
supported  this  view,  but 

Mr.  Ritchie  (Home  Secretary)  asked  the  House  not  to 
agree  to  the  decision  of  the  Committee  that  the  work 
should  stop  at  12.  It  had  been  admitted  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  workers  that  if  the  alteration  of  the 
hour  from  1  to  12  were  carried  into  operation,  it  would 
make  a  difference  of  120,000Z.  or  130,0002.  a  year  to  the 
cotton-trade  alone. 

The  House  divided,  and  the  voting  went  as  follows  : — 

For  the  amendment  ...    141 

Against  ...       ...  163 

Maj  ority  against  the  Government ...  22 

On  the  result  being  made  known  there  was  some  attempt 
to  make  capital  of  the  defeat  of  the  Government,  but 

Mr.  Ritchie  intimated  that  the  House  had  come  to  a  clear 
decision,  which  the  Government  accepted. 


"The  Art  op  Dispensing"  (Ed.  VI.). — This  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  works  in  the  English  language  upon 
the  subject,  and  its  value  has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
thorough  revision  which  has  been  made. — Professor  J.  H. 
Beal,  Scio.  O. 


Grace  motes. 


Essential  Oils. — Messrs.  H.  Gilbertson  &Sons  (Limited) 
have  been  appointed  sole  agents  in  Great  Britain  for  the 
products  of  Messrs.  Paolino  Grimaldi  di  Antonio  &  Co., 
essential-oil  exporters,  of  Messina,  whose  oil  of  lemon  is 
specially  recommended  as  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
chemists. 

A  Street-show. — At  the  High  Court  meeting  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Foresters,  which  was  held  in  Gloucester 
last  week,  a  big  demonstration  and  parade  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  Wm.  Gardner  &  Sons,  engineers,  Bristol  Road, 
took  part  amongst  other  local  manufacturing-firms.  Messrs. 
Gardner's  show  included  the  largest  and  smallest  sizes  of 
the  patent  "  Rapid "  sifter  and  mixer  and  a  Gardner's 
patent  "  Rapid  "  steam  dryer  and  mixer. 

Creosote,  Cod-liver  Oil,  and  Hypophosphites.— In 
our  issue  of  August  3,  page  199,  we  referred  to  a  creosoted 
emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil,  prepared  and  exhibited  by  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  111  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  We 
have  now  received  a  sample  of  this  elegant  pharmaceutical 
preparation,  containing,  in  addition,  the  hypophosphites  of 
calcium  and  sodium.  Each  fluid  ounce  of  the  emulsion 
represents  cod-liver  oil,  2  fl.  dr. ;  calcium  hypophosphite, 
3  gr. ;  sodium  hypophosphite,  2  gr. ;  and  finest  beechwood 
creosote,  1  per  cent.  The  therapeutic  uses  of  the  prepara- 
tion are  thus  indicated,  and  we  can  vouch  for  its  palata- 
bility.  The  emulsion  Lis  put  on  the  market  in  8-oz  and 
16-oz.  bottles,  and  samples  for  inspection  will  be  forwarded 
by  receipt  of  a  postcard  expressing  that  desire. 

St.  Jacobs  Oil. — Chemists  will  be  interested  to  hear 
that  Mr.  W.  E.  Geddes,  45  Farringdon  Road,  E.C,  who  was 
for  seventeen  years  the  London  manager  for  the  Chas.  A. 
Vogeler  Co.,  has  purchased,  and  is  now  the  sole  proprietor 
of,  that  business.  The  headquarters  of  the  business  are  to 
be  in  London,  the  other  manufactories  and  premises  being 
situated  at  Baltimore,  Toronto,  Paris,  San  Francisco,  and 
Sydney.  St.  Jacob's  oil  will  be  manufactured  at  each  of 
these  places  except  the  Californian  branch.  Mr.  Geddes, 
who  has  just  returned  from  the  United  States,  where  he  has 
been  for  the  last  three  months  negotiating  for  the  purchase 
of  the  business,  informs  us  that  he  contemplates  forming  his 
business  into  a  limited  syndicate  in  the  near  future.  Mean- 
while the  advertisements  to  the  public  which  were  formerly 
issued  so  lavishly  are  being  renewed,  so  that  the  trade  may 
expect  the  demand  for  St.  Jacob's  oil  to  revive  and  increase. 
Some  new  developments  in  the  business  are  also  in  con- 
templation. 

Palatinoids  in  the  Antarctic. — Messrs.  Oppenheimer, 
Son  &  Co.  (Limited)  inform  us  that  they  have  supplied  to 
the  order  of  the  chief  medical  officer  of  the  National 
Antarctic  Expedition  a  general  outfit  of  palatinoids  and 
bipalatinoids.  Dr.  Kcettlitz  had  had  a  previous  experience 
with  palatinoids  on  the  last  trip  by  the  Jackson-Harmsworth 
Expedition,  when  they  were  found  to  keep  perfectly.  The 
drugs  taken  by  the  National  Antarctic  Expedition  are: — 
Palatinoids  :  antacid,  cascara,  sulphonal,  santal  oil,  rhubarb 
CO.,  and  grey  powders,  stomachic,  santal  buchu  co.,  santal 
co.,  trional,  carbolic  acid  and  soda-mint,  phenacetin  and 
caffein,  digitalis,  nux  vomica,  colocynth  co  ,  colocjnth  co. 
with  hyoscyamus,  chlorodyne,  butyl  chloral  with  gelsemin, 
papain  gr.  1,  cascara,  nux  vomica,  and  belladonna,  ether, 
croton  oil,  male  fern,  terebene  ;  bipalatinoids  of  ferrous  car- 
bonate, ferrous  carbonate  with  arsenic,  ferrous  carbonate, 
arsenic  and  nux  vomica ;  one  hypodermic  case  fitted  com- 
plete with  soluble  hypodermics  ;  one  special  leather  wallet, 
fitted  complete  with  medicines  for  each  of  the  medical 
officers  while  travelling. 


"The  Art  op  Dispensing." — "When  a  book  within  twelve 
years  appears  in  six  editions  and  numerous  reprints,  this 
fact  alone  would  be  indicative  of  its  great  popularity.  That 
this  popularity  is  a  deserved  one,  nobody  will  doubt  who 
peruses  its  pages,  filled  with  matter  of  the  greatest  value  to 
the  practcal  pharmacist,  not  only  in  England  but  in  this 
country  as  well." — Pharmaceutical  Review. 
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Business  Changes. 


Me.  G.  Knight,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  Newbridge,  Mon. 

Mr.  W  C.  Mitchell  will  shortly  open  a  high-class  phar- 
macy at  Fore  Street,  Fowey,  Cornwall. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Judge,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  G.  Heathcote  at  Folkingham. 

:  Mr.  W.  Hanbury  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
G.  R-  Dawson,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  Rayleigh,  Essex. 

Mr.  H.  0.  Hedger,  chemist,  has  purchased  the  branch 
business  of  Messrs.  Laurence  &  Co.  at  71  East  Hill,  Wands- 
worth, S.W. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  known  as  Thomas's  Drug-stores  at  118  Kings- 
land  Road,  N.E. 

Mr.  W  B.  Harvey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is  retiring 
from  the  business  carried  on  by  him  for  forty-five  years  at 
20  Bath  Street,  Frome. 

Mr.  Sidney  Smith,  chemist,  Cambridge  Gardens  and 
Elphinstone  Road,  Hastings,  has  closed  his  branch  business 
at  Battle  Road,  Hollington. 

Mr.  Simpson,  chemist,  of  the  Parade,  Leamington,  has 
purchased  Mr.  Short's  business  at  44  Crown  Road,  St. 
Mirgaret's-on-Thames. 

Messrs.  Street  &  Co.,  chemists,  St.  Leonard's  Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea,  will  shortly  open  a  branch  business  at 
Station  Road,  Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Mr.  Joseph  Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
334  AlfreSon  Road,  Nottingham,  has  opened  new  premises  at 
105  Ilkeston  Road,  Nottingham. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Barlow,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street' 
Tewkesbury,  is  having  his  shop  enlarged  and  refitted  by 
Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  of  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Brumwell,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  118 
Holland  Park  Avenue,  W.,  has  bought  the  business  of  Mr.  J. 
Chil well,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at  6  Weymouth  Street,  W. 

Mr.  G.  G.  Price  has  purchased  the  business  of  Messrs. 
Reed  &  Simnett,  chemists,  at  190  High  Street,  Lewisham,  S.F. 
Mr.  Reed  is  the  oldest-established  chemist  in  the  district. 

Mr.  John  Watt,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  some  time 
one  of  the  managers  for  Day's  Southern  Drug  Company 
(Limited),  is  about  to  open  a  new  business  at  89  Middle 
Street,  Yeovil. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Havinden  having  retired  from  the  firm  of 
Pick,  Killick  &  Co  ,  general  merchants,  Commercial  Sale- 
rooms, Mincing  Lane  (  see  C.  3>  D  ,  August  3,  page  252), 
the  business  will  in  future  be  carried  on  under  the  old  name 
by  Messrs.  H.  J.  Pick  and  T.  F.  Killick. 

Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Briscall  &  Co.,  oil  importers  and 
refiners,  intimate  that  they  are  closing  their  works  and 
offices  at  Neville  Street,  School  Close,  Leeds,  and  concen- 
trating their  oil  refineries  and  works  at  their  Parr  Street 
establishment  in  Liverpool,  and  offices  at  Windsor  Buildings, 
George  Street,  Liverpool. 


The  Man  with  the  Cheque. — At  a  physician's  house  in 
the  north  of  London  a  cheque-swindle  was  worked  lately,  but, 
thanks  to  the  astuteness  of  the  doctor's  wife,  the  swindlers 
only  just  managed  to  preserve  their  liberty.  The  doctor 
had  just  gone  out  on  his  rounds  when  a  man  came  into  the 
surgery,  and  asked  for  him  or  his  wife.  The  lady  saw  the 
man,  who  explained  that  he  had  come  from  a  well-known 
neighbouring  chemist,  who  would  be  glad  if  either  the 
doctor  or  his  wife  could  cash  the  cheque  which  he  had 
brought  with  him.  The  lady  was  a  little  suspicious,  and, 
taking  the  cheque  with  her,  as  if  she  was  about  to  cash  it, 
she  remarked,  "  I'll  telephone  to  Mr.  So-and-so  (naming  the 
chemist),  and  ask  him  whether  he  prefers  all  gold  or  some 
notes."  The  lady  went  out  of  the  room  to  ring  up  the 
chemist,  but  her  back  was  hardly  turned  before  the  man 
made  a  dash  for  the  door,  and,  getting  outside,  ran  off  at 
top  speed. 


flDarrfaees. 


Hamilton  —  Veitch.  —  On  August  1,  at  Northgate, 
Peebles,  George  W.  Hamilton,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Cameron  &  Hamilton,  chemists,  Capetown  and  Salt  River, 
to  Jessie  Todd,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  David  Veitch, 
Peebles. 

Kirkpatrick  —  Finlay. — On  August  7,  at  Belmont 
Presbyterian  Church,  Belfast,  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Duff,  M.A., 
David  Lawson  Kirkpatrick,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  son  of 
the  late  Mr.  Alex.  Kirkpatrick,  Bally trustan,  Portaferry,  co. 
Down,  to  Jennie,  elder  daughter  of  Mr.  John  M.  Finlay, 
Elmworth,  The  Mount,  Belfast. 

Martindale — De  Morgan. — On  August  7,  at  St.  Mark's. 
KenniDgton,  S  W.,  by  the  Rev.  John  Darlington,  B.D., 
William  Harrison  Martindale,  Ph.D.,  of  19  Devonshire 
Street,  Portland  Place,  W.,  to  Isabel  Mary  De  Morgan,  of 
66  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 


E>eatbs. 


Barclay. — Suddenly,  at  Harrington,  Mr.  Hugh  Barclay, 
F.C.S.,  analytical  chemist. 

Harrison. — Recently,  at  Longton,  Mr.  Wm.  Bishop 
Harrison,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  John  Harrison,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Longton.    Aged  25. 

Lenfestey. — Ou  August  1,  Mr.  William  Giffard  Lenfestey, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Piccadilly  Circus,  London,  W. 
Aged  57. 

Passmore. — On  July  30,  Mr.  Arthur  Bradshaw  Passmore, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Newington  Causeway,  London,  S.E. 
Aged  43. 

Savidge. — At  Corby,  Lincolnshire,  on  August  2,  Mr. 
William  Mason  Savidge,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  67. 
Mr.  Savidge  had  carried  on  business  at  Corby  for  a  great 
number  of  years.  He  had  been  in  feeble  health  for  the  past 
two  years,  but  attended  to  business  up  to  within  a  short  time 
of  his  death. 

Vose. — At  Liscard,  on  August  4,  Annie  Rosa,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Vose,  chemist,  Liverpool. 


IRecent  Wills. 


Cboss. — Probate  has  been  granted  in  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr. 
Wm.  Cross,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  23  Brompton  Road,  S.W., 
who  died  on  March  8  last.  The  gross  value  of  the  estate  is 
19,109?.  9s.  10d.,  and  the  net  personalty  18,5072.  6s.  The  executors 
are  E.  T.  M.  Teesdale,  of  6  Frederick's  Place,  E.C,  solicitor,  and 
Chas.  Cross,  of  21  Working  Street,  Cardiff,  iron  merchant,  brother 
of  the  testator. 

Davis.— The  will  of  Mr.  John  Oliver  Davis  of  28  Riggindale 
Road,  Streatham,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Braemar, 
Sedlescombe  Road,  St.  Leonard's,  who  died  on  January  25  last, 
has  been  proved  in  the  principal  Registry.  The  sole  executor  is 
C.  D.  Davis,  surgeon-dentist,  the  son  of  the  testator.  The  gross 
value  of  the  estate  is  10,504?.  19s.  Id.,  and  the  net  personalty  is 
10.396Z.  2s.  2d. 

Obmebod. — Mi6B  Eleanor  Lanne  Ormerod  the  well-known 
entomologist  of  Torrington  House,  St.  Albans,  LL.D.,  whose  will 
bears  date  July  17,  1900,  left  property  which  has  been  valued  at 
52,041Z.  19s.  gross,  and  51,582Z.  13s.  net.  She  bequeathed  to  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  5.000Z.  ;  to  Mr.  T.  P.  Newman,  of  Hatton 
Garden,  lithographer,  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  service, 
2,000Z.,  and  the  copyright  of  all  of  her  works  and  the  copies  of  her 
works  in  the  possession  of  his  firm  of  West,  Newman  &  Co.,  and 
of  her  publishers  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  and  all  of  her 
collections.  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Newman  in  her 
lifetime  the  testatrix  bequeathed  her  copyright  and  collections 
and  2,000Z.  to  the  Edinburgh  University  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  study  of  ravages  of  injurious  insects. 
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£be  %ifc  of  Xavoisfer. 


THOSE  who  only  think  of  his  tragic  end  may  look  upon 
Lavoisier  as  an  unhappy  man.  But  those  who  have 
read  the  remarkable  "  Life  oi  Lavoisier  "  written  by  Grimaux 
some  few  years  ago  will  be  aware  that  his  lot  was  cast  in 
pleasant  places  until  the  final  tragedy  set  in.  The  book  is 
the  more  remarkable  as  the  sources  of  original  information 
on  the  subject  are  few — the  short  biographs  of  Lalande, 
Fourcroy,  and  Cuvier,  and  the  papers  of  the  great  chemist 
which  Mme.  Leon  de  Chazelles  inherited  from  her  great- 
aunt,  Mme.  Lavoisier. 

Lavoisier  was  the  only  son  of  Jean  Antoine  Lavoisier, 
Procureur  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  (born  in  1713),  and  of 
his  wife,  nie  Emilie  Punctis,  whom  he  married  in  1742. 
Lavoisier  was  born  on  August  26,  1743,  in  the  Cul-de-sac 
Pecquet,  in  the  heart  of  Paris,  and  baptized  the  same  day  at 
St.  Merri's  Church,  being  named  Laurent  after  his  great- 
uncle,  Messire  Laurent  Warocquier,  who  was  in  holy 
orders 

The  future  great  chemist  was  left  an  orphan  very  early  in 
life.  His  mother  died  in  1748,  and  he  went  to  live  with  his 
father  and  sister  at  the  house  of  his  godmother,  Mme. 
Punctis.  He  was  brought  up  by  her  unmarried  daughter 
Constance,  and  went  to  the  Mazarine  College,  Paris,  as  a 
day-boy. 

At  this  time  he  had  some  idea  of  following  his  father's 
profession,  and  when  he  left  school  studied  at  the  faculty  of 
law  and  took  his  degree  as  Bachelor  and  Scientiate.  He 
had,  however,  good  masters  in  science,  he  studied  botany 
and  made  herborising-excursions  with  Bernard  de  Jussieu, 
learnt  mineralogy  and  geology  with  Guettar,  and  attended 
the  chemistry  classes  of  Rouelle  at  the  Jardin  du  Roi,  where 
Diderot,  Macquer,  Bucquet,  Bayen  and  Darcet  were  among 
his  fellow  pupils. 

This  all-round  education,  this  quiet  home  life— for  Mme. 
Punctis  was  not  fond  of  society,  and  his  sister  had  died  in 
1780 — natural^  made  Lavoisier  a  sober,  studious  young 
fellow.  At  20  we  find  him  making  barometrical  observations 
and  geological  excursions,  and  in  fact  the  first  communica- 
tion he  made  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  1765  was  on 
the  different  sorts  of  gypsum.  In  the  same  year  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Academy  prize  of  2,000  livres  (equal  to 
about  80?.)  on  the  best  method  of  lighting  a  large  town.  He 
did  not  gain  the  prize,  but  was  awarded  a  gold  medal,  and 
his  name  appeared  in  the  newspapers  for  the  first  time. 

The  year  1768  was  a  memorable  one  for  Lavoisier.  It  was 
on  June  5  that  he  first  took  his  seat  in  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  the  same  year  he  entered  the  offices  of  the 
Ferme  G6nerale — the  fatal  decision  which  cost  him  his  life. 
His  duties  required  him  to  visit  the  Custom-houses,  tobacco- 
factories,  &c,  and  while  on  a  journey  of  the  kind  we  find 
him  in  1769  visiting  the  field  of  battle  of  Fontenoy,  where 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  been  defeated  by  the  French 
when  Lavoisier  was  2  years  old — not  that  this  patriotic 
excursion  meant  any  dislike  to  the  English,  as  we  shall  see 
later  on. 

His  marriage  took  place  on  December  16,  1771,  at  the 
chapel  of  the  Hotel  du  Controle  Generate  de  Finance,  rue 
des  Petits  Champs.  His  wife  was  a  Mile.  Marie  Anne 
Pierrette  Paulze.    She  was  14  years  of  age,  and  he  was  28. 

They  lived  in  the  rue  Neuve  des  Bon  Enfants  till  1775. 
Then  when  his  father  died,  and  Lavoisier  was  named 
Regisseur  des  Poudres,  he  went  to  live  at  the  Arsenal,  near 
the  Bastille.  Here  he  practically  spent  all  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

The  curious  difference  in  age  between  himself  and  his 
wife  might  seem  to  suggest  an  ill-assorted  union,  especially 
as  Lavoisier's  education  bad  probably  given  him  a  somewhat 
serious  view  of  life  ;  while  Arthur  Young  tells  us  that  Mme. 
Lavoisier  was  liveiy  and  animated,  and  the  way  in  which 
she  treated  her  unfortunate  second  husband,  Count  Rumford, 
would  suggest  that  she  was  a  person  of  strong  will  and  high- 
spirit. 

_  Lavoisier's  life  was  a  busy  one.  He  could  only  write  in 
his  laboratory  from  6  to  9  A.M.,  and  7  to  10  P.M.,  the  Ferme 
Generale,  the  Regie  des  Poudres,  and  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
filled  up  the  rest.  But  one  day  a  week  was  consecrated  to 
experiments. 


The  house  was  the  rendezvous  of  English  as  well  as  French 
savants.  Here  Priestley  came  in  October,  1774,  the  English- 
man Tennant,  still  young  and  unknown  Watt,  and  others. 
Among  his  French  friends  distinguished  in  science  were 
Cadet  de  Gassicourt,  Darcet,  Bucquet,  Macquer,  Monge, 
Laplace,  the  Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  and  the  Due 
d'Ayen. 

The  girl-wife  of  the  savant  took  an  active  part  in  the 
laboratory  experiments,  writing  under  her  husband's  dicta- 
tion. She  was  a  clever  artist,  and  drew  the  illustrations  for 
the  "  Treatise  of  Chemistry  "  which  Lavoisier  published  in 
1789. 

Nor  did  she  neglect  the  duties  of  hospitality,  but  charmed 
her  husband's  friends  by  her  cordiality  ;  then  her  knowledge 
of  English  stood  her  in  good  stead.  Arthur  Young  tells  us 
that  when  he  visited  Paris  in  1787  (October)  Mme.  Lavoisier 
had  prepared  "  an  English  breakfast,  with  tea  and  coffee," 
but  the  best  part  of  the  meal  was  undoubtedly  her  conver- 
sation on  Kirwan's  Essay  on  Phlogistics  (which  she  was  then 
translating)  and  other  subjects.  When  he  visited  the 
laboratory  Young  much  admired  Lavoisier's  apparatus,  the 
machine  for  the  synthesis  of  air  and  water,  &c.  Lavoisier 
pointed  out  that  all  was  of  French  make,  and  that  he  was 
happy  to  have  encouraged  the  development  in  France  of 
this  industry,  hitherto  specially  English  ?•  *t 

In  his  rare  leisure  he  was  very  fond  of  music,  nor  did  he 
disdain  an  occasional  visit  to  a  theatre.  He  doubtless  felt 
the  necessity  of  country  air,  and  bought  the  Chateau  and 
domain  of  Frechines  (half-way  between  Blois  and  Vendome) 
in  1778.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  trace  his  glorious 
scientific  career  at  this  epoch.  He  was  honoured  by  all, 
even  by  the  King  himself.  In  1785  for  instance,  he  was  at 
the  Palace  of  Versailles,  and  presented  Fourcroy  to  the  King, 
Queen,  Ministers,  Dauphin,  Comte  d'Artois  (Charles  X.), ; 
it  was  the  habit  then  to  present  the  new  members  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  to  the  Royal  family.  Afterwards 
there  was  a  dinner  at  the  Baron  de  Breteuil's.  \  The  dinner 
was  at  3  p.m.,  we  notice. 

The  Revolutionary  tragedy  now  approaches.  In  1790 
(April)  Lavoisier  was  named  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of 
Representatives  of  Commerce  ;  Demachy  and  Quinquet,  the 
pharmacists,  were  his  colleagues  in  that  body.  Lavoisier 
and  Quinquet  jointly  studied  the  means  to  prevent  the 
rusting  of  musket-barrels. 

Towards  the  end  of  1791  he  was  named  treasurer  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences.  In  April,  1792,  Fourcroy  proposed  to 
strike  off  the  list  of  members  all  those  known  as  guilty  of 
incivisme — in  fact,  to  democratise  the  Academy.  Although 
all  the  nobles  at  this  time  had  fled,  the  proposition  was 
disputed.  Finally  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister  of  State. 

The  efforts  of  the  Academy  in  general,  and  Lavoisier  in 
particular,  to  avoid  the  suppression  of  the  Academy  by  the 
study  of  the  metric  system  and  other  services,  hardly  form  a 
portion  of  the  savant's  private  life,  and  it  is  not  our  intention 
here  to  review  his  public  career. 

In  1792  he  had  left  the  Arsenal  to  live  in  the  Boulevard  de  la 
Madeleine.  Here  he  was  arrested  in  November,  1793,  and  the 
scellSs  apposes  both  at  Paris  and  Frechines.  The  seals  were 
taken  off  twice  at  Paris — once  to  allow  Fourcroy  and  Guy  ton 
de  Moreau  to  obtain  the  papers,  &c,  relative  to  weights  and 
measures  (metric),  and  a  second  time  to  allow  Mme. 
Lavoisier  to  obtain  some  MSS.  to  be  printed. 

Lavoiser  was  imprisoned  on  November  28  at  the  Port 
Libre  Prison,  and  was  removed  on  December  £9,  1793,  to  the 
H6tel  des  Fermes,  Rue  Grenelle  St.  Honore,  then  transformed 
into  a  prison.  One  day  early  in  May,  1794,  he  was  one 
of  a  batch  of  prisoners  who  arrived  at  the  Conciergerie, 
where  some  were  placed  in  the  dungeon  formerly  occupied 
by  the  ill-fated  Marie  Antoinette.  There  the  trial  began  on 
May  6  at  1.30  p.m.,  and  twenty-eight  were  condemned  to 
death.  They  were  conducted  to  the  Plaoe  de  la  Revolution 
(now  the  Place  de  la  Concorde),  and  Lavoisier  was  the 
fourth  to  be  guillotined.  Their  remains  were  thrown  into 
the  cemetery  of  the  Madeleine  Church  near  by. 

Mme.  Lavoisier  had  done  her  best  to  save  her  husband,  but 
in  vain.  She  was  herself  arrested  on  June  14,  and  remained 
in  prison  till  after  the  9  Thermidor  (fall  of  Robespierre). 

Then  she  again  claimed  justice,  and  on  April  17  obtained 
the  restoration  of  her  husband's  effects — papers,  laboratory 
utensils,  and  apparatus — and  her  other  property. 
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Consular  Counsel. 


Mabseilles. 

The  British  Consul  at  Marseilles  has  written  a  valuable 
and  informative  report,  which  is  well  worth  the  sum  (4§^.),  at 
which  it  is  published.  He  appears  to  have  gone  to  con- 
siderable trouble  and  pains  to  collect  his  information  with 
regard  to  the  indigo-business,  and  as  the  result  of  inter- 
viewing several  leading  merchants  he  is  able  to  give  their 
views,  which  are  all  in  favour  of  the  synthetic  article.  His 
conclusions  are  that  the  outlook  for  Indian  growers  of  indigo 
appears  black  enough  almost  to  warrant  their  following  the 
example  of  the  planters  in  Java,  who  have  given  up  indigo 
for  tobacco  and  sugar.  We  do  not  think,  however,  that  the 
last  word  has  yet  been  said  on  the  subject  of  natural  indigo, 
and,  although  the  industry  is  face  to  face  with  a  crisis,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Christopher  Kanson,  who  has  done 
splendid  work  on  behalf  of  the  Behar  planters,  will  find  a 
way  out.  The  Consul  also  deals  with  the  Marseilles  soap- 
trade  at  some  length,  stating  that  business  has  been  very 
difficult  for  the  manufacturer  since  the  year  1898,  on  account 
of  the  system  holding  at  Marseilles  of  selling  for  delivery 
over  a  period  covering  a  year,  without  the  corresponding 
quantity  of  oil  being  bought  to  cover  the  sale.  Reference  is 
made  to  "  vegetaline,"  a  new  fatty  substance,  which  is  put 
forward  as  a  substitute  for  butter.  The  Consul  describes  it 
as  "  the  oil  extracted  from  coprah  (dried  cocoanut)  refined, 
with  all  smell  and  taste  neutralised  by  a  patented  process." 
A  local  factory  has  been  at  work  for  the  past  five  years,  and 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  obtain  a  footing  on  the  British 
market. 

From  Barcelona  and  District 

come  reports  which  include  Valencia  and  Alicante,  but  no 
mention  of  Valencia  saffron  as  an  article  of  export  is  made. 
The  British  representative  at  Alicante  tells  us,  however,  that 
the  bulk  of  the  saffron  exported  from  that  port  went  to 
Bombay  last  year.  Altogether  9  tons  of  it  were  exported, 
against  15  tons  in  1899.  The  crop  was  an  abundant  one,  and 
prices  fell  about  20  per  cent.  It  may  therefore  be  inferred 
that  there  is  a  good  stock  on  hand  in  face  of  the  shrinkage 
in  exports. 

Pemba, 

where  the  cloves  come  from,  was  not  very  prosperous  for  the 
growers  last  year,  owing  to  scarcity  of  labour.  The  Arab 
cultivators  are  said  to  bs  in  a  bad  way  financially,  haviDg 
got  into  the  grip  of  the  moneylender,  with  the  result  that 
many  of  them  have  Spawned  their  shambas.  The  crop  was 
the  smallest  for  nine  years,  and  amounted  [to  8,176,385  lbs., 
the  price  realised  by  the  producers  averaging  fonly  2~d. 
per  lb.  It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  the  entire  buying 
trade  in  Pemba  cloves  is  in  the  hands  of  a  "ring  "  of  local 
Indian  merchants,  who  fix  among  themse'ves  certain 
uniform  prices  from  time  to  time  during  the  clove-harvest, 
so  calculated  that  the  25-percent,  export-duty,  which  is 
collected  in  Zanzibar  is  borne  by  the  producers.  The 
Consul  advocates  the  establishment  of  a  properly  equipped 
clovt-oil  factory  in  the  island,  and  in  support  of  thi8 
suggestion  states  that  the  cloves  could  be  purchased  direct 
from  the  growers,  freight  would  be  saved,  and  the  material 
would  bs  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  distilling,  which 
is  a  cogent  observation.  The  chief  fact  to  be  gleaned  from 
a  report  from 

Sierra  Leone 

is  that  in  the  supply  of  perfumery  and  matches.  Germany 
is  a  long  way  ahead  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  following 
figures  are  for  perfumery  : — 


Germany 
Great  Britain 


1898 

£ 
1,013 

757 


1899 
£ 
2,657 
996 


1900 
£ 
2,316 
1,096 


The  exports  of  kola-nuts  increased  by  5,300  cwt.,  being 
14  946  cwt.  Palm  oil  also  increased  by  50,000  gals.,  being 
128,609  gals. ;  gum  copal  and  ginger  bo,h  declined. 

California. 

For  three  years  in  succession  the  southern  part  of 
California  has  suffered  from  drought,  and  there  have  been 


great  losses  of  bees  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the 
output  of  honey.  Statistics  are  difficult  to  obtain,  but  a 
normal  yield  is  supposed  to  be  about  400  car-loads,  most  of 
which  is  extracted.  In  1898  very  little  honey  was  shipped,  and 
only  110  to  125  car-loads  in  1899.  The  output  was  probably 
larger  in  1900,  but  the  figures  cannot  be  obtained,  says  the 
British  Consul. 

A  good  deal  of  British  money  has  been  expended  in 
Southern  California  in  the  culture  of  the  olive  with  very 
unsatisfactory  results.  Many  of  the  growers  have  rooted 
up  their  groves,  and  in  some  cases  the  trees  have  been 
abandoned.  For  some  unknown  cause  the  trees  do  not  bear 
well,  and  when  the  growers  have  a  fair  crop  the  cost  of 
picking  and  marketing  takes  most  of  the  profit. 

Bulgaria. 

In  the  supply  of  drugs  and  chemical  products  to  the  Bul- 
garian market  during  1900  the  French  and  German  houses 
were  particularly  energetic,  says  the  Austria-Hungarian 
Consul  at  Varna.  Tartaric  acid  was  principally  obtained 
from  Austria  and  Germany,  soda  crystals  and  caustic  soda 
were  imported  almost  entirely  from  Belgium,  and  sulphate 
of  copper  was  obtained  from  Great  Britain.  Here,  as  else- 
where, the  consumption  of  this  article  is  increasing  in  the 
vineyards.  Germany  was  preferred  for  sulphate  of  iron  on 
account  of  cheapness. 

Pakhoi. 

The  export  of  star-aniseed,  the  centre  of  supply  of  which 
is  Nanning,  has  almost  ceased  from  Pakhoi,  the  West  River 
having  superseded  this  route.  As  th;s  commodity  is  made 
into  bales  weighing  considerably  over  1  cwt.,  it  is  of  neces- 
sity far  more  easily  and  cheaply  carried  by  water  than  by 
coolie-labour.  Star-aniseed  oil,  on  the  other  hand,  still 
travels  vid  the  Pakhoi  route.  Because  of  its  great  value, 
it  is  used,  like  native  opium,  as  a  convenient  medium  of 
exchange  between  the  Nanning  and  Ch  in  Chow  markets. 
It  is  more  portable,  and  being  difficult  to  dispose  of,  except 
among  a  certain  category  of  merchants,  it  is  less  likely  to 
excite  the  cupidity  of  land-pirates  then  its  corresponding 
value  in  sycee.  It  is  thus  not  unlikely  to  be  one  of  the  most 
permanent  of  the  exports  from  Pakhoi.  The  exports  of  the 
oil  showed  a  decrease  last  year,  being  only  907  cwt. 
(30/75U),  compared  with  1,061  cwt.  (32.083Z.)  in  1899. 


proouce  IRote. 

Jamaica  Pimento  and  Annatto. 

In  the  course  of  a  lecture  on  "  Curing  and  Packing  Pro- 
duce "  at  the  Hope  Agricultural  Gardens,  Jamaica,  Mr. 
Charles  de  Mercardo,  the  lecturer,  dealt  with  the  curiDg  of 
p:mento,  remarking  that  it  did  not  require  to  be  cultivated, 
and  the  least  the  islanders  could  do  was  to  send  it  to  market 
in  a  fit  condition.  After  it  was  picked  it  should  go  through 
a  process  of  sweating.  It  should  be  heaped  and  covered 
with  plantain-leaves,  and  grfat  care  should  be  taken  that  it 
did  not  get  wet.  After  the  sweating-process  it  should  be 
placed  on  thoroughly  clean  barbecues  to  dry.  At  this  stage 
the  colour  should  be  reddish  brown  if  it  had  been  properly 
sweated.  Care  should  be  taken  that  it  was  thoroughly  dry 
before  it  was  put  up,  and  it  should  be  fanned.  Imperfectly 
cured  pimento  would  ferment  and  get  hot  in  the  bag,  and 
lose  enormously  in  weight.  Well  cured  pimento,  on  the 
other  hand,  only  lost  slightly  in  weight  in  shipment.  Another 
product  which  grew  wild  in  Jamaica  was  annatto,  for  which 
there  was  now  a  very  small  market,  and  poor  quality  was 
absolutely  unsaleable.  The  cause  of  the  difference  in 
quality  was  simply  due  to  improper  curing.  Annatto  should 
not  be  cured  in  the  sun,  but  in  a  shady  place  with  plenty  of 
draught.  It  would  thus  dry  properly  without  losing  any  of 
the  colouring-matter  through  evaporation  by  the  sun's  rays. 
Good  annatto  was  moitt  after  curing,  and  could  be  squeezed 
up  in  a  ball  in  the  fingers.  The  bad  quality  lost  its  fine  red 
colouring,  and  went  dark.  A  mark  of  all  properly  cured 
produce  was  tha";  it  never  got  hot  or  fermented  in  the  bag. 
The  lecturer  had  taken  up  the  question  of  annatto  simply  to 
impress  the  great  commercial  truth  that  even  with  the  very 
worst  condition  of  the  market  there  was  some  demand  for 
the  good  article,  but  there  was  no  hope  for  the  bad. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G.:  August  15. 

THE  state  of  business  ia  the  drug  and  chemical  markets 
remains  as  previously  reported,  and  prior  to  the  drug- 
auctions  there  had  been  few  noteworthy  changes.  The 
improvement  noted  in  quinine  last  week  has  continued, 
business  being  chiefly  for  December  delivery.  Shellac  is 
dearer  again,  and  a  good  business  has  been  done  both  for 
spot  and  future  delivery.  Ergot  is  firmer  privately,  and 
saffron  is  likely  to  be  dearer.  Copper  sulphate  is  easier,  and 
nitrate  of  silver  has  been  reduced  Id.  Cocoa-butter  was 
lower  in  auction.  The  drug-auctions  are  reported  on 
page  325,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  principal 
changes  since  our  last  report : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cassia  fistula 
Gamboge 
Ginger  (Jam.) 
Oil,  peppermint 

(HGH) 
Quinine 
Shellac 

Balsam  Tolu 
Ergot 

Chillies 
Copper  sul- 
phate 
Oil,  lime  (W.I.) 

Capsicums 
Cocoa-butter 
Honey 
Ipecacuanha 
Senna-pods 
Silver  nitrate 
Wax,  Bees' 
(Jam.) 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &c.,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports 
of  the  United  Kingdom  from  August  7  to  14,  inclusive  : — Aloes 
(Cape),  32  es. ;  balsam  copaiba  (@  Maranham),  3 ;  buchu,  26 ; 
calumba,  134;  canary-seed,  1,322;  cardamoms,  51;  castor  oil, 
(E.I.)  50  cs.  15  cks.,  (Bat)  100  cs. ;  chamomiles,  22  ;  cinchona,  (@ 
Mollendo)  417,  (@  Hamburg)  60  pkgs.,  (@  Bombay)  71,  (@  Ceylon) 
96;  cinnamon  oil,  12  cs. ;  cocoa-butter,  6 ;  cod- liver  oil,  (@  Aale 
sund)  590  brls.,  (@  Bergen)  71;  croton-seed  (@  Ceylon),  60; 
drugs,  (@  N.Y.)  36,  (@  Hamburg)  12,  (@  Yokohama)  65  bgs. ; 
ergot  (@  Lisbon)  22  ;  eucalyptus  oil  (Aust.),  94  cs. ;  gentian,  47  ; 
ginger  (Jam.),  24  ;  gum  arabio  (@  Bombay),  306  cs. ;  gum,  un- 
enumerated  (@  Bombay),  588  pkgs  ;  honey,  (Chil.)  83  brls.,  (@ 
Brisbane)  60  cs.,  (@  Los  Vilos)  189;  insect-powder  (@  Trieste), 
26  kgs. ;  iodine,  21  kgs.  ;  jaborandi  (@  Tutoia),  11  bis. ;  kola 
(W.I.),  2 ;  liquorice-root  (@  Catania),  61 ;  olibanum  (@  Bombay), 
48  cs. ;  opium  (@  Calcutta),  40;  orris  (Ital.),  32;  pepper,  (@ 
Botterdam)  600,  (@  Singapore)  408,  (@  Penang)  124;  quicksilver 
(Ital.),  500 ;  quillaia,  1,367  bis. ;  "  roots  "  (@  Marseilles),  267  bis. ; 
scammony-root,  (@  Tripoli)  14,  (@  Alexandretta)  184,  of  which  95 
are  m  tr. ;  sarsaparilla  (@  Jamaica),  4  ;  senna  and  pods,  (@  Bom- 
bay) 241  bis.,  (@  Ceylon)  23  bdls.,  (@  Suez)  9 ;  soy,  207 ; 
tamarinds  (@  Calcutta),  100  cks. ;  tartaric  acid,  (@  Botterdam) 
98,  (@  Bordeaux)  16 ;  wax,  bees',  (@  N.Y.)  19,  (Chil.)  52,  (@  Ham- 
burg) 23  cs.,  (Aust.)  8,  (E.I.)  20. 

Chinese  Import=duties. 

The  Frankfurter  Zeitung  publishes  the  following  despatch 
from  New  York  : — 

"  Mr.  Rockhill  has  telegraphed  that  the  Chinese  Peace  Pro- 
tocol has  been  signed.  Five-per-cent.  ad  valorem  duties  will 
come  into  force  in  the  middle  of  October." 

The  above  message  appears  to  be  the  outcome  of  a  meeting  of 
the  Ministers  at  Peking  on  August  13.  It  was  further  agreed 
that  the  free-list  should  comprise  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bullion,  foreign  cereals,  rice,  and.  Hour. 

Madras  Freights  Reduced. 

Madras  exporters  have  at  last  succeeding  in  obtaining  a  sub- 
stantial reduction  in  home  freights  for  choice  cargo,  the  Clan 
Line,  presumably  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  Liners,  having 
intimated  that  it  is  prepared  to  accept  30s.  a  ton,  less  10  per  cent, 


rebate,  from  Madras,  as  against  42s.  6d.,  less  10  per  cent,  rebate, 
which  has  been  the  rate  lately  in  force. 

Turpentine  Labour  Scarce. 

A  report  from  Savannah,  dated  August  2,  states  that  the 
scarcity  of  labour  throughout  the  turpentine  belt  is  again  causing 
inconvenience  to  the  turpentine  operators.  There  is  a  constant 
demand  for  negroes  to  work  the  crops.  The  price  of  spirits,  it  is 
thought,  has  now  reached  bottom  and  naval  stores  factors  are 
looking  for  better  quotations  in  the  future. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  very  little  of  change  in  the  general  condition  of  the 
heavy- chemical  market  to  be  reported,  either  as  regards  the 
volume  of  business  passing  or  the  values  ruling.  What  little 
improvement  there  may,  perhaps,  be  in  demand  is  only  very  very 
slight  and  scarcely  noticeable,  and  certainly  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  prevailing  quietness  is  greater  than  it  usually  is  at  this 
period  of  the  year. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  steadily  maintains  a  firmer  tone,  and 
heavier  business  has  been  passing.  Last  figures  mentioned  are 
still  ruling,  but  tendency  is  towards  further  advance. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  in  moderate  request  at 
unchanged  rates  of  61.  15s.  to  11.  5s.  per  ton  for  softwood  casks  on 
rails,  and  11.  to  71.  5s.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Liverpool  or  Tyne.  Caustic 
soda  is  steadily  maintained  in  price,  but  there  is  no  great  amount 
of  business  passing  ;  76  to  77  per  cent ,  11?.  to  111.  5s.  per  ton  -; 
70  per  cent.,  10Z.  2s.  6d.  to  10Z.  7s.  6d. ;  and  60  per  cent.,  9Z.  2s.  6*. 
to  91.  7s.  6d.  per  ton.  Ammonia  alkali  continues  in  brisk  request, 
and  firm  tone  is  steadily  maintained  ;  M.  17s.  6d.  to  51.  2s.  Bd  per  ■ 
ton  in  bags  free  on  rails  at  works.  Soda  crystals  are  in  moderate 
request,  and  steady  at  67s.  6d.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  62s.  6d. 
to  65s.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Tyne.  Bicarbonate  of  soda  is  moving  well, 
and  stands  unchanged  at  61.  7s.  6d.  to  6'.  12s.  6d.  per  ton  in  5-cwt. 
casks,  and  61.  15s.  to  11.  per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 
Saltcake  is  quiet,  but  at  present  shows  no  change  in  figure,  being 
30s.  per  ton  in  bulk  free  on  rails.  Sulphate  of  soda  (Glauber's 
salts)  steady  at  30s.  to  3^s.  6<7.  per  ton  free  on  rails  in  bags. 
Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  very  quiet,  and  declining  tendency 
continues ;  Lancashire  makes  bfad.  to  5§cZ.  per  lb.  Chlorates  of 
potash  and  soda  quiet ;  potash,  3§e2.  to  3^d.  per  lb.,  and  soda,  Zhd. 
to  3|<f .  per  lb.  Silicates  of  soda  show  no  change,  and  various 
qualities  are  in  steady  request ;  140°  Tw.,  4Z.  2s.  6d.  to  4Z.  12s.  6d. 
per  ton;  100°  Tw.,  3Z.  12s.  6d.  to  47.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  and  75°  Tw., 
37.  5s.  to  37.  15s.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool  in  usual  casks, 
with  usual  difference  for  other  packages.  Hyposulphate  of  soda 
steady  at  61.  5s.  to  61.  15s.  and  11.  to  11.  10s.  for  casks  and  kegs 
respectively.  White  powdered  arsenic  is  down  in  price  to  157.  per 
ton,  Garston,  and  there  is  only  little  business  doing  thereat. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool.  Avgust  14. 

Castor  Oil. — Slightly  more  movement  has  been  exhibited 
during  the  past  two  or  three  days  in  this  article,  and  sales  from 
the  quay  are  reported  at  Z^d.  per  lb.,  but  now  that  the  quay- 
parcels  have  been  cleared  off  3|<7.  is  being  asked  from  store. 
First-pressure  French  is  held  at  3^7.,  and  second-pressure  is 
selling  at  3(7.  per  lb. 

Grains  op  Paradise. — There  have  been  other  small  arrivals, 
and  11  bags  have  found  buyers  at  55s.  per  cwli.  The  holders  say 
they  are  very  firm  at  this  figure. 

Canary-seed.  — One  hundred  bags  good  bright  Turkish  have 
been  sold  at  32s.  6d.  per  qr.  Forward  quotations  are  slightly 
under  this  figure. 

Turps. — Easier,  and  sellers  are  to  be  found  at  27s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Linseed  is  in  an  exceedingly  strong  position,  River  Plate 
selling  readily  at  58s.  6c?.  per  qr.,  and  the  same  price  is  obtained 
for  Calcutta. 

Acacia. — A  parcel  of  Soudan  sorts,  about  20  serons,  were  sold 
at  49s.  per  cwt.  Fine  hard  amber  picked  is  held  for  56s.  to 
57s.  6d.  per  cwt.    Ghezirah  is  selling  in  5  seron  lots  at  31s. 

Scammony-root. — Fourteen  bales  just  landed  are  held  for  30s. 
per  cwt.,  though  slightly  less  might  possibly  be  taken. 

Quillaia. — Further  arrivals,  but  holders  are  very  firm  at  137. 
to  137.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality. 

Ginger,  African. — Sales  are  reported  of  sound  root  at  36s. 
per  cwt.,  and  50  bags  Cochin  found  buyers  at  the  same  price. 
Further  parcels  of  Cochin  are  held  for  37s.  6f7.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — There  have  been  further  small  arrivals  of  Chilian,  but 
the  value  is  well  maintained.  Ten  barrels  Curacoa  honey  are 
reported  sold  at  16s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Beeswax.— Sales  of  Chilian  are  reported  at  11.  5s.  to  7?.  10s. 
per  cwt  for  red  to  yellow.  For  a  small  parcel  of  Jamaican  11.  is 
quoted  by  the  importers. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — Demand  is  very  restricted,  with  a  small 
business  in  Ceara  grey,  at  57s.  6d. ;  medium,  at  61s. ;  and  ordinary 
mixed  yellow,  at  65s.  to  67s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Jaborandi.— About  14  bales  have  arrived,  which  are  expected 
to  realise  full  prices. 
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American  Drug  Market. 

New  York,  August  6. 

The  market  continues  inactive,  and  little  improvement  is 
expected  before  the  fall  sets  in. 

Balsams. — Copaiba,  Central  American,  is  unsettled  owing  to 
pressure  to  sell.  Quotations  range  36c.  to  38c.  per  lb. ;  Para  is 
firm  at  48c.  Fir,  Canada,  is  easier,  and  $2.70  will  buy  ;  Oregon 
is  dull  at  62Jc.    Peru  is  scarce,  and  strong  at  $1.35  to  11.40. 

Buchu-leaves.— Short  have  declined,  and  fine  quality  leaves 
are  obtainable  at  27c. ;  up  to  32c.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  prime 
quality  green. 

Ergot. — Russian  has  declined  to  51c.  owing  to  reports  concern- 
ing the  new  crop,  and  the  tendency  is  to  a  still  lower  market. 

Golden  Seal. —  Spring  root  can  be  bought  at  55c,  but  for 
prime  fall  root  57£c.  to  60c.  is  asked.    Supplies  are  very  light. 

Ipecac. — Rio  is  plentiful,  and  $2.75  will  buy.  Cartagena  is 
easier  at  $1.70. 

Menthol  is  again  higher,  owing  to  extreme  scarcity,  and  little 
is  obtainable  below  $3.85. 

Oil  of  Peppermint. — For  tin  oil  $1.30  aeems  now  to  be  an 
inside  quotation,  and  for  case  oil  $1.60  is  asked. 

Quinine  has  declined  2c,  but  business  is  slow.  Manufacturers 
quote  32c.  per  oz.  in  bulk,  and  second-hands  30c.  for  German  and 
28c.  for  Java. 

Senega  is  scarce,  and  36c.  to  38c.  per  lb.  is  asked.  Indications 
are  that  the  new  crop  will  be  larger  than  anticipated. 

Serpentary  is  very  scarce,  and  the  new  crop  seems  likely  to  be 
very  small.  Quotations  are  somewhat  irregular,  but  little,  if  any, 
is  obtainable  below  40c.  per  lb. 

Cablegrams. 

New  York,  August  15 : — A  quiet  tone  prevails  here. 
Buchu  is  firmer  at  28c.  per  lb.  for  round  green.  American 
bleached  beeswax  is  easy  at  29c.  Ergot  is  also  easy  at  46c. 
per  lb.  Cascara  sagrada  is  firmer  at  4Jc.  for  new  and  5|c. 
for  old  bark.  Both  Rio  and  Cartagena  ipecacubarja  are 
easier  at  $2.70  and  $1.65  per  lb.  respectively.  Senega  is  a 
strong  market  at  38c.  per  lb. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  August  15, 2  5  p.m.  :— German  refined  camphor 
is  dull  of  sale  at  215m.  per  100  kilrs.  ia  second  hands. 
Senega  is  again  dearer  at  350  m.  per  100  kilos  ,  and  menthol 
for  forward  shipment  is  unchanged  at  25^m.  per  kilo. 
Fenugreek-seed  is  scarce  and  firmly  held. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  very  quiet,  with  sellers  of  English  at 
Is.  0§(2.  and  foreign  at  ll^d.  per  lb. 

Arrowroot. — All  the  parcels  offered  at  auction  on  Wed- 
nesday were  bought  in  at  2\d.  per  lb.  for  fine,  and  at  \\d.  to 
\\d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  to  good. 

Camphor. — Crude  is  quite  inactive  on  this  market, 
Japanese  being  quoted  152s.  per  cwt.,  c.i  f. 

Canary-seed. — New  crop  is  unavailable  in  Constanti- 
nople, and  as  stocks  of  old  crop  are  very  much  reduced, 
prices  are  hardening.  Heavy  rains  have  fallen  recently, 
and  if  same  has  spread  inland  it  is  probable  that  crop  may 
be  somewhat  damaged. 

Cannabis  Indica. — The  price  for  both  tops  and  siftings 
is  now  2s.  per  lb.  Stocks  are  gradually  being  reduced  here, 
with  no  arrivals. 

Chamomiles. — -Advices  from  Belgium  indicate  that  prices 
are  not  likely  to  go  lower.  There  is  a  fair  demand  here  at 
unchanged  rates,  Belgian  of  second  picking  j  being  offered 
at  80s. 

Cocoa-butter. — At  auction  prices  were  ^d.  per  lb.  lower, 
25  tons  Cadbury's  brand  selling  at  Is.  4fd  to  Is.  4fd.  per  lb., 
closing  Is.  4§d. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  a  shade  easier,  with  sellers  of  spot 
at  211.  10s.  per  ton. 

Galls. — Importers  of  Persian  are  still  holding  out  for 
high  prices,  which  makes  business  difficult  to  effect ;  blue 
are  quoted  55s.  to  60s.,  green  53s.  to  52s.  6d.  and  white  45s. 
to  47s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Grains  of  Paradise  will  probably  be  lower,  as  arrivals 
from  the  West  Coast  of  Africa  are  coming  forward. 

Gum  Arabic. — Sales  of  Persian  so-called  insoluble  soits 
have  been  made  at  18s.  for  small  pale  unworked,  and  fine 


amber  at  17s.  3d.  per  cwt.  In  auction  large  supplies  of 
Soudan  sorts  were  offered,  but  sales  consisted  of  odds  and 
ends  oDly.  Four  cases  of  good  pale  to  yellow  picked  Trieste 
gum  were  bought  in  at  6^.  10s.  per  cwt. 

The  exports  from  Alexandria  during  1900  were  officially  declared 
at  E48.754Z.,  against  E17.779Z.  in  1899. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — The  lower  qualities  of  Persian  gum 
have  met  with  a  fair  demand  this  week,  and  slightly  better 
prices  have  been  obtained. 

Menthol  is  very  steady  at  from  12s.  3d.  to  12s.  6d.  per  lb., 
spot,  according  to  brand  and  quantity.  Increased  firmness 
is  reported  from  Japan. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star. — For  forward  delivery  a  good  business 
has  been  done  at  4s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ;  spat  is  quiet,  and 
unchanged  at  5s.  3d.  The  exports  from  the  port  of  Wuchow 
during  19C0  amounted  to  10,533  lb3.  (2,3321.),  against 
28,267  lbs.  in  1899. 

Oil,  Cod-liver  — The  Bergen  market  remains  quief, 
transactions  being  limited  at  unaltered  rates.  The  total 
exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  6,455  barrels,  against 
5,381  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year.  In  London  there 
is  a  slight  demand,  mostly  for  export,  which  is  readily  filled 
at  64s.  to  65s.  per  barrel,  spot,  for  finest  brands. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — The  spot  price  for  American  HGH 
oil  is  now  7s.  6(2.  per  lb.,  and  nothing  can  be  had  under  from 
first  hands.  In  New  York  the  equivalent  of  8s.  6d.  par  lb., 
London,  is  now  wanted.  In  auction  five  cases  of  American 
HGH  sold  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb  ,  and  the  highest  bid  obtainable 
for  Wayne  County  oil  was  5s.  Id. 

Opium. — la  fine  Persian  further  business  has  been  done 
at  lis.  6d.  per  lb  on  the  spot,  and  for  forward  delivery  pro- 
bably lis.  would  be  accepted  for  new  crop. 

Smyrna,  July  27. — The  only  sales  this  week  are  a  few  cases  of 
rich  Karahissar,  bought  by  Youghourma  makers  at  the  equivalent 
of  9s.  2d.  to  9s.  Id.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  There  has  been 
a  fair  inquiry  for  Turkey  opium  for  manufacturing  purposes  on 
the  London  market,  and  40  cases  were  sold  last  week  at  8s.  6d. 
per  lb.  This  figure  is  lower  than  the  Smyrna  quotations,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  it  will  compel  our  sellers  to  lower  their  own  prices 
in  sympathy  with  London,  so  we  should  have  a  revival  of  business 
again. 

Smyrna,  July  31. — The  total  number  of  cases  which  changed 
hands  daring  the  month  amounted  to  30  cases,  the  quality  being 
mostly  old  fine  selected  material  at  high  prices,  for  the  purpose  of 
working  up  into  Yourghourma  or  pudding  opium.  The  Smyrna 
stock  now  consists  of  2,356  cases,  against  1,957  cases  at  the  same 
time  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  332  cases,  against  380  cases. 

Constantinop;.!,,  August  10. — Sales  during  the  past  fortnight 
amount  to  25  cases  old  druggists',  at  8s.  Id.,  and  21  cases  Balu- 
kissars,  at  9s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  market  has  declined  somewhat, 
and,  if  buyers  keep  off,  prices  may  perhaps  recede  a  shade  lower. 

Otto  of  Rose. — A  circular  published  by  the  Association 
of  Oil-of-rose  Producers  in  Bulgaria  states  that  Herr  Her- 
mann Bredemeier,  of  Bremen,  has  been  appointed  represen- 
tative of  the  As;ociation  in  Germany,  in  order  that  otto  of 
rose  may  reach  German  wholesale  buyers  direct  from  the 
producers  without  the  intervention  of  the  middleman.  The 
price  is,  however,  not  yet  fixed. 

Potash  Permanganate  is  in  slow  demand,  at  36s.  per 
cwt.  for  small  crystals. 

Quinine. — The  improvement  noted  last  week  in  ths 
second-hand  market  has  continued,  the  spot  price,  since  our 
last  report,  having  advanced  quite  per  oz. — from  Is.  2\d. 
to  Is.  31.  There  has  been  a  fair- demand  throughout  tne 
week,  the  business  being  chiefly  for  December  delivery, 
which  has  risen  from  Is.  2\d.  to  Is  3\d  per  oz  ,  the  outside 
figure  being  paid  on  Wednesday.  To-day,  on  receipt  of  the 
bark  shipments  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  the  month 
(620,000  Amst.  lbs.),  the  market  has  declined  \d  ,  the  re  being 
rather  sellers  than  buyers  at  the  moment. 

In  their  circular  dated  August  12,  Messrs.  C.  M.  &  C.  Wood- 
house  remark  that  the  stocks  of  quinine  are  in  excess  of  last 
year,  but  when  the  stocks  of  bark  and  quinine  in  London  are 
taken  together  and  reduced  to  equivalent  of  ounces  quinine  the 
total  is  rather  below  last  year,  viz. : — 

1901  1SC0  1899 

oz.  oz.  oz. 

4,436,000  4,456,000  4,183,000 

The  shipments  from  Java  for  first  seven  months  show  an  excess 
of  1,710,000  Amsterdam  lbs.  over  1900,  but  only  of  426,200  Amst. 
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lbs.  over  1899 ;  whilst  exports  from  British  India  for  only  four 
months  show  a  decrease  of  nearly  900,000  lbs.  But  the  chief 
feature  of  interest  in  the  statistics  appears  to  be  the  large  increase 
in  consumption  in  the  United  States — assuming  for  proximate 
purposes  of  comparison  1  lb.  of  bark  as  equal  to  1  oz.  quinine  (in 
bark  analysing  6£  per  cent,  this  would  be  accurate).  The  imports 
of  bark  and  quinine  into  U.S.A.  for  year  ending  June  30  were  as 
follows : — 

1900-1901  1899-1930  1898-99 

(11  months)        (12  months)  (12  months) 

oz.  oz.  oz. 

Total      7,960,000  7,121,000  7,260,000 

The  returns  for  June  are  not  yet  published,  but  assuming  them 
to  be  only  equivalent  to  500,000  oz.  they  would  show  an  increase 
of  1,000,000  oz.,  and  if  the  assumption  (as  stated  previously  by 
Messrs.  Woodhouse)  is  correct  that  the  total  production  of  bark  in 
the  world  was  equivalent  to  about  12,500,000  oz.  quinine,  only 
4,000,000  oz.  to  5,000,000  oz.  would  be  left  for  consumption  of  the 
rest  of  the  world  without  again  drawing  on  stocks. 

Saffron.— The  tendency  is  still  upwards  and  27s.  6d.  per 
lb.  net  appears  to  be  the  lowest  quotation  for  pare  Valencia. 

Shellac. — The  market  is  s<ill  advancing  for  all  qualities, 
and  prices  have  risen  about  10*.  per  cwt.  from  the  lowest 
point  touched.  On  the  spot  a  good  demand  is  reported,  fair 
second  orange  TN  being  now  quoted  69s.,  and  AC  Garnet 
62*.  6d.  to  63s.  The  auction  on  Tuesday  wa?  very  small, 
comprising  only  160  cases,  no  TN  quality  being  offered. 
About  80  cases  sold,  including  fine  pale  second  orange,  71*. 
to  75*.,  and  genuine  pure  Button  85*.,  fair  ditto  at  76*.,  and 
dark  tongue  65*.  per  cwt.  Since  the  auctions  prices  have 
further  advanced,  fair  TN  selling  on  the  spot  at  70*.  and 
A.  C.  Garnet  at  63*.  6d. 

Silver  Nitrate.— On  August  12  one  maker  reduced  his 
price  Id.  per  oz.,  his  [quotation  now  being  1*.  5^*2.  for 
100-oz.  bottles  or  more,  and  l±d.  more  for  sticks. 

Soda  Tart.  ha3  been  reduced  3s.  per  cwt ,  and  pulv. 
seidlitz  2s.  to  3*.  Howards'  quotation  for  5-csvt.  casks  is 
now  64*.  and  55*.  per  cwt.  respectively. 

Spices.— At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger  was 
firmly  held,  and  only  a  few  cases  of  bold  native  cut  sold  at 
87s.  Gd.  per  cwt.,  the  remaining  parcels  being  bought  in, 
medium  native  cut  at  57s.  Gd.,  small  at  48s.,  good  washed 
rough  at  38s.,  and  Calicut  brown  rough  at  38s.  Jamaica 
sold  with  good  competition  at  about  2*.  per  cwt.  dearer  than 
a  fortnight  ago,  common  to  ordinary  at  36*.  to  41*.,  middling 
to  fair  at  41*.  Gd.  to  44*.  6d.,  and  bold  at  53s.  Gd.  per  cwt. 
Bengal  is  quoted  38s.,  and  Japan  33s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  both 
these  descn'f  tions  are  in  small  supply.  Zanzibar  Cloves 
have  been  in  to  ore  demand  this  week  than  for  some  time 
past,  with  business  on  the  spot  at  3%d.  per  lb.,  and  for 
October-December  and  January-March  delivery  at  3^d. 
per  lb.  Fine  red  picked  Nyassaland  Chillies  sold  at  45*.  Gd. 
to  48s.  Gd.  per  cwt. ;  fine  Japan  were  bought  in  at  47*. 
Ordinary  East  India  Capsicums,  on  stalk,  sold  at  12*.  to 
13*.  per  cwt.,  and  dark  picked  North  Borneo  at  12*.  Gd.  per 
cwt.  Penang  Mace  was  bought  in  at  1*.  KW.  per  lb.  for 
good  pale  and  at  1*.  3d.  for  small  red  ;  dullish  red  Singapore 
was  bought  in  at  1*.  bd.  Small  red  West  India  sold  at 
1*.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  good  pale  at  1*.  Gd.  Pepper  quiet,  but 
steady ;  SiDgapore  black  sold  at  6d.  per  lb.  for  fair  and  for 
-slightly  greyish— the  quotation  for  future  shipment  is  6^ 
Singapore  white  was  bought  in  at  9&d.  per  lb.  for  fair,  and 
at  10$d.  for  fine.  Penang  is  quoted  8£-.d.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot. 

Sulphur. — A  Messina  report  states  that  the  arrivals  of 
brimstone  from  the  new  meltiDgs  have  been  on  a  limited 
scale,  but  at  present  there  is  a  scarcity  of  transport.  By  the 
end  of  August,  however,  the  receipts,  it  is  expected,  will 
amount  to  several  thousand  tons  daily,  and  this  fact,  together 
with  the  want  of  money,  may  probably  influence  prices 
.downwards.  The  Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  are 
.sellers,  but  there  are  no  buyers  unless  at  a  concession  of  2s 
<to  3s.  per  cwt.  Quotations  for  refined  sulphur  are  unaltered, 
•and  refined  block  is  on  a  level  with  best  seconds  crude  but 
the  tariff-duty  into  U.S.A.  and  in  France  prevents  importa- 
tion into  those  countries.  Best  unmixed  seconds  are  quoted 
BUs.  bd.,  thirds  69s.  6d.,  and  refined  block  sulphur  82s  3d 
per  ton  of  13  Sicil.  cantars,  f.o.b.  Kenned  roll,  in  casks,  is 
?u0  1 ?J?S-  &d  >  and  sublimed  flowers,  in  bags,  94s.  Gd.  per 
Aon  of  20  cwt.,  f.o.b. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

Considering  the  time  of  the  year,  a  fair  amount  of  business  was 
done  at  the  auctions  of  new  and  second-hand  goods  to  day. 
Tinnevelly  senna  sold  at  good  prices,  considering  the  quality,  and 
pods  were  cheaper.  Cassia  fistula  was  Is.  dearer,  while  carda- 
moms were  not  offered  in  sufficient  quantity  to  test  the  market. 
West  Indian  lime  oil  was  easier.  Both  Rio  and  Cartagena 
ipecacuanha  were  a  shade  easier.  Jamaica  honey  sold  at  excep- 
tionally low  prices,  and  Jamaica  beeswax  was  5s.  cheaper.  Buchu 
was  unchanged,  so  was  calumba.  The  following  table  shows  the 
quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  :  — 


Offered 
Aconite  (Jap.)  ...     18  .. 

Ajowan  seed   60  .. 

Albumen    25 

Aloes — 

Cape    3  .. 

Curacao   (boxes)    46  .. 

East  African          50  .. 

Socotrine    45  .. 

Zanzibar    14  .. 

Ambergris   2  .. 

Ammoniacum    15  .. 

Aniseed   20  .. 

Anise,  star    10  .. 

Annatto-seed    27  .. 

Argol   7  .. 

Asafetida '   34  .. 

Balsam  copaiba  ...    48  .. 

Balsam  Peru    5  .. 

Balsam  Tolu   38  .. 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    136  .. 

Siam    21  .. 

Sumatra    98  .. 

Buchu   31  .. 

Calumba    339  .. 

Cardamoms    138  .. 

Cascara  sagrada  ...    56  .. 

Cascarilla   22  .. 

Cassia  fistula   12  .. 

Chiretta    30  .. 

Cinchona    23  .. 

Cocculus  indicus...    35  .. 

Coca-leaves    77  .. 

Croton-seed   40  .. 

Cubebs    171  .. 

Cus-cus   45  .. 

Cuttlefish-bone  ...    46  .. 

Dragon's-blood   1  .. 

Ergot   33  .. 

Galangal    33  .. 

Galls   20  .. 

Gamboge    ....    10  .. 

Gum  acacia    223  .. 

Honey  (Australian)  100  .. 

Jamaica   399  .. 

Ipecacuanha — 

(Cartagena)    35  .. 

Rio   55  .. 

Kino   14  .. 

Kola    67  .. 


Sold 
.  0 
,  0 
.  0 

0 

,  16 
,  0 
.  25 
5* 
,  0 
.  5 
.  0 
,  0 
,  7 
.  7 
,  22 
,  3 
,  0 
,  26 

.  5 
1 

,  0 

,  8 
,  66 
,  7 
,  56 
0 

,  12 
0 

,  0 
0 
34 
5 
0 
20 
22 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 

,  28 
0 
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3 
5 
0 

15 


Offered  Sold 


1 

20 
9 
7 
6 


Lime-juice    1 

Lemon-juice   17  .. 

Liquorice  root   14  .. 

Musk   7  .. 

Myrrh    23  .. 

Oil- 
camphor    50  .. 

castor  (E.I.)   69  .. 

chaulmoogra   ...  9  ... 

cinnamon   7  .. 

cocoanut    1  .. 

eucalyptus    133  .. 

lime    6  ... 

nutmeg   3  .. 

orange,  bitter  ...  3  .. 

peppermint    27  ... 

pimento    1  .. 

rose  (E.I.)   17  .. 

ylang-ylang   

Orange  peel  

Orris   

Patchouli-leaves  ... 

Potash   

Rhubarb    116 

"  Roots  "    5 

Sandalwood  (logs)  11 

Sarsaparilla   63 

Seedlac   10 

Senna — ■ 

Alexandrian(pods)  3 

Tinnevelly    431 

Squills    41 

Tamarinds — 

(E.I.)    60 

(W.I.)   44 

Tonka-beans   6 

Tragacanth    1 

Turmeric    365 

Vermilion   7 

Wax  (bees')— 

Chilian    9 

Cuban    5 

East  Indian   20 

Italian    5 

Jamaica   83 

Madagascar   25 

Spanish   31 

Zanzibar    193 

Wax,  Japan   40 

Zedoary   1 


1 
0 
0 
0 
10 

0 
19 
0 
0 
1 
0 
6 
0 
0 
5 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
47 
5 
0 
18 
0 

0 

319 
6 

0 
2 
1 
1 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

26 
2 
0 
0 
0 

1 


Sold  priv  tely. 


Aloes  was  in  fair  supply  with  the  exception  of  Cape, 
of  which  only  3  cases  drossy  seconds  were  shown  and 
bought  in  at  27s.  Of  Curacao  46  boxes  were  offered,  of 
which  16,  being  very  fine  livery,  sold  at  29s.  to  30s.;  the 
remaining  30  boxes  were  of  mixed  quality  and  did  not  sell. 
Zanzibar  aloes  (in  skins)  was  represented  by  14  cases,  some 
of  which  were  sold  on  private  terms  after  the  sale.  A 
further  parcel  of  50  cases  so-called  East  African  alces 
shipped  from  Cape  Town  was  offered  and  bought  in  at  the 
fancy  price  of  60s.  Of  Socotrine  in  kegs  two  parcels  were 
shown,  and  one  of  25  kegs  fair  brown  but  soft  sold  at  72*.  Gd. 

Ammoniacum  sold  cheaply  at  38s.  for  small  to  bold  loose 
pale  almonds,  part  blocky,  and  at  16s.  for  dark  seedy  block. 

Annatto-seed. — Rather  dull  quality  from  Grenada  sold 
at  Id.  to  \\d.,  and  very  dark  ditto  at  \d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — For  a  case  of  dark  opaque  West 
Indian  balsam  Is.  Gd.  was  paid,  and  2  cases  ditto  from 
Puerto  Colombia  brought  Is.  G%d.  The  Maranham  catalogued 
for  auction  did  not  arrive  in  time.  Thirty  tins  of  thin 
bright  to  dark  balsam  from  Bahia  were  htld  for  Is.  Wd. 
per  lb. 


326 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


August  17,  1901 


Balsam  Tolu  sold  at  rather  firmer  prices,  1*.  Id.  to  Is.  2d. 
being  paid  for  good  fair  quality  in  large  tins,  and  Is.  ditto 
for  slightly  drossy.  Small  tins  were  bought  in  at  Is.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  was  quite  neglected,  good  seconds 
being  bought  in  at  81.  to  81.  5s.  per  cwt.  Pale mbang  was 
freely  offered,  and  15  cases  were  disposed  at  and  after  the 
sale  at  42s.  Qd.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  but  brownish  seconds  ; 
45s.  was  refused  for  good  glassy,  partly  barky.  A  case  of 
dark  loose  Siam  pickings  sold  at  90s.,  and  for  small  to  bold, 
partly  loose,  almondy  and  shivery  block  10/.  7s.  Qd.  was 
refused. 

Buchu  opened  rather  easier,  three  bales  of  fair  green 
round  selling  at  from  10§d.  to  ll±d.,  but  from  another 
catalogue  5  bales  of  similar  quality  were  sold  at  from  lid. 
to  Is.,  which  marks  no  charge. 

Calumba. — Prices  were  unchanged  in  auction,  medium  to 
bold  brown  natural  sorts  selling  ao  13s.,  and  darker  ditto  at 
12s.  per  cwt.  Several  parcels  catalogued  for  auction  did  not 
arrive  in  time. 

Cardamoms. — The  supply  at  to-day's  auctions  was  un- 
usually small,  the  bulk  consisting  of  Ceylon-Malabars,  which 
were  not  in  demand.  For  medium  to  bold  pale  Ceylon- 
Mysores  2s.  8d.  was  paid ;  small  to  medium  palish  sold  at 
2s.,  small  splits  at  Is.  Qd.,  and  brown  splits  and  pickings 
Is.  5d.  per  lb.  There  has  been  a  good  inquiry  for  cardamom- 
seed,  of  which  supplies  have  been  very  scarce,  nothing  being 
offered  to-day  ;  in  second-hands  up  to  2s.  °td.  is  wanted. 

Cascaea  Sagrada. — A  parcel  of  56  bags  of  fair,  partly 
thick,  mixed,  from  San  Francisco  (1899  crop)  sold  at  26s., 
the  price  at  which  the  broker  intimated  he  was  selling 
privately. 

Cassia  Fistula.— A  parcel  of  fine  bold  pod  from 
Dominica  of  recent  import  sold  readily  at  21s.  per  cwt.,  or 
Is.  advance  on  the  last  price  paid  publicly. 

Coca-leaves. — A  case  of  fair  bright  Ceylon  sold  at  Is.  2d. 
per  lb.,  and  partly  damaged  ditto  at  IQd.  down  to  t\\d.  for 
very  dull ;  from  another  catalogue  11  cases  of  small  broken 
Ceylon  sold  at  8^. 

Croton-SEED. — Fair,  partly  dark,  mixed  and  shelly  sold  at 
20s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs. — Good  grey  berries,  partly  stalky,  were  held  for 
45s.  per  cwt. 

Cus-cus  has  long  been  almost  unsaleable.  A  parcel  of 
20  bales  rather  sandy  was  offered  to  day  without  reserve, 
and  sold  at  8s.  6d.  per  cwt.  i 

Cuttlefish-bone. — Several  parcels  of  bold,  partly  broken 
bone  from  Bombay  were  held  for  3\d.  per  lb.,  and  18  bags 
dullish  and  broken  ditto  sold  at  2d. 

Dragon's-blood. — Reed  gum  of  very  dull  colour,  and 
coarse,  was  the  only  description  offered,  and  it  told  cheaply 
at  5/.  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Ergot. — Several  parcels  have  changed  hands  this  w<:ek  to 
arrive  at  prices  not  reported.  In  auction  2  parcels  of 
good  sound  Spanish  were  offered  and  held  at  from  2s.  to 
2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Gamboge. — A  case  of  good  pickings  and  a  case  of  fair 
bright  pipe  were  put  up  together  and  sold  at  10/.  7s.  6d., 
which  was  somewhat  beyond  valuation. 

Honey. — Low  prices  again  ruled  for  Jamaica  honey  at  the 
following  rates  : — Good,  partly  set,  in  |  casks  and  cases, 
17s.  Qd.  to  19s  ;  pale  brown  set,  19s. ;  fair  to  dark  red  liquid, 
in  barrels  and  kegs,  16s.  to  18s.  Qd. ;  and  very  dark  liquid, 
14s.  Qd.  to  15s. ;  for  firm  set  white  19s.  wa^s  refused. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  was  an  almost  complete  absence  of 
demand  in  auction,  and  prices  of  both  descriptions  were 
about  Qd.  easier.  Of  35  bales  Rio  offered  by  one  broker, 
4  sold  at  10s.  Id.  to  10s.  IQd.  per  lb.  for  sea-damaged,  and  of 
10  bales  put  up  by  another  broker  one  sold  at  lis.  3d.  for 
good  bold.  Three  bags  of  dull  and  dusty  Cartagena  sold  at 
5s.  per  lb  ,  and  after  the  sale  it  was  reported  that  a  parcel 
had  changed  hands  at  4s.  IQd.,  which  figure  had  been  offered 
in  auction  for  7  bags. 

Kino. — Neglected  in  auction.  Small  black  Malabar-grain 
was  bought  in  at  Is.  4fZ. 


Kola. — For  natural  West  Indian  3d.  per  lb.,  subject,  was 
paid,  and  for  a  parcel  of  14  bags  ditto,  slightly  mouldy,  2\d. 
was  accepted. 

Lime-juice — A  puncheon  of  unworked  Jamaica  sold, 
without  reseive,  at  8d.  per  gal. 

Musk  — One  caddy  of  small  to  medium  old-fashioned  po  1 
of  third  pile  was  bought  in  at  the  fancy  price  of  40s  ,  and 
six  caddies  of  thin  blue  skin,  a  few  broken  (China  Pile  I), 
at  70s.  per  cz. 

Myrrh  sold  at  full  prices,  60s.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for 
small  to  bold  rather  dark  and  dusty  Aden  sorts. 

Oil,  Castor  — A  parcel  of  19  cases  good  Calcutta  seconds 
sold,  without  reserve,  at  3\d.  per  lb.,  and  50  cases  of  ordi- 
nary ditto  were  held  for  3^d. 

Oil,  Cocoanut. — A  puncheon  from  Brisbane  sold  at  20s. 
per  cwt.,  subject. 

Oil  of  Lime. — West  Indian  distilled  was  Id.  per  lb. 
cheaper,  Is.  Qd.  being  paid  for  6  cases. 

Orris —Small  white  Florentine  was  held  for  30s.  per  cwt. 

Rhubarb  was  more  active  than  usual  in  auctioD,  at  very 
low  prices.  The  following  were  the  sales  : — Three  cases  of 
medium  to  bold  rough  flat  Shensi,  with  seven-eighths  p:.nky 
fracture,  and  one-eighth  daik  centres,  at  Is.  8i.  per  lb. ;  10 
cases  of  fine  small  flat  High- dried,  with  good  coat  and 
fracture,  at  8\d.  per  lb. ;  and  3  cases  from  another  catalogue 
at  8d.  for  dull  coated.  A  parcel  of  6  chests  very  wormy 
Canton  was  put  without  reserve,  and  sold  at  Q\d.  for  dull 
b;ld  round  and  flat,  mostly  grey  fracture.  Of  native  High 
dried,  23  cases  were  offered  and  sold  without  reserve  at  3d. 
to  Qd.  per  lb.  for  small  to  bold  rough  round,  very  wormy,  of 
grey  and  dark  fracture.  It  is  said  that  prices  are  likely  to 
be  higher,  owing  to  arrivals  not  coming  forward  and  stocks 
getting  gradually  reduced. 

Sarsaparilla. — No  grey  Jamaica  was  offered,  and  pri- 
vately there  is  none  to  be  had — Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d.  was  the 
last  price  paid.  Of  Lima  Jamaica  15  bales  were  submitted, 
of  which  3  sold  at  Is.  2d.  for  sound,  and  Is.  Id.  for 
slightly  damaged.  A  bid  of  Is.  Id  is  to  be  submitted  for 
the  remainder  of  the  parcel.  Several  parcels  of  Native- 
Jamaica  were  offered,  but  only  1  bale  of  red  sold  at  l\d. 
per  lb. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  leaf  sold  at  full-up  prices  consider- 
ing the  poor  quality.  Fair  small  and  medium  greenish  leaf 
brought  \\d.  to  2d.,  and  common  small  to  ordinary  specky, 
Id.  to  l\d.  down  to  fd.  for  low  sea-damaged.  Pods  were 
cheaper,  selling  at  from  Id.  to  2\d ,  according  to  quality. 
For  3  cases  nice  pale  Alexandrian  pods  Q\d.  was  refused,  the 
limit  being  l\d. 

Squills. — Fair  white  squill  sold  without  reserve  at  \\d. 
per  lb.,  and  for  good  bright  2\d.  was  wanted. 

Tamarinds. — Two  half-barrels  squashy  West  Indian, 
subject  to  Is.  per  cwt.  duty,  sold  at  9s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Twenty 
bags  black  Madras  were  held  for  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Tonka-beans. — A  cask  of  Surinam  apparently  sold  at 
2s.  3d.,  and  3  casks  of  Angostura  were  held  at  2s.  Qd. 

Wax,  Bees'. — In  order  to  effect  business  in  Jamaica  wax 
a  decline  of  about  5s.  per  cwt.  was  accepted  to-day.  A  fair 
proportion  of  the  offerings  was  withdrawn,  however.  Good 
bright  red  sold  at  11.  5s.  to  11.  Is.  Qd.,  and  pale  to  dark 
brown  mixed  at  11.  Madagascar  was  offered  to  the  extent 
of  25  mats,  of  which  2  sold  at  6/.  12s.  6(2.  for  fair  to  dark 
brown  mixed.  Zanzibar  was  neglected,  good  brown  quality 
being  bought  in  at  6/.  15s. 

Zedoary. — A  bag  from  Bombay  sold  at  10s.  per  cwt., 
subject. 


Californian  Quicksilver. 

The  exports  of  Quicksilver  from  San  Francisco  declined  in  1900, 
2,813  flasks  less  than  in  1899  having  been  sent  away  the  total 
being  7,224  flasks.  Trade  with  Mexico  increased,  but  was  more  than 
offset  by  the  decrease  in  the  China  business,  which,  owing  to  the 
unsettled  conditions  of  affairs  in  that  country,  only  absorbed  one- 
fourth  of  the  amount  taken  in  1899.  The  production  of  the  metal 
has  increased  slightly  by  the  opening  up  of  new  and  the  resuscita- 
tion of  some  old  properties. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Council  Gag. 

Sir, — Those  of  your  readers  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  be  aware  that  the 
minutes  of  the  April  meetiDg  state  I  had  given  notice  of  a 
motion,  which  the  Vice-President  ruled  out  of  order  because 
it  was  an  improper  one.  -  <•  •  -   

The  subject  of  that  resolution  is  of  such  importance  that, 
having  failed  to  get  it  discussed  in  Council,  I  have  decided 
to  make  it  public  through  the  Press. 

InfJanuary  Mr.  C.  C.  Reece  was  summoned  by  the  Society, 
charged  amongst  other  things  with  not  having  put  bis  own 
name  upon  his  poison-labels.  It  transpired  that  Mr.  Reece, 
at  registered  chemist,  purchased  a  business  at  Deptford, 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  "  Squire."  He  continued  the  use 
of  the  name,  and  on  opening  branches  carried  them  on  under 
the  same  name.  At  the  court  the  defendant  stated  in  using 
the  name  "  Squire "  upon  his  labels  he  was  doing  no  more 
than  a  late  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who 
traded  as  Dinneford  &  Co.  The  Magistrate  said  he  did  not 
think  Mr.  Reece  had  been  guilty  of  negligence  or  had  any 
intention  to  evade  the  provision  of  the  Statute,  and  imposed 
a  nominal  penalty  of  2s.  6d.,  but  the  Society  pressed  for  and 
obtained  101.  10s.  costs. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  this  question  of  the  name  was  raised 
by  Mr.  Vaughan  Williams  on  behalf  of  the  Society.  He  told 
the  Court  that  not  only  should  the  person's  actual  name  go 
upon  the  poison-label,  but  that  in  the  case  of  partners  the 
name  and  address  of  each  partner  should  appear. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  numper  of  members  of  Council, 
including  myself,  used  trade-names  upon  their  poison-labels. 
Pending  a  discussion  of  these  proceedings  by  the  Council  I 
decided  to  put  my  own  name  np0n  my  poison-labels  in 
compliance  with  the  law  as  interpreted  by  the  Society's 
solicitor.  I  consider  it  is  a  serious  matter  that  the  Council 
should  prosecute  anyone  for  not  putting  his  own  name  on 
his  poison-labels  seeing  that,  according  to  Mr.  Vaughan 
Williams'  interpretation  of  the  17th  Section,  members  of 
Council  are  themselves  breaking  the  law.  Having  failed  to 
get  the  Council  to  take  any  steps  I  gave  notice  of  the 
following  motion : — 

That  proceedings  be  instituted  against  those  members  of  this 
Council  who  do  not  comply  with  the  17th  Section,  as  interpreted 
by  the  barrister  on  behalf  of  this  Council  in  his  statement  for 
the  prosecution  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Reece,  or  that  a  public 
explanation  be  made  as  to  why  such  proceedings  are  not  taken. 

I  should  like  briefly  to  state  what  the  treatment  of  that 
resolution  by  the  Council  has  beeD.  The  notice  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  three  weeks  before  the  April 
meeting,  and  I  received  no  intimation  that  I  would  not  be 
allowed  to  move  it,  but  at  the  meeting  the  Vice-President, 
after  consulting  the  President  and  the  Society's  lawyer, 
ruled  the  resolution  out  of  order  because  "  it  was  an  improper 
one."    I  was  prevented  from  even  reading  the  resolution. 

At  the  May  meeting,  on  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the 
month  previous  which  stated  that  my  resolution  was  ruled  out 
of  order  because  it  was  improper,  I  moved  that  the  resolution 
itself  should  go  upon  the  minutes,  arguing  that  it  was  not 
fair  to  characterise  it  as  an  improper  motion  without  stating 
what  its  terms  were.  My  resolution  was  lost  by  six  votes 
to  four.  At  the  same  meeting  I  tried  to  move  the  following 
resolutions,  of  which  I  had  given  due  notice  : — 

1.  To  call  attention  to  the  action  of  the  Vice-President  in 
ruling  out  of  order  the  following  motion,  of  which  notice  had 
been  given,  and  to  move  that  that  resolution  be  now  con- 
sidered—namely, that  proceedings,  &c.  (see  resolution  quoted 
above). 


2.  A  repetition  of  the  original  resolution  ruled  out  of  order  at 
the  previous  meeting. 

At  first  the  Vice-President  ruled  both  resolutions  out  of 
order,  but,  after  protest,  I  was  permitted  to  move  the  first 
part  of  Resolution  1  down  to  the  word  "  considered."  I  tiied 
to  read  the  whole  resolution,  but  was  stopped,  the  Vice- 
President  stating  that  he  objected  to  the  latter  part  being 
made  public.  My  resolution  was  lost  by  seven  votes  to  two. 
In  ruling  No.  2  out  of  order  the  Vice-President  said  he 
would  not  on  tbat  occasion  call  it  an  improper  one.  The 
following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Wootton,  was  lost  on  the 
casting-vote  of  the  Vice-President : — 

That  discussions  on  motions  of  which  notice  has  been  duly 
given  by  members  of  the  Council  may  only  be  suppressed  by 
resolution  of  the  Council. 

At  the  June  meeting  I  moved,  seeing  that  the  Vice- 
President's  statement  that  it  was  an  improper  motion 
appeared  in  the  April  minutes,  the  May  minutes  dealing  with 
the  Vice-President's  ruling  on  the  same  motion  should  have 
mentioned  his  statement  that  it  was  not  an  improper  one. 
Mr.  Carteighe  formally  moved  that  the  word  "  improper  "  be 
deleted  from  the  minutes  of  the  April  meeting,  and  said, 
"  It  is  a  word  that  ought  not  to  have  appeared  at  all."  The 
President  ruled  he  could  not  accept  Mr.  Carteighe's  motion 
without  notice ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  stated  publicly  that  if  Mr. 
Carteighe  did  not  give  notice  of  that  motion  he  would  do  so. 
Upon  this  understanding  I  withdrew  my  resolution,  which 
Was  perfectly  in  order,  as  Mr.  Carteighe's  method  of  dealing 
with  the  matter  appeared  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
majority  of  the  Council. 

At  the  July  meeting,  from  which  Mr.  Carteighe  was 
absent,  Mr.  Taylor  said  an  intimation  had  been  made  to  him, 
in  view  of  which  he  would  not  take  the  responsibility  of 
moving  a  resolution  of  which  he  had  given  notice — namely, 
that  the  reference  in  the  April  minutes  to  my  resolution  as 
being  an  improper  one  be  deleted.  The  President  would  not 
allow  any  other  member  of  Council  to  move  that  resolution 
without  farther  notice. 

At  the  August  meeting  I  moved  that  the  reference  to  the 
motion,  being  improper  in  the  April  minutes,  be  expunged. 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Wootton,  and  although  at  the 
June  meeting  Mr.  Carteighe  himself  tried  to  move  this 
resolution,  at  this  meeting  he  suppressed  further  discussion 
by  moving  that  the  Council  proceed  to  the  next  business. 
This  was  carried,  Messrs.  Wootton,  Storrar,  Taylor,  and 
myself  being  the  only  members  who  voted  against  it. 

My  original  resolution  was  clearly  considered  to  be  an 
inconvenient  one  for  the  Council  to  discuss.  It  is  evident 
that  either  a  blunder  was  made,  or  else  the  Council  is 
deliberately  shutting  its  eyes  to  breaches  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  by  its  own  members.  The  members  of  the  Society,  if 
not  the  trade  at  large,  have  a  right  to  know  the  meaning  of 
the  extraordinary  proceedings  against  Mr.  Reece,  and  I 
think  I  have  shown  that  the  Council  is  determined  that  no 
explanation  from  it  shall  be  forthcoming.  / 

I  do  not  wish  to  call  special  attention  to  the  grossly 
unfair  -treatment  I  have  received,  except  to  show  how 
difficult  it  is  for  any  member  of  that  Council  who  chooses  to 
think  and  act  for  himself  to  have  his  views  fairly  discussed, 
unless  those  views  happen  to  coincide  with  the  wishes  of 
those  whom,  for  want  of  a  better  phrase,  I  call  the  "  official 
party."  I  claim  there  was  no  shadow  of  excuse  for  ruling 
my  motion  out  of  order.  It  would  have  been  open  to  any 
member  of  the  Council  to  have  moved  that  it  be  discussed 
in  committee,  but  all  discussion  was  burked,  and  I  was  com- 
pletely gagged  by  the  official  statement  from  the  chair  tbat 
my  motion  was  an  improper  one.  I  have  struggled  all 
these  months  to  get  that  word  "  improper  "  removed  from 
the  minutes,  not  because  I  objected  to  it  as  an  expression  of 
the  official  party's  opinion,  but  because  I  wished  to  remove 
"  the  gag "  and .  be  in  a  position  to  repeat  my  notice  of 
motion.  It  is  only  after  doing  all  I  could  to  discuss  the 
subject  fionfiny  place  in  the  Council  that  I  have  decided  to 
take  this  course. 

I  charge  the  Council  with  not  having  a  fixed  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the  17th  Section  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  and,  further,  with  shirking  coming  to  a  decision 
because  the  result]  might  be  inconvenient  to  some  of  its 
own  number.  Hundreds  of  members  of  the  Society,  includ- 
ing divisional  secretaries,  trading  under  assumed  names,  put 
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only  their  trade-names  on  their  poison-labels.  I  do  not  say 
there  is  anything  illegal  in  so  doing,  but  the  Council, 
through  its  solicitor,  has  said  they  are  breaking  the  law, 
and  has  obtained  101.  12s.  6d.  from  a  chemist  for  doing  this 
very  thing.  Any  chemist  is  liable  to  a  prosecution  by  the 
police  or  any  member  of  the  public  for  offences  under  the 
17th  Section,  and  it  is  an  insult  to  the  trade  that  the  Council 
should  not  explain  its  attitude  on  this  matter.  The  Society 
is  attempting  to  get  fresh  powers  in  a  new  Bill.  Could  a 
more  effective  argument  be  used  against  it  by  our  opponents 
than  that  it  is  a  body  which  cannot  be  trusted  to  impartially 
administer  the  law,  seeing  it  prosecutes  outsiders  for  doing 
what  men  who  sit  at  its  own  Council-table  have  been  doing 
for  years  and  are  still  continuing  to  do? 

There  are  two  points  which  I  wish  to  raise  :  Is  the  Council 
to  be  allowed  to  act  in  the  inconsistent  manner  it  has  done 
in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Keece?  and  is  the 
flagrant  gagging  of  individual  members  of  Council  to  be 
tolerated  by  those  whose  views  such  members  are  sent  to 
the  "  Square  "  to  represent  ?        Yours  faithfully, 

Endsleigh,  Palmer's  Green,  N.,         W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 
August  12. 

A  Use  for  Divisional  Secretaries 

•  Sir, — After  a  period  of  political  excitement,  involving 
endless,  and  often  fruitless,  discussion  upon  the  use  and 
misuse  of  titles,  the  regulation  of  "open"  shops  and  of 
limited  companies,  we  have,  as  a  result  placed  before  us  by 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  a  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill,  which  it  intends  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  place  upon 
the  statute-book.  No  doubt  this  draft  Pharmacy  Bill 
contains  and  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  also  much  that 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  alike  the  public  and  the 
pharmacist ;  yet  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  re- 
member that  while  it  is  the  governing  and  regulating 
body  (in  conjunction  with  his  Majesty's  Piivy  Council)  it 
should  make  itself  thoroughly  and  regularly  acquainted 
with  the  conditions  under  which  pharmacy  is  practised  in 
each  and  all  of  the  several  Parliamentary  divisions  in  the 
British  Isles. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  abuse  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  any  way,  because  abuse  is  not  argument,  and  the  Society 
is  now  doing,  and  has  done  in  the  past,  useful  work  ;  but  to 
point  out  to  those  who  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  and 
nave  its  best  interests  at  heart,  how  they  may  best  use  the 
"  intelligence  department "  at  their  disposal,  to  gather  the 
necessary  statistics  and  facts  of  vital  importance  to  the 
Society  at  a  time  like  the  present  when  it  is  applying  for 
further  legal  powers.  The  Society  is  preparing  to  enter  the 
fight  and  face  a  strong  and  wily  opposition,  not  merely 
without  having  much  idea  as  to  what  it  may  have  to 
overcome,  but  without  any  further  idea  than  the  meagre 
statistics  which  are  found  in  the  official  register  as  to  how 
and  by  whom  present-day  pharmacy  is  conducted. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  able  to  answer  the 
following  questions : — 

1  How  many  "  open  "  shops  are  there  for  the  sale  of  poisons  in 
the  British  Isles  ? 

2.  How  many  such  shops  are  conducted  by  limited  companies, 
and  how  many  by  private  firms  or  individuals  ? 

3.  How  many  "  open  "  shops  are  conducted  under  the  name  of 
the  actual  proprietor  or  proprietors  ? 

4.  How  many  "open"  shops  are  conducted  under  an  assumed 
or  an  old  trading  name  ? 

5.  How  many  branch  establishments  has  each  limited  company, 
each  firm,  or  each  private  individual  ? 

6.  How  many  unqualified  assistants  are  at  present  employed  in 
the  retail  trade  ? 

7.  Whether  drug-companies,  private  firms,  and  private  indivi- 
duals are  all  equally  negligent  and  regardless  of  the  necessity  of 
keeping  qualified  assistants  ? 

8.  How  many  persons  at  the  present  time  are  apprenticed  in 
the  retail  drug-trade  and  in  bond-fide  pharmacies  under  the 
supervision  of  qualified  chemists  ? 

The  Society  knows  how  many  chemists  are  on  the  register, 
and  how  many  are  members,  and  how  many  are  not.  It  also 
knows  the  composition  of  the  Council,  of  the  teaching  and 
headquarters  staff  at  the  "  Square,"  but  it  should  also  be 
fully  cognisant  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  is  carried  on  to-day,  and  of  the  persons  to  whom 
the  actual  work  is  hourly  and  daily  entrusted. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  recently  adopted  a  system 


of  annually  appointing  divisional  secretaries  in  every  Parlia- 
mentary division  in  Great  Britain,  with  the  object  of  assisting 
local  organisation  and  keeping  the  Society  in  touch  with 
chemists.  Surely  excellent  work  for  these  divisional  secre- 
taries would  be  to  require  them  to  furnish  the  Society 
with  answers  to  the  above  questions.  The  Society  is  at 
present  in  an  awkward  position — being  in  authority,  and  yet 
in  ignorance  as  to  the  individuals  who  are  actually  em- 
ployed in  pharmacy ;  and  at  a  time  like  this,  when  it  seeks 
further  powers  from  Parliament,  it  ought  to  exercise  to  the 
full  those  powers  it  already  possesses,  and  use  the  divisional 
secretaries  as  convenient  channels  for  acquiring  information 
which  should  not  eventually  be  found  useless. 

One  of  the  Crowd.  (228/53.) 

A  Besurreetion. 

Sir, — "Ordinary  Pharmacist"  bas  come  to  life  again,  and 
his  first  resurrection  efforts,  like  his  anti-mortem  ones,  are 
devoted  to  a  laboured  adulation  of  the  P.J,  bitter  insinua- 
tions regarding  the  C.  <$•  B.,  and  a  somewhat  feeble  attack 
on  your  humble  servant.  I  would  first  remind  "  Ordinary 
Pharmacist "  that  I  think  no  shame  of  my  name,  and  the 
C.  B.  thinks  no  shame  of  its  title.  He  would  save  much 
time  and  piinter's  ink  by  giving  direct  names  and  titles  in 
place  of  making  vague,  ill-selected  references  in  a  laboured 
manner,  which  many  people  may  find  difficulty  in  under- 
standing. I  must  again  inform  "  Ordinary  Pharmacist  " 
that  it  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  attack  the  P.J.  or  defend  the 
C.  $  B.  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  P.J.  has  attacked  itself 
more  effectively  than  I  could  ever  hope  to  do  in  the  harsh, 
unsympathetic  manner  in  which  it  has  spoken  of  chemists 
many  times,  when  its  managers  ought  to  know  it  was  mainly 
by  inaction  and  all-round  bungling  at  Bloomsbury  Square, 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  chemists  of  the  country  were  forced 
into  a  position  in  which  they  were  unable  to  ergage  qualified 
assistants,  whether  they  were  willing  or  not.  As  for  the 
0.  $  D-i  i's  managers  have  shown  remarkable  ability  in 
attending  to  their  own  affairs,  and  it  stands  to-day  firm  on 
its  own  legs,  requiring  neither  outside  support  nor  outside 
defence. 

I  regret  the  experiences  of  "  Ordinary  Pharmacist "  during 
his  apprentice-days  appear  to  have  been  unhappy.  He  says 
he  served  his  time  in  a  northern  town,  but  his  reference  to 
paint  indicates  that  the  town  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
Tweed,  and  he  must  remember  I  spoke  of  Scotland,  and  that 
it  is  Scotch  chemists  in  the  main  who  are  accused  of  using 
apprentices  as  a  cheap  source  of  labour.  I  adhere  to  what 
I  have  already  said :  that  the  Scotch  apprentice  system  has 
constituted  the  backbone  of  pharmacy  in  this  country,  and. 
I  believe  almost  every  man  actually  engaged  in  pharmacy 
will  acknowledge  the  fact  readily.  Pharmacy  in  Scotland, 
taken  all  round,  occupies  a  position  distinctly  superior  to 
that  of  pharmacy  in  England,  and  we  do  not  set  our 
apprentices  to  mix  paints  or  sell  rat-traps.  Of  course 
there  are  in  England  many  pharmacies  which  can  hold  their 
own  against  the  world,  and  we  all  know  this  ;  but  in  Scotland 
the  small  pharmacy  superintended  by  the  owner  is,  from  the 
nature  of  the  work  done,  the  very  best  place  for  a  lad  to 
learn  his  profession. 

This  system  of  apprenticeship  in  Scotland  is  at  present 
destroyed ;  whether  it  will  ever  be  revived  again  remains 
to  be  seen.  The  future  of  pharmacy  in  this  country 
depends  on  the  apprentices  of  to-day,  and  the  fact  that 
apprentices  cannot  now  be  got  is  not  only  inconvenient  to 
chemists,  but  it  means  ruin  at  Bloomsbury  Square  in  the 
near  future. 

The  question  of  "  craft  "  is  also  touched  upon.  It  is  not 
of  the  utmost  importance,  as  is  the  case  with  the  unqualified 
competition  question,  but  it  constitutes  one  of  the  grains  of 
sand  which  must  be  swept  away  from  the  pharmaceutical 
wheels.  The  authorities  at  Bloomsbury  Square  have  forced 
a  ten-guinea  fee  on  us,  and  are  doing  their  best  to  force  a 
compulsory  curriculum  ;  it  is  strange,  indeed,  they  should 
fail  to  see  that,  apart  from  professional  status,  neither  of 
these  can  continue  to  be  enforced. 

"  Ordinary  Pharmacist's  "  argument  regarding  the  use  of 
tools  by  surgeons  and  engineers  is,  like  most  of  his  other 
arguments,  all  against  himself.  Men  in  these  professions  do 
not  call  themselves  craftsmen.  It  is  strange  that  the  most 
conspicuous  offenders  on  this  point  are  the  older  men  who 
have  held  responsible  positions  in  pharmacy.    I  have  no 


August  17,  1901 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


329 


hope  of  any  amendment  on  their  part,  but  as  they  have  not 
in  the  course  of  their  long  lifetimes  succeeded  in  doing 
anything  for  the  benefit  of  pharmacy,  it  would  be  a  pity  at 
the  end  of  the  chapter  to  make  them  break  a  record  of 
which  they  are  probably  proud.  I  am  sure  that  the  rising 
generation  of  pharmacists  will  take  a  wider  view  of  duty, 
and  show  more  spirit. 

Dumfries,  August  12.  James  Keid. 

The  Consumption  of  Aloes. 

Sir, — The  article  in  your  issue  of  April  20,  entitled  "  The 
Most  Popular  Pill,"  has,  in  some  degree,  afforded  me  informa- 
tion which  I  have  long  sought — viz.,  the  quantity  of  aloes 
consumed  by  the  British  public  in  the  form  of  pills.  The 
said  article  gives  the  consumption  of  pills  as  178  tons  a  year. 
[Eleven  years  ago. — Ed.]  Is  it  possible  to  estimate,  though 
only  approximately,  the  proportion  of  aloes  to  the  other 
ingredients  composing  these  pills  ? 

Given  the  quantity  of  aloes  from  all  producing  countries, 
imported  annually  into  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
quantity  exported,  and  we  should  arrive  at  the  quantity  con- 
sumed in  Great  Britain,  and  so  be  in  a  position  to  prove  that, 
although  Cape  aloes  is  not  officially  recognised  (excluded 
from  the  Pharmacopoeia),  vast  quantities  are  nevertheless 
used  in  the  preparation  of  these  178  tons  of  pills,  as  well  as 
in  other  medicinal  preparations.  Indeed,  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  nearly  sufficient  of  the  Socotra  or  Barbados  variety 
is  imported  for  the  manufacture  of  pills  alone.  Cape  aloes 
is  esteemed  good  enough  for  the  continental  chemist,  and 
seeing  that  it  is  undoubtedly  extensively  used  by  the  British 
chemist — outside  veterinary  requirements — it  is  difficult  to 
see  why  it  should  be  officially  denounced  and  taboaed. 

A  certain  large  wholesale  firm  of  chemists  in  this  colony 
make  no  secret  of  their  importing  large  quantities  of  Cape 
aloes,  after  it  has  been  sent  home  to  be  ground,  and  this  firm 
freely  admit  that  they  find  Cape  aloes  sufficiently  good  for 
their  preparations. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  to  what  extent  the  ex- 
clusion of  Cape  aloes  from  the  Pharmacopoeia  really  checks 
its  use  by  chemists  in  the  United  Kingdom.  When  Cape 
aloes  is  selling  at  25s.,  and  Socotra  at  about  120s.,  they  have 
certainly  abundant  temptation  to  ignore  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions laid  down  in  this  instance  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  I  have  just  received 
from  an  eminent  analytical  chemist  may  prove  interesting  : — 
"  A  professor  at  one  of  the  German  Universities  is  investi- 
gating the  composition  of  Cape  aloes.  He  has  ascertained 
already  that  it  much  more  resembles  the  other  kinds  than  is 
thought  by  the  medical  profession."  My  correspondent  then 
goes  on  to  request  that  I  will  forward,  in  order  to  assist  in 
the  research,  leaves  and  flowers  of  the  various  species  of  the 
aloe-plant  indigenous  to  this  part  of  the  globe,  as  also 
carefully  prepared  samples  of  aloee  from  same.  These  have, 
of  course,  been  forwarded. 

The  objection  which  the  manufacturing  chemists  have  to 
Cape  aloes  consists  in  their  inability  to'extract  an  aloin  from 
it.  But  I  recently  read  that  a  German  chemist  has 
succeeded  in  extracting  an  aloin  from  Cape  aloes.  The 
question  is,  Is  there  so  great  a  difference,  as  regards  their 
respective  medicinal  properties,  between  Socotra  and  Cape 
aloes  as  to  warrant  the  extraordinarily  great  difference  in 
their  market  value?  The  continental  chemist,  'judging 
from  the  extent  he  uses  the  Cape  product,  plainly  answers 
this  question  in  the  negative. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  A.  Deacon, 
Manager  Crown  Aloes-refining  Works, 

July  7.  Herbertsdale,  Cape  Colony. 

Tinctura  Benzoini  Composita. 

Sir, — The  result  of  the  summons  recently  heard  agains  t 
a  Birmingham  chemist  for  selling  compound  tincture  of 
benzoin  was  no  doubt  satisfactory  to  the  defendant  and  to 
the  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  which  conducted  his 
case;  but  in  the  interests  of  uniformity  in  the  standardisa- 
of  drugs,  one  would  like  to  have  known  on  what  grounds  the 
Somerset  House  chemists  concluded  that :  "  The  sample 
bore  no  evidence  of  being  below  the  strength  of  the  com- 
pound tincture  of  benzoin  made  according  to  the  particulars 
prescribed  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,"  for  Dr.  Hill,  the 


Birmingham  city  analyst,  certified  that  the  sample  containec 
only  14-7  per  cent,  w/v  extractive.  Either  the  chemists  are 
at  variance  in  their  figures,  which  is  hardly  likely  on  so 
simple  a  test,  or  the  Government  officials  consider  a  tincture 
with  this  extractive  conforms  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  In  the  latter  case  their  experience  is 
different  from  that  of  almost  all  who  have  made  experiments 
on  the  subject.  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  if  I  had  not 
noticed  that  "  Xrayser  "  suggests  this  week  there  may  have 
been  a  miscarriage  of  justice  in  former  cases  of  a  similar 
nature.  Personally  I  should  not  think  of  allowing  a  sample 
of  the  tincture*  to  be  put  into  stock,  which  showed  on 
analysis  less  than  18  per  cent,  w/v  extractive,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  if  good  drugs  are  used  this  standard  is  often 
exceeded.  Yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  August  13.  H.  Wippell  Gadd. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "The  Chemists' and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


234/11.  Perplexed  asks  advice  in  regard  to  entering 
premises  belonging  to  him  but  let  to  a  tenant,  whom  he  has 
reason  to  believe  intends  to  shirk  payment  of  rent,  and 
otherwise  pu1;  him  to  inconvenience  and  expense.  The 
furniture  has  been  removed,  but  blinds  and  short  curtains 
left  in  position,  and  the  house  locked  up.  [We  do  not  think 
our  correspondent  can  do  anything  in  this  matter.  He 
should  have  acquainted  himself  with  the  character  of  his 
tenant  before  he  let  him  into  possession.  The  tenant  has 
paid  all  the  rent  at  present  due,  and  is  entitled  to  retain 
possession  until  the  end  of  the  term.  If  he  fails  to  pay  the 
next  quarter's  rent  then,  under  the  agreement,  no  doubt  our 
correspondent  has  pawer  to  get  possession.  If  he  takes 
possession  now  he  will  be  a  trespasser,  and  the  tenant  will 
be  entitled  to  bring  an  action  for  ejectment,  and  recover 
damages  against  him.  If  there  is  no  power  of  re-entry  in 
the  agreement  the  only  remedy  will  be  to  wait  until  the 
tenancy  expires.  "  Perplexed  "  will  then  have  gained  valu- 
able experience,  which,  no  doubt,  he  will  benefit  by  when  he 
re-lets  the  premises.] 

227/26.  Jean  writes  : — "  On  May  17  some  goods  left 
York,  but  were  not  delivered  at  Oldham  till  May  21.  The 
railway  company  refuse  to  satisfy  a  claim  for  loss  caused  by 
the  delay,  because  no  time  was  stated  by  which  the  goods 
were  to  be  delivered.  [Railway  companies  usually  take  care 
to  protect  themselves  under  the  conditions  on  the  consign- 
ment-note, and  unless  the  railway  company  had  special 
instructions  to  deliver  the  goods  forthwith  we  should  hardly 
think  that  our  correspondent  would  succeed — at  all  events, 
the  case  would  be  risky.]  Jean  also  refers  to  a  Scotch 
trader's  action  against  a  railway  company,  which  we  are 
unable  to  trace. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


214/66.  Lemonade. — (1)  The  Dose  of  Calomel  for 
children  is  larger  in  proportion  than  for  adults.  For  the 
same  reason,  an  infant  of  12  months  is  given  the  sam: 
dose  as  a  child  of  12  years.  (2)  The  pulv.  antimonialis 
in  your  formula  for  children's  powders  may  induce  vomiting, 
and  it  is  not  advisable  to  mix  potassium  nitrate  with  calomel 
or  hyd.  c.  cretu  on  account  of  possible  reaction.  (3)  The 
potassium-chlorate  powders  ("Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  590)  are  not  intended  to  be  aperient. 

221/9.  E.  L.  A. — Gelatin,  tragacanth,  or  starch  are  used 
in  non-greasy  ointment-bases. 

215/53.  J.  J.  C. — Toning  and  Fixing  Bath. — Refer  to 
C.  $  D.,  March  9,  1901,  page  422,  or  January  13,  1900, 
page  73. 
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212/64.  Tenax. — Solution  of  Sodium  Silicate  cannot  be 
advantageously  made  on  a  small  scale.  The  process  consists 
in  fusing  powdered  flint  or  quartz  with  sodium  carbonate  or 
oxide  on  the  bed  of  a  reverberatory  furnace,  and  boiling 
those  substances  together  under  pressure.  The  commercial 
solution  contains  20  per  cent,  of  silica. 

215/65.  X.  A.  I.  Suisse. — Sirop  d'erable  refers,  we  take  it, 
to  a  syrup  made  of  maple-sugar.  The  sap  of  the  sugar-maple 
is  evaporated  for  sugar  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

222/2.  Jean. — We  cannot  undertake  to  name  the  value  of 
the  business,  particulars  of  which  you  furnish.  Your  ques- 
tion should  be  submitted  to  a  trade  valuer. 

222/38.  Lanoline  and  (217/24)  Colonial— If  you  turn  to 
page  50  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  you  will  find  the 
recipe  for  crem.  amygdal.  under  the  name  of "  Creme 
d'Amande."  The  glycerin  in  the  hair-dressing  can  be 
omitted,  if  you  think  best. 

218/22.  R.  0.  H— Cream  of  Bismuth  is  made  by 
triturating  1  oz.  of  hydrated  oxide  of  bismuth  with  4  oz.  of 
distilled  water.  The  Hydrated  Oxide  of  Bismuth  is  made 
as  follows : — Mix  6  oz  of  bismuth  subnitrate  with  4  oz.  of 
wa'er,  and  add  9  cz.  (by  weight)  of  nitric  acid ;  agitate,  and 
heat  to  promote  solution.  When  this  is  done,  pour  the  solu- 
tion into  1  gal.  of  water,  to  which  1  cz.  (by  weight)  of  nitric 
acid  has  been  added,  and  strain  through  absorbent  cotton. 
Now  mix  12  oz.  of  ammonia  solution  (10-per-cent.)  with 
2  gals,  of  water,  and  into  this  pour  the  bismuth  solution 
slowly  and  with  constant  stirring.  A  4-gal.  jar  should  be 
used  to  hold  the  mixed  solutions.  After  the  precipitate  sub- 
sides, pour  off  the  clear  liquid  and  fill  up  the  jau  with  water, 
again  stirring;  and  so  repeat  the  washing  twice.  Finally, 
dissolve  1  oz.  of  sodium  bicarbonate  in  3  or  4  gals,  of  water, 
wash  the  precipitate  with  this,  pour  upon  a  calico  strainer, 
and  continue  the  washing  until  the  wash-water  is  quite 
tasteless.  Let  the  precipitate  dry  on  the  strainer,  and  rub 
to  powder  by  passing  through  a  sieve.  A  smoother  cream  is 
obtained  if  moist  hydrated  oxide  is  used. 

219/41.  Jacque. — We  have  no  formula  for  Lead-sprink- 
ling Mixture  for  giving  sheep's  wool  a  red  colour.  The 
mixture  is  probably  one  of  red-lead  and  Venetian  red. 

219/28.  Jamaica.— Will  you  please  repeat  your  inquiry, 
writing  the  names  a  little  more  distinctly  1 

220/65.  D.  W.  B. — Machines  for  Making  Fumigating- 
cones.— Inquire  of  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.C. 

218/73.  C.  T.  .F.— Combined  Bath.— The  tone  on  the 
print  you  send  is  one  amateur  photographers  aim  at  pro- 
ducing. You  do  not  mention  how  long  the  print  took  to 
tone,  but  it  must  be  an  unreasonable  time  if  it  is  intended  to 
fix  as  well.  Ordinarily  a  print  requires  ten  minutes  to 
properly  fix  in  a  bath  containing  3  oz.  of  hyposulphite  of 
soda  in  1  pint  of  water,  whilst  your  combined  bath  only  con- 
tains 2  oz.  in  1  gal. 

218/32.    Forceps — Books  on  Mechanical  Dentistry.  

See  C.  %  D.,  December  1,  1900,  page  898. 

220/52.  F.  W.  J. — You  will  find  full  particulars  in  regard 
to  the  qualification  as  a  dentist  in  our  Educational  number, 
published  September,  1900. 

220,44.  Goodwill. — The  value  of  the  goodwill  of  a  busi- 
ness entirely  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  business,  espe- 
cially as  to  whether  it  is  personal  or  not.  The  circumstances 
mentioned  control  the  amount. 

223/52.  V.  C.  A.  B. — We  make  a  point  of  refraining  from 
publishing  imitations  of  proprietary  articles. 

223/29.  Nottingham  writes : — "  I  have  a  quantity  of  what 
is  commercially  known  as  tar  acid,  and  if  properly  treated 
with  an  alkali  it  will  mix  thoroughly  with  cold  water  and 
form  what  is  known  in  Yorkshire  as  '  non-poisonous  sheep- 


dipping.'  Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  how  to  treat  tar 
acid  for  this  purpose  1 " 

193/72.  Polish—  Brown-boot  Polish.— The  excellence 
of  your  sample  of  polish  is  due  to  the  use  of  a  suitably  hard 
specimen  of  carnauba  wax.  We  gave  a  formula  in  the 
C.  $  D.,  May  18,  page  812,  which  will  serve  as  a  basis 
for  your  experiments. 

216/24.  Analyst. — Starch-gloss  in  powder  form. — This 
is  made  by  diluting  borax  with  potato-starch,  the  propor- 
tion in  the  case  of  your  sample  being  4  oz.  of  starch  with 
12  oz.  of  borax.  From  one  to  two  teaspoonfuls  of  the  gloss 
are  nee  ded  for  each  heaped  tablespoonf ul  of  starch. 

222/54.  8.  $  Son. — Cockroach-powder. — This  is  com- 
posed of  borax  and  fine  oatmeal — about  2  parts  of  the 
former  to  3  parts  of  the  latter.  Is  the  powder  effectual  ? 
It  does  not  appear  to  be  very  deadly. 

196/23.    Beta. — Asthma-powder,  as  your  specimen  : — 

Potass,  nitr  Jij- 

Pulv.  stramon.  crass.    3iij- 

Pulv.  anisi   Jj. 

Pulv.  lobelias  5j. 

Pulv.  the<s  nigra    Jij. 

M. 

214/58.  Lemonade. — The  lemonade-powder  is  not  neces- 
sarily all  citric  acid :  there  is  a  fair  proportion  of  sugar 
present. 

187/49.  Epidermis. — Eczema-ointment. — This  has  pro 
bably  been  made  by  mixing  1  part  ung.  sulphuris  with 
\  pait  of  lanoline. 

225/5.  Ian. — Tonic-powder  for  Horses. — Approximate 
composition  of  your  sample : — 

Pulv.  gentian.    3ss. 

Sodii  chlor   5ij- 

Pulv.  nuc.  vom   gr.  xx. 

Pulv.  lini  subtill   5ss. 

M.    For  a  dose. 

The  powder  would  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  an 
carminative  like  ginger,  fenugreek,  or  caraway. 

203/10.  Thirol. — The  Bronze-powder  Medium  is  benzol, 
containing  about  \  oz.  resin  in  each  pint. 

199/28.    J.  E.  S.— Furniture-cream  :— 

Primrose  soap    2£  oz. 

Carbonate  of  potash    2  oz. 

Water  2  pints 

Dissolve  by  heating,  and  add — 

White  wax   20  oz. 

Stir  constantly  until  well  mixed,  then  remove  from  the  fire,  and 
add  slowly,  constantly  stirring — 

Oil  of  turpentine    4  pints 

Mix  well. 

200/57.  Acetum. — Toilet- cream. — This  has  a  tragacanth 
base  (pulv.  tragacanth.  5ij.,  spt.  rectif.  §ss.,  glycerini  giij., 
et  aquse  gvj.),  is  perfumed  with  nerolin,  and  coloured  violet 
with  an  aniline  dye.  Your  sample  is,  in  our  opinion,  too 
highly  scented  and  coloured. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


1/2.    Actual  makers  of  hand-pill  machines. 

231/6.  Makers  of  "Royal  Sovereign  scent-sachets,"  sold 
in  Id.  packets. 

235/66.  Where  to  obtain  "  Puck,"  supposed  to  be  used  as 
a  black  hair-dye  by  the  Persians. 

1/1.  Makers  of  Leary  spar  necklaces  for  reducing  swelling 
caused  by  "  Derbyshire  neck." 


